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December 2020 
 

Welcome to December’s Virtual Holiday Social 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 20, 2020 at 1:30 p.m.  
 
December is a month of festivities and holidays for many. Shopping, family gatherings, cooking 
and eating, having fun in general, marks this 12th and last month of the calendar. That calls for a 
slightly different type of gathering for us too. So, at this meeting: 

1. We will share Holiday Greetings. If you would like to share a greeting (you do not have to), 

you can do it live, or by sending a picture to share with all. We know that not everyone 

celebrates Christmas, so feel free to share the greeting from the celebrations that you enjoy 

during this season. Please email me janet.johns@sympatico.ca to “book your spot” or send 

me a picture. These must be received by December 17. 

2. We will have our usual December Show Table – and this time you all will have a chance to 

vote for Member’s Choice from the winning entries. 

3. We will ask our own member growers to share culture notes and answer your questions on 

Oncidium, Tolumnia, Lycaste and Pleurothallid (which includes Masdevallia). 

4. Just before we sign off, we will raise a toast to the Holiday Season and the New Year to 

come. Do have a beverage of your choice handy. 

SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

Jingle bells …..Jingle bells 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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President’s Message 

 
This will be a Christmas like no other, with all the restrictions on visiting 
family and friends over the holidays. I will miss seeing our grandchildren 
for our traditional Christmas Eve dinner and I am looking forward to 
better times to come, as I am sure we all are! This year we will not be 
able to meet with our Orchid Society friends either, as we will not be 
having our normal Christmas Social Event. I have always enjoyed 
meeting up with everyone and sharing the many Christmas goodies that 
members bring in as well as the Christmas gift raffle, but this year will 
be a lot different. We will have a virtual meeting by Zoom as we have 
done for the past few months, and I hope you will join us there. Rather 
than having a single speaker, this meeting will feature a number of short 
talks about your favourite orchid alliances – see details on page 1. 
Unfortunately, we have not yet found a way to share goodies via Zoom, 

but maybe Jan is working on it!! 

I very much enjoyed the talk given by Jean Hollebone on Maxillarias at our November meeting. It 
was very interesting and informative, with lots of details about the various species and some of 
their hybrids. Jean included some helpful culture information and I hope it has inspired members 
to start growing these plants as part of your collections! We don’t often hear much about 
Maxillarias, and it is great to have one of our own members as an expert. This month Jean also did 
a heroic job with organizing the two group orders from Orchids in Our Tropics and Ravenvision, 
and then driving down to Toronto to pick up the order. I heard she had a very full van on the 
return trip, but everything was successfully delivered and I hope everyone is happy with your 
purchases. Thanks again for the talk Jean and for all the things you do for the Society! 

After Jean’s talk we had a presentation of the entries to our November 
Virtual Show Table, with emphasis on the winning plants in each alliance as 
usual. Thanks to Jan Johns for putting the excellent slide show together as 
well as organizing the Zoom session, and thanks to our judges Marie-Josée 
Bergeron, André Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce Medcalf and Scott De Vito 
for reviewing all the entries and selecting the winning plants. Thanks also to 
Joyce for checking and correcting the plant names where needed. We had a 
total of 31 entries from 14 members this month, and I hope to see as many 
or more in our December Show Table. Congratulations to all the winners, 
and especially to Monique Savard for Best of Show Table! You can see the 
photos of the winning entries on page 9-13.  

 

 

Dave Cooper 
 

Spiranthes cernua 
Growing beside Dave’s house 

Photo by Dave Cooper 
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Member Donation 

Thanks to the generosity of one of our members who wishes to remain anonymous, the Society has 
received a donation of $4,000 to help offset the costs of running the Society during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Many of our fixed costs have remained the same as before the pandemic but our income 
has dropped significantly, mainly because we are unable to have the Show. This large donation 
means that we will not have to dip into our reserves and is very much appreciated.  

A big THANK YOU from all Society members – you are a life-saver!  

The OOS Board 

  

Cypripedium parviflorum 
A photo taken on a limestone area,  
a few miles away from Almonte, 
where I live. 
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Tentative Program for 2020 - 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 
 

 

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair)  

 

Virtual Show Table for January  
 
Our Virtual Show Tables are working very well, and I am pleased to see that many members have 
participated. For the January meeting the rules will be the same as for the first Virtual Show Table, 
but the deadline for entries will be one week before the meeting, as it was for December, 
making it Sunday January 10th. Your photos must be taken that weekend, either January 9th or 
January 10th, and should be sent by email to me at orchidae@storm.ca. Remember to include your 
name as well as the full name of each plant (or NOID if you don’t have the name).  
 
