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December 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

SPIKE 
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society 

 
Festive Potluck Social with Raffled Gift Exchange or  

Donation to Orchid Conservation 
 

 
 

The December meeting is our annual Holiday Social. Come enjoy the company of your fellow 
orchid growers. Remember to bring your plants for the Show Table. There will be a short period 
of announcements followed by the judging of the Show Table, treats and a raffled gift exchange. 
Please bring one item of finger food for the party table and if you want to participate in the gift 
exchange, please bring a wrapped gift (up to a $20 value). For those who prefer, there will be an 
opportunity to make a contribution towards a local orchid conservation. 
 

There is no Orchids 101 this month.  
Don’t forget to bring in your blooming orchids. 
This is a closed meeting for Members only and their Families. 

 

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month 
From September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m. 

at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa 
MEMBERSHIP:  $25.00 from September 1 to August 31. $5.00 donation for Visitors 

Don’t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table. 
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President’s Message  
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the talk by David Sorokowsky at last month’s 
meeting, and that you were able to purchase one or more of his excellent 
plants. We are now expecting to see some great multifloral paphs on our 
Show Table in future meetings! For our December meeting we have our 
annual Christmas Social with our very popular potluck table. Please 
remember to bring in some of your favourite goodies to share!  
 
The first meeting of the Show Committee was on November 19th and we all 
agreed on the Poster for this year, which is now available in the website on 

the Show Information page. You will notice that we have had to increase the admission price this 
year, from $12 to $14 for regular admission. This is to offset the increased costs for renting the RA 
Centre curling rink, as well as various other cost increases. We will still have the $2-off 
coupon/bookmark as before, also available through the website. I have sent out invitations to all our 
previous Show participants as well as several new ones. So far, I have received positive responses 
from four exhibitors and 14 vendors. We have a total of 28 sales tables spoken for already, well on 
our way to another full house!  
 
Best Wishes to all for the holiday season! 
 

 

Dave Cooper 
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Continuing Program for 2019 - 2020 
 

January Steve Gonzales of Minnesota will speak on an Introduction to 
Pleurothallids 

February Auction 

March Shaun Hillis of Garden Slippers will speak on native Cypripediums 

April 39th Annual Ottawa Orchid Society Show April 25 - 26, 2020 

May Jean Ikeson to speak on the trail of White Cattleyas 

June - August Summer Vacation 

 
January 19:  The amazing, tiny world of Pleurothallids presented by Steve Gonzalez. Steve is a 
very personable speaker from the Minneapolis Orchid Society and an AOS Judge. He can speak on 
many subjects but we have asked him to speak on Pleurothallids about which most of us, except 
Joyce, know very little. This is certain to be an interesting and entertaining talk. 
 
February 16:  Our Annual Auction. A chance to donate those items you are no longer using and a 
wonderful chance to pick up plants and supplies donated by others. The proceeds of the auction go to 
support the Toronto and Montréal Judging Centers that also judge at our annual shows. Please look 
around for items you can donate which may be useful to others.  
 
March 15:  Cypripediums for the Garden presented by Shawn Hillis, Garden Slippers, Calgary, 
Alberta. He will talk about slipper orchids that can be grown out of doors. He will illustrate his talk 
with photos of those he has overwintered successfully in his backyard in Calgary. Shawn will explain 
in detail the care and the nurturing required to keep them growing. If he can grow successfully in 
Calgary, we should be able to do so in Ottawa. He will be bringing plants for sale. Also at this 
meeting, Robert St. Jean of our society will have a limited number of local pink and white species 
(Cypripedium reginae) lady slippers for sale which he has grown successfully from seed. 
 
April 25 - 26:  The Ottawa Orchid Society Annual Show at the RA Centre. Be sure to volunteer for 
this awesome event and to sign up for clerking on the Saturday morning judging. You will be assigned 
to a judging team (please contact Janet Johns). This is a wonderful way to learn from the Accredited 
Judges about what makes a prize winning orchid as well as learning various tips on growing and 
showing your orchids. Volunteers get into the show for free and it is a great time for fellowship and 
fun together.  
 
May 17:  The Road to White Cattleyas presented by Jean Ikeson, AOS National Training 
Coordinator and AOS Judge. Jean is a passionate orchidist who is Chair of the AOS Editorial Board. 
She brings you fascinating articles about orchids, month after month in Orchids Magazine. Everyone 
has seen the gorgeous white Cattleyas used in wedding bouquets and as prom corsages. She will tell 
us the stories related to how they were developed and became such an important social rite of 
passage.  
 
June (third week):  A trip to Purdon Fen will be arranged if there is enough interest. Experience the 
breathtaking sights of 12,000 or so Queen’s Showy Lady Slippers in bloom, in their natural habitat, 
and the other wildflowers in bloom at this time.  
 

Jean Hollebone 
Program Chair  
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OOS Show Poster for 2020 
 

 
 
 
 



6 

 

Orchids 101 - November 2019 
 
Thanks to Joyce Medcalf for her excellent presentation on Showing your Orchids. She explained what 
the Judges are looking for and how to prepare your orchids for Orchid Shows to win ribbons. Below is 
a detailed list of how to prepare your plants, how to pack your plants for transportation to an orchid 
show, making a display, and what supplies you need.  
 

