
This month’s meeting...

Sunday, February 21, 2010 @ 1:30 p.m.
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa

Water Quality and Healthy Orchids, by Tom Etheridge

Water is an essential element of life – our own bodies are made up of
approximately 70% water. With plants, that number shoots up to 90%! Not
surprising that watering is such an important part of growing orchids. We’ve all
likely at one time or another killed an orchid because of incorrect watering. Who
hasn’t left their orchid standing in water because the flowers or the leaves were
drooping? Or watered their “picky” Masdevallias with regular tap water? Or just
added a dash of fertilizer to the watering can, since really, do you even
remember when you last fertilized your orchids? Ok, maybe that’s just your
program chair. Our speaker will help make sense out of the complicated and
confusing terms and concepts floating around about watering.

So don’t miss our February meeting – it’ll be water-ific!

Orchids 101: Phragmipedium – Marilyn Light
12:30 to 1:00 pm sharp.

We see more and more Phragmipediums turning up on the show table. This is
an opportunity to learn about this South American orchid genus including some
of it’s species, interesting hybrids, and how to grow them well.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our monthly
show table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive

at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.

MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.
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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
February 14th is the start of the Chinese New Year – the year of the Tiger. To all our
Chinese members and friends of the Society and others celebrating this date, we wish you
a wonderful, happy, prosperous and healthy New Year.

Upcoming OOS Show
A short while ago, the Southern Ontario Orchid Society (SOOS) hosted their annual orchid
show, always a spectacular show. In the weeks and months ahead, other orchid societies
will be hosting their own annual shows with our own being only about 9 weeks away. Yup,
only about 9 weeks away! There are a lot of things to do. We need volunteers to help our
exhibitors and vendors and welcome the thousands of people who come to our show. If

you are not already involved either as an exhibitor or show volunteer, we encourage you to do so this year. It’s a great
way to meet new people and learn more about orchids and the people in the orchid community . You also get a
wonderful feeling being part of an experience that brings much joy to many people. At the end of this newsletter is a list
of our show committee. Have a peek at who is coordinating what and if one of the show activities may be of interest to
you, give the person identified with a specific show activity a call and offer to help. Jean Hollebone will be seeking
blooming orchid plants from members for the Ottawa Orchid Society display. Don’t be shy to lend one or more of your
blooming orchids to Jean. If you have a number of blooming plants, perhaps you may want to consider erecting your
own personal exhibit at our show. This is a lot of fun. You can erect a display with as few as 1 to 5 blooming plants. If
you are feeling ambitious, you can erect a much larger display. You don’t even have to have blooming orchids to
exhibit as we have one category for educational displays where you can exhibit an orchid theme that provides
information to viewers. People with photographic skills, hobbies with an orchid orientation, or who enjoy research and
sharing their knowledge with others get great enjoyment participating in this category. If you would like to exhibit or
would like more information on exhibiting, give me a call, send me an e -mail, or speak to me at one of the upcoming
monthly meetings. If you would like to participate as an exhibitor or vendor, I need to hear from you preferably before
April so that we can prepare space for you at our show . If you have artistic or handicraft skills, we have a magnificent
Arts and Crafts Galleria to showcase your work. Jane Logan is looking after this category (she’s on the Show
Committee list). And remember, all participating vendors, exhibitors, and show volunteers get into the show for free,
can partake in the show hospitality (free food and drinks), and you get a chance to select choice orchids and other
things from vendors before they open up to the public! For more info on the OOS show, visit our Society
website ( http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_show.html ), or speak with our show chairmen
(Dave Cooper or Dave Thomson) or any one of our show committee members.

At the January monthly meeting, Terry
Kennedy of Orchids in Our Tropics
was our guest speaker (pictured on
right). Terry came with her husband,
Doug (on far right), who set up a great
sale table and commented on some of
the show table plants. If you missed
the opportunity to buy something from
the Kennedy’s, they will be at our show
in April. We will be publishing the
names of all participating orchid
vendors at our show in the April Spike.
Many of the vendors have HUGE inventories but can only bring a representation of what they have. If you want
something in particular, do not hesitate to contact any one of these vendors with your requests. Even if they may not
have what you want when you call, these folks are ordering plants from around the world to sell at orchid shows and if
you give them sufficient lead time, they may be able to get what you want and bring it to our show.