As a reminder please take two photos, one showing the whole plant and one a close-up of the 
flower. If possible, please send your photos as attachments to your email because I can then see the 
name of the image file. If the photo is embedded directly into the body of the email, then the image 
filename does not show up. All members are welcome to participate and you can send in photos of 
as many plants as you wish. Our expert judges will judge all the photos in the same alliances we use 
for our usual Show Tables. We will award ribbons for first, second and third in each alliance as 
usual, as well as a rosette for Best of Show Table. 
 

Dave Cooper (President) 

December 20 Our annual Festive Get-Together. We will be planning an online get-together 
with short talks on Oncidium, Tolumnia, Lycaste and Pleurothallid culture. Creative 
ideas are welcome for making this a special event for everyone. 

January 17 Terry Kennedy of Orchids in our Tropics will speak on orchid mimicry and 
some of the very strange behaviours exhibited by certain orchids. Terry is also 
known for her excellent advice on growing orchids and their requirements. The 
January meeting is an excellent opportunity to find answers to some of your 
questions regarding orchid culture. 

Photo by:  David Bromley  

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
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Orchid Discussion Group 
 
It’s the beginning of December and we’ve got an 
early Christmas present for everyone. With our 
meetings now online, perhaps you are missing 
that one-on-one chat time we enjoyed at the 
regular Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) club 
meetings. To help remedy this situation we have 
set up an Orchid Discussion Group (ODG) at 
which you can ask questions and talk about 
orchid culture, share tips, and discuss any orchid related topic you are interested in. Our 
Webmaster Dave has put together a new web page for the Orchid Discussion Group Questions. A 
screenshot of the new web page is shown here.  
 
The ODG will be held once a month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (preregistration is required). 
 
All we ask is that you submit your questions or desired discussion topics to Pat Boisvert, our 
Conservation Chair (Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com), ahead of time. Helen Nitschkie will email the 
question/topic list to OOS members one week before the ODG meeting date, along with the link 
for registration. A list of questions/discussion topics will be posted on the OOS website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html. 
 
To facilitate this new venture, registration will be open until one hour before the meeting starts. 
 
I hope you enjoy participating in the ODG and can get back the community feel of our club. I look 
forward to the first meeting scheduled for Jan 13, 2021. 

The OOS Board 

mailto:Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html
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Zoom Meetings Reminder 

 

 Please register for each monthly Zoom meeting by the deadline indicated. Although we have 

not approached the limit yet, we do have limited “seats” and this cannot be exceeded. 

 Registration must be done for each separate meeting. 

 If you have not received your link after registration, you must let me know 

(janet.johns@sympatico.ca) at least 1 hour before the meeting starts. Once the meeting is 

started at about 1:00 p.m., I am not available. 

 Please sign on to the meeting before 1:25 p.m. You will be put into a waiting room, and it 

takes time to let you in. Once I have started the meeting at 1:30 p.m., you may have to wait 

for a few minutes as I share my screen for the opening protocols and agenda. 

 
 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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November Meeting Recap 
 
A total of 50 members registered for the meeting and 48 attended. 
 

1. Jan Johns went over meeting protocols. It was decided to leave the meeting open for several 

minutes at the end so that participants that wished to could converse amongst themselves. 

2. Dave Cooper went over the agenda for the day. 

3. Jean Hollebone gave an interesting talk about Maxillaria. Many questions were asked and 

answered. Thanks to Pat Boisvert for his assistance with the questions. 

4. Jean Hollebone indicated that the order from Gold Country Orchids would now be delayed 

until the spring as there has been a delay getting the documentation needed and it is now 

getting cold. She will be picking up the Orchids in Our Tropics order together with the 

Ravenvison order later in the week and will call those who made orders to arrange for 

pickup. 

5. André Couture introduced the Virtual Show Table Results. The judges commented on each 

orchid of the alliances they judged (André, Marie-Josée Bergeron, Jean Hollebone, Joyce 

Medcalf) and announced the winners except for Scott de Vito who was unable to attend the 

meeting. André then announced the Best of Show Table (see results on page 9). Thanks to 

all who submitted entries and congratulations to the winners (14 members submitted 31 

entries). 

6. Dave Cooper mentioned that we are still looking for someone to look after the OOS 

Facebook page.   

7. Jan Johns went over the plans for our December Social.  We will have culture chats from 

our local members on 3 or 4 alliances together with the Virtual Show Table which will be 

held a week closer to the meeting date, a few holiday greetings with a toast to the season and 

the impending New Year with a beverage of choice. A poll was posted for participants to 

register which orchid alliance they wished spoken about. The results are as follows: 

Oncidium 6 
Cattleya  5 
Lycaste 5 
Pleurothallid 5 
Dendrobium 4 
Phragmepidium 4 
Paphiopedilum 3 
Phalaenopsis 2 
Tolumnia 2 
Masdavillia 2 
Vanda 1 

 
8. The meeting portion was adjourned. Several members stayed on to chat and ask more 

questions of our speaker. 
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November Virtual Show Table Results 

NOVEMBER VIRTUAL SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE GROWER NAME OF PLANT RIBBON 

AWARD 

Cattleya  

Jennie McCloskey 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Smiley Aoki 

(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Apricot Sunset x 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Toshie Aoki) {Apricot Sunset 

(Rlc. Sunset Bay (Miyamoto) x Rlc. Apricot Flare)} 

1st 

Marcel Carrière 
Cattlianthe Sagarik Wax (Cattleya Summerland Girl x 

Cattlianthe Chocolate Drop) 

2nd 

David Kalb Cattleya coccinea h.f. flava 2nd 

Sue Bowering Cattleya Fire Magic AM/AOS ‘Krull-Smith’ (Cattleya 

Tokyo Magic x Cattleya Fire Fantasy)  

3rd 

Monique Savard 

Rhyncattleanthe Ruyu Girl (Rhyncholaeliocattleya 

Tzeng-Wen Beauty x Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little 

Love) 

3rd 

Cypripedium  

Hélène Mondou Paphiopedilum Victoria-regina (Syn. chamberlainianum) 1st 

Marcel Carrière 
Phragmipedium Calurum (Syn. Ainswirthii) 

(Phragmipedium longifolium x Phragmipedium Sedenii) 

2nd 

Dendrobium  

Sue Bowering Dendrobium Enobi Purple ‘Splash’ AM/AOS 

(Dendrobium Enobi Komachi x Dendrobium Laguna 

Princess) 

1st 

Monique Savard Dendrobium nobile 2nd 

Oncidium  

Ann Nakamura Oncidium Twinkle (Oncidium cheirophorum x Oncidium 

sotoanum) ‘Red Fantasy’ 

1st 

Monique Savard Oncidium Sharry Baby ‘Sweet Fragrance’ AM/AOS 

(Oncidium Jamie Sutton x Oncidium Honolulu) 

2nd 

Jan Johns Oncostele (Syn. Wilsonara) Eye Candy (Oncostele 

Catatante x Oncidium Barossa Delight) 'Pinkie' 

3rd 

Monique Savard Psychopsis papilio 3rd 

Phalaenopsis  

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis NOID  1st 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Crystal Surprise (Phalaenopsis Lioulin 

Venus x Phalaenopsis LD's Bear Queen) 

2nd 

Jan Johns Phalaenopsis bellina 3rd 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Anthura Gold (Unknown x Unknown) OR 

Phalaenopsis Anthura Manchester (Unknown x 

Unknown)  

3rd 

Vanda  Hessalene Attong Vanda Adisak Happiness (Vanda Siam Spots x Vanda 

Bitz's Heartthrob) 'Orange' 

1st 

Hessalene Attong Waironara (Syn. Perreiraara) Tango Fire (Perreiraara 

Bangkok Sunset x Renanthera storiei) 

2nd 

Miscellaneous 

Monique Savard Cycnodes Taiwan Orange 1st 

Jean Hollebone Dendrochilum glumaceum 2nd 

Jennie McCloskey Cycnodes Wine Delight (Cycnoches lehmannii x 

Mormodes sinuata) 

3rd 

Best of Show 

Table 

Monique Savard Cycnodes Taiwan Orange  



10 

 

  Miscellaneous  

Vanda Alliance 

1
st

 2
nd

 

Vanda Adisak Happiness 
Hessalene Attong  

Waironara (Syn. Perreiraara) Tango Fire 
Hessalene Attong  

2
nd

 

Dendrochilum glumaceum 
Jean Hollebone 

1
st

 

 

Best of Show Table 
Cycnodes Taiwan Orange 

Monique Savard 

3
rd

 