Hope to see you at the February meeting where our guest speaker, Tom Etheridge of Portland, Oregon, will be giving
a presentation on orchid watering. He will be explaining and providing many tips that will help you make the most use
of proper watering techniques to get your orchids to r each their full potential. Don’t miss this presentation.

Rick Sobkowicz,
President and Spike Editor
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Royal Botanical Gardens Orchid Society Show, Hamilton, Ont, Feb. 27-28, 2010
Jean Hollebone will be erecting the Ottawa Orchid Society Show at the Royal Botanical Gardens Orchid
Show and requires blooming plants from OOS members. She will be approaching owners of plants at the
February Show table and is also interested in other blooming orchids which may be ready for showing.

She hopes to erect an exhibit of about 12 to 15 plants in a woodland setting. Regretfully, she does not have room to
transport large specimen plants such as standard cymbidiums. As usual, Janet Johns and Rick Sobkowicz have
kindly offered their homes as drop off and pick up points on Thursday February 25 for east and west Ottawa
respectively (contact info on page 1 of SPIKE). You can also leave them with Jean Hollebone directly. Additional
specific instructions below:

1. Please put your name on the pot, back side or underneath in pencil or waterproof ink.
2. Please put your name and staple a list of plants on the box being used to transport the plants.
3. Please ensure the name of each plant is spelled correctly. Include the names of the parents of hybrids if

you know them.
4. Pack plants so they are protected from wobbling and if appropriate, stake for transport / display.
5. Clean foliage with water, remove any damaged, old flowers and leaves. Check well for bugs.
6. Please call or e-mail Jean to tell her you have plants by Monday Feb 23, and where they can be picked up.

She will ask for identification info (Name, description and colour) so she can pre-register the plants with the
RBG registrar by Wednesday night. Joyce Medcalf has generously offered to verify names of plants before
the Show. Thanks Joyce, Rick and Janet.

7. Plants need to be at the pick up stations by Thursday evening by 8 p.m. for transport on Friday. Plants will
be returned to the pick up points early on Monday March 2.

Many thanks,
Jean Hollebone jhollebone@sympatico.ca; 613- 226-2395

*********************

NEW BOOK PUBLISHED ON BULBOPHYLLUMS
Bill Thoms has written to Canadian orchid societies to advise us that he has just published a new book on

Bulbophyllums. He write: “The book is $44.95 and comes as a CD (the book in digital form) for $19.95. You get both
for $59.95. AOS members get a 10% discount. There is an ad for it in the December 2009 issue of the AOS
Bulletin. It has 250 pages and over 350 photos and covers culture, species, new hybrids, growing from flask and
lots more. Let me know if you are interested and I will send you a copy. S & H is $7 to Canada. Please send me
your address and whether you are an AOS member. Thanks, Bill Thoms”

Bill Thoms’ e-mail address is dukesthoms@verizon.net .

*********************

ORCHID IMPORTING SERVICE TO MEMBERS
Frustrated by the difficulty and cost to import orchids from the

United States and Taiwan? Your problems have been addressed! Eric and
Ellen Lee of Crystal Star Orchids (formerly known as Plant Exotica in
Newmarket,Ontario) have made special arrangements to offer broker

services with over 15 top orchid growers in Taiwan and the United States,
including Ching Hua Orchids (Taiwan), In Charm Orchids Laboratory
(Taiwan), Krull Smith (Florida), and Sunset Valley Orchids (California).
Crystal Star Orchids offers an ordering and importing service with all these
orchid nurseries. This will be an excellent opportunity to buy from many
different growers through one place. Eric’s and Ellen’s website will be up
and running by mid February and you will see an incredible array of products to choose from. If you have any
questions, please feel free to email Eric and Ellen at Crystalstarorchids@gmail.com or call Eric Lee at (905) 478-
8398. They welcome individual, group or society orders.

*********************