Cycnodes Wine Delight 
Jennie McCloskey  
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Rhyncholaeliocattleya Smiley Aoki 
Jennie McCloskey  

Cattleya coccinea h.f. flava 
David Kalb 

1
st

 

2
nd

 

2
nd

 

Cattlianthe Sagarik Wax  
Marcel Carrière 

3
rd

 

Cattleya Fire Magic AM/AOS ‘Krull-Smith’ 
Sue Bowering  

Rhyncattleanthe Ruyu Girl 
Monique Savard  

3
rd

 

Cattleya Alliance 

Dendrobium 
Alliance 1

st
 

Dendrobium Enobi Purple ‘Splash’ AM/AOS 
Sue Bowering  2

nd
 

Dendrobium nobile 
Monique Savard 
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Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Cypripedium Alliance 

2
nd

 

1
st

 

Phragmipedium Calurum 
Marcel Carrière  

Paphiopedilum Victoria-regina 
Hélène Mondou  

Phalaenopsis NOID 
Mila Kouznetsova  

1
st

 

Phalaenopsis Crystal Surprise 
Monique Savard  

2
nd

 3
rd

 

Phalaenopsis bellina 
Jan Johns 

3
rd

 

Phalaenopsis Anthura Gold 
Mila Kouznetsova   
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Oncidium Alliance 

Oncidium Twinkle ‘Red Fantasy’ 
Ann Nakamura 

1
st

 2
nd

 

Oncidium Sharry Baby  
‘Sweet Fragrance’ AM/AOS 

Monique Savard  
Psychopsis papilio 
Monique Savard  

Oncostele (Syn. Wilsonara) Eye Candy 
Jan Johns  

3
rd

 

3
rd
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Synopsis of Dr. Jean Hollebone’s Presentation on Maxillaria  
(transcribed by Jan Johns with permission) 
 
Jean mentioned that she undertook the research of Maxillaria because it is an understudied and 
little-known group of New World Orchids. The genus Maxillaria currently sits at 650 and counting 
mostly epiphytic species ranging from Central Mexico through Central and South America to 
Brazil. They have been understudied because of the location of this genus in sometimes forbidden 
and isolated areas (Colombia) and their lack of large, bright “exciting” flowers. Their habitat is 

diverse, ranging from dry scrublands, wet coastal areas, mountain 
range valleys and cool mountain cloud forests at 1500 m. Species 
from the latter habitat are quite difficult to grow outside of their 
natural habitat. Maxillaria crossifolia is the only North American 
species. It is found deep in the Florida Everglades and is a 
common species in hot, wet tropical swamps on the Caribbean side 
of Central and South America as far south as southern Brazil, but it 
is not found in collections. 
 
The taxonomy of Maxillaria is confusing. They are a remarkably 
diverse group of orchids – some are sympodial, some monopodial, 

some have pseudobulbs and some do not. Flower forms are varied as are the pollination strategies 
and the foliar form. Many wonderful examples were presented. However, the one identifying 
feature is the jawbone-like appearance of the column and li. (maxilla is Latin for jaw). The column 
forms a foot to which the lip is attached like a hinge. The side lobes of the lip curl up on either side 
of the column to make it look like a jaw – or maxilla. 
 
The Maxillaria currently in cultivation and in collections exist because they were the easiest to 

collect in the wild, easiest to grow in cultivation and have the showiest 
flowers and many have a pleasing fragrance. 58% of awards have gone to 
only 10 of the 650+ species. The most well-known is Maxillaria tenuifolia 
often called the “coconut orchid” due to its fragrance. It is easy to grow, 
flower and propagate requiring bright 
light and cool nights to flower. This 
mahogany red coloured beauty has been 
grown in Mexican and Peruvian gardens 
for centuries and was first grown in 

Europe in 1838 where it became a favourite of British greenhouses 
appearing in American collections in the 1950’s. Jean showed many 
of the awarded species and how the form improved over time with 
cultivation. There is also a rare yellow version.  

  

M. tenuifolia ‘Tower Grove’  

Photo by F. T. Ott 

M. sanguinea  

Photo by M. Brannen 

M. Maui Coconut ‘Westfield’ 

Photo by J. Harris 
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Maxillaria sanguinea is another cultivar which is closely related with slightly smaller flowers and 
similar growing conditions. It also has a yellow form. There are about 70 cultivated hybrids, 
although not many have been awarded. The most awards are for Maxillaria Maui Coconut, the 
cross between tenuifolia and sanguinea which has the best qualities of both orchid species. 

 
 
 

A species that is cool growing and requiring shady conditions is Maxillaria longipetala. Flowers have 
longer petals and there is variation in color from cream, yellow, orange and red. It can be grown 
with cooler growing pleurothallids. Maxillaria picta is related, but with smaller flowers but happy to 
grow at intermediate temperatures. Flowers are attractive with a base of yellow/ochre and purple 
spotting on white petals.  
 
Maxillaria sanderiana with large Lycaste-like flowers ranging from white to yellow is another cooler 
growing orchid requiring high humidity. Several hybrids with sanderiana were shown, but it is not a 
beginner’s orchid and is more difficult to grow because of its temperature and humidity 
requirements. Maxillaria striata has the largest flowers, 5-6 inches. It is another cloud forest orchid 
requiring cooler conditions. Several hybrids have been produced. Another highly awarded cool 
growing species is Maxillaria fractiflexa. It has delightful, curled petals that give it a spidery form – 
and sometimes look like eyes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

M. longipetala ‘Eichenfels’ 
Photo by C.M. Fitch 

M. picta ‘Epigarden’ 

Photo by K. Jacobsen 
M. sanderiana ‘Chester Hills’ 

Photo by M. Bachner 

M. fractiflexa 
Photos by P.O. Valdevieso 

M. striata ‘King Tut’ 
Photo by C.M. Fitch 
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An easier orchid to grow is 
Maxillaria variabilis, an 
intermediate growing species 
like tenuifolia which has a variety 
of colours forming pretty, 
compact plants. Jardin 
botanique de Montréal received 

a CCE of 91 points, in 2014 for a huge specimen 
plant on a cork mount with 1,000 flowers and 50 
buds on 1,050 inflorescences. The flowers are golden 
yellow brushed dark orange distally. Maxillaria schunkeana is known for its small, 

deep black-purple flowers. It also grows well under 
intermediate conditions. 
 

Maxillaria sophronitis is Jean’s favourite – a compact growing plant  
with tiny red flowers, thought to be pollinated by 
hummingbirds. It is an intermediate to cool growing orchid 
which needs to be kept moist. Interest in creating hybrids 
from these species is increasing. Ecuagenera is taking the 
commercial lead. The future of this species is bright and full 
of potential. Jean encourages us to think about adding some 
of these to our collections. 
 

Culture Information: 
 
Warm, Intermediate growers:  M. tenuifolia, picta, sanguinea, 
schunkeana, variabilis  
 
These are generally the easiest to grow under home conditions. They should be potted in an open 
mix that drains rapidly, but stays moist such as tree fern, small Orchiata or fine bark mix. Fine bark 
with sphagnum is good. Plastic pots or baskets are good for growth upwards and outwards. Light 
requirements indoors are similar to those of Cattleya. Strong morning light with dappled afternoon 
shade is recommended. Thicker leaved varieties are comfortable in a normal household humidity, 
but thinner leaf species require more than 60% humidity. Fertilize weekly weakly with half strength 
balanced fertilizer, but flush with water once a month. This can be stopped during winter months 
and resumed in the spring. 
 
Cooler growing species:  M. longipetala, fractiflexa, striata, sanderiana, sophronites 
 
These are best grown in clay pots or baskets with sphagnum moss added to the mix. They need a 
cool basement or cool orchidarium with a temperature drop of 8-10°C at night. 
  

Maxillaria variabilis 
Photos by Jardin botanique de Montréal 

Maxillaria schunkeana  
Photo by C.J. Plahn 

Maxillaria sophronitis  
and flower NS 1.2 cm 
Photo by J. Higham  
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Best of Show Table 2020 

 

 

 

 
  

January 2020 
Renanthera monachica 

Monique Savard 

February 2020 
Cattlianthe White Bridal 'Yuki' (Cattleya 
Angelwalker x Cattlianthe Candy Tuft) 

Monique Savard 

March 2020 
Leptotes pohlitinocoi 

Angèle Biljan 

April 2020 

Best Species 
Pleurothallis bivalvis 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS 

Joyce Medcalf  

April 2020 

Best Hybrid 
Catt. Memoria Evelyn Light 'Spotter’  

Marilyn Light  

April 2020 

President’s choice 
Phragmipedium caudatum 'Lyn'  

Sue Bowering  

October 2020 
Catasetum fimbriatum 

André Couture 

November 2020 
Cycnodes Taiwan Orange 

Monique Savard 

December 2020? 
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Editor’s Wrap 
 
Welcome Back!  
What an inning it has been, the year 2020! They say crisis is the mother of 
invention. We were walloped in one or many ways but we most certainly 
triumphed. All throughout, we remained resilient, authentic, active, 
enthusiastic, creative, and more importantly, we stuck together. As we 
prepare to leave 2020 behind us, in anticipation of better things ahead in 
2021, let us all raise our glasses and make a toast for health, happiness and 
peace. Cheers everyone! 
 
I am rarely able to make it to the in-person meetings during the regular 
season as we travel a lot because of my son’s basketball games and I travel 
for my work too. So the situation at large and the virtual set up presented 
the opportunity for me to attend the meetings regularly. Earlier in the year, I did make it to the 
OOS auction, to the SOOS Show in February in Toronto, and I met some of you in March, just 
before we suspened meetings for the season. Looking back, taking on the role of Editor of your 
Newsletter is certainly a highlight of my 2020 for sure. An orchid shopping spree was another one! 
You may have noticed the pictures of my orchids in bloom that make it into Spike. My orchids 

have never been this happy, now that they get checked a few times a day . Equally so, I am 
beginning to talk orchids, drink orchids and dream orchids. They have consumed me. They make 
up my meditation, yoga and spirituality practice.  
 
I looked through the January 2020 - Nov 2020 Spike archives to get a sense of what we 
accomplished in 2020. We accomplished a lot indeed. In January, we heard about ‘The Amazing, 
Tiny World of Pleurothallids’ from Steve Gonzalez, there was the Annual Auction in February, and a 
talk by Shaun Hillis of Garden Slippers on ‘Native Cypripediums’ in March, before having to cancel 
the Annual Show in April as well as the monthly meeting in May. But we returned strong in 
September with an excellent talk by Dr. Leslie Ee on Dendrobium cuthbertsonii, which marked our first 
virtual meeting of the 2020 - 2021 season. It was followed by another excellent talk by Fred Clarke 
of California about ‘Mini Cattleyas’, and then in November, our own Dr. Jean Hollebone gave us a 
wonderful ‘Tour of the Maxillarias’. We have continued to have our Show Tables virtually, with 
excellent participation from many of you. Have a look at the highlights from our Show Tables. 
Continuing with 2020 highlights, we ordered plants and supplies. We even started a couple of new 
things such as ‘Orchid Learning Circles’, an ‘Orchid Discussion Group’, and have also initiated a 
new ‘Awards policy’. Above all, we started Zooming. They say ‘all’s well that ends well’ and in the 
end, despite some difficulties, we all did well as a Society.  
 
I must admit that none of this would have been possible without your support and participation. 
So, a big THANK YOU to you, my fellow members of the OOS. A big THANKS to our Board 
for making it all happen. 
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Don’t you think that calls for another toast? Let us raise our glasses again to all that we have 
achieved together! Cheers to YOU and to US! 
 
Thanks to everyone who has contributed and continue to contribute to Spike. Jan Johns, thanks for 
your effective coordination and organisation skills, thanks for leading the ‘Orchids Learning Circle’ 

and for writing half of Spike each month . Thank you Dave for efficiently managing the Society’s 
website, for chairing the meetings, and for your contributions to Spike. Thank you Pam for your 
attentiveness to details and keeping the Board Meetings running smoothly every month. Thank you 
Doug for keeping the Society’s finances healthy. Thank you Pat for being such an active Member 
of the Board and for your creative ideas for improving the Society’s services, and for initiating the 
‘Orchid Discussion Group’. I am sure that our members will love it. Thank you Jean and André for 
managing the plant and plant supplies orders. Thank you Helen for handling memberships and for 
being our communication rep. Thank you Janet Johns, Joyce and Margaret for your support. 
 
Did I forget anyone? Ah Ah…how can I forget her? A big THANKS to my dear Arlene for her 

eagle eyes – nothing escapes them and my English is getting better by the Spike .  
 
The third time is the charm they say, so my fellow orchid lovers let us raise 
our glasses once again and this time, to a joyful and safe Holiday Season! 
Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah, and Happy New Year! If I have missed 
any other festival, Happy festivities! 
 
See you on December 20th. 
 

Sabina Gupta 
Editor, Spike Newsletter 
 