 
 
Plant Prep  
 
To prepare the plant, first check for pests. Use a magnifying glass to be sure. Remove any damaged 
or old flowers and leaves with a sterile tool. Clean the foliage using water or water with a little milk on 
a paper towel, using a new paper towel for each plant. NEVER use plant shine products as they clog 
pores and are too shiny. 
 
Display staking should be done as soon as flowers and or inflorescences emerge (months/weeks 
ago). Display stake(s) should be as thin as possible, only brown or dark green with floral tape to 
match. Do not use white shish kabob stakes, big twist ties, or shiny, fluorescent 'butterfly' clips, not 
even plain green ones as they are too distracting. 
 
Make sure to clean the pot. Leave decorative pots at home to prevent damage as they will not be 
used. Do make sure your plant can stand up in its pot, otherwise put it inside a heavier one to ensure 
it doesn't fall over and damage the flowers. 
 
Put your name and phone number on the back or underneath the pot so it can be returned to its 
rightful owner. Leave the plant name tag in the pot (it will eventually be hidden). 
 
  

Packing Plants  
 
Stake each inflorescence for transport. Protect plants from wobbling with crumpled newspapers 
between them. Pack carefully, and do not try to cram too many plants in one box. Most importantly, if 
the weather is cold, put the entire box/carton in a big garbage bag. Put your name and plant names 
on the outside of the bag, as well as inside. 
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Displays  
 
Overall, the height of the display should be 1.5 times its width. Don't feel obligated to use the entire 
table. The table cloth should reach the floor on any visible sides. 
 
Remember to use colour flow - whites and yellows draw the viewer's eye through the display. The 
focal point of the display should be 2/3rds of the way up, not front and centre. Place smaller ones in 
front and larger plants at the back, but avoid 'soldiers' (plants lined up in rows). Small blank spaces 
are ok. Each plant needs its own space, don't cram them together. Keep labels, small and simple, no 
fancy borders needed. Use the plant's complete name (e.g., use Genus name Phalaenopsis, NOT 
Phal.)  
  
 

Displays:   Supplies and Tool Kit  
  

 Table cover, (big enough to reach the floor in front and on sides!) and extra material for back 
drop if needed (where location is unknown beforehand)  

 Fabric to cover pots 

 Drift wood, moss, bark slabs/pieces 

 Small foliage plants of appropriate size, if any are used. Only green.  

 Extra pots in various sizes 

 Blocks of styrofoam to elevate plants as needed 

 Wire:  fine, medium, heavy  

 Screws and screw drivers  

 Wire cutters:  small and larger  

 Pliers:  needle nose and regular vise grips 

 Tapes: Scotch, masking, electrical, packing, duct, floral both green and brown 

 'Sterile' razor blades 

 Plant labels, cut to same size 

 Pen:  silver or gold  

 Scissors  

 Stapler  

 Stakes in various sizes - green/brown to blend in  

 Small step ladder  

 Dustpan and brush  

 Digital camera  
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Multifloral Paphiopedilums 
 

           
 
 
Many thanks to David Sorokowsky, our Guest Speaker at our OOS November Meeting. His 
presentation on Multi-floral Paphiopedilums was educational and very interesting. He owns Paph 
Paradise along with his wife Stacey. Paph Paradise is located in Lockeford, California, U.S.A. Multi-
floral Paphiopedilums are the largest members of the Paph family. They require a bit more space but 
show a spectacular display of flowers.  
 

 
 

Multiflorals require more light than most other Paphs. They can grow along side of Cattleyas. They 
also like warm temperatures, 80’s during the day in the summer and nights in the 60’s. They will 
tolerate 50’s on winter nights but keep them on the dry side when it’s cold to prevent rot. 
A balanced fertilizer will work for this group. They are heavy feeders during the growing season so 
1/2 strength of a 20-20-20 plant food will work. Multiflorals require more calcium than some others. 
This is usually supplied by the calcium occurring in municipal tap water. If you have very soft water or 
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use pure water you may want to add a calcium supplement to your regime. Let these plants dry out a 
bit between waterings. 
 
Since these plants are rather large, they require a larger grade of bark. Larger bark and drier culture 
mean that the media will not break down too quickly, so repotting is usually done every other year. 
If you live in Florida or a similar climate you can grow these outside under light shade. Just protect 
them when the rare frosty night comes along. 
 
https://paphparadise.com/paphiopedilum-care-feeding/ 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Angèle Biljan  
 
Congratulations to Angèle Biljan, who won a 'JC' (Judges Commendation) for her  
Phalaenopsis tetraspis 'Lilianne' JC/AOS on November 2, 2019 at the Toronto Judging Center. 
 
 

 
 

Phalaenopsis tetraspis 'Lilianne' JC/AOS 
Photo taken by Ed Cott 

 

 

 

 

https://paphparadise.com/paphiopedilum-care-feeding/
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR NOVEMBER 17, 2019 
 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO # 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Cattlianthe Japanese Beauty 'Sakura' 
HCC/AOS (Cattlianthe Fairyland x Cattleya 
Misaki Bells) 

Peter Mazerolle 3 

2nd Cattlianthe Tristar Bouquet (Cattleya 
Rosette Warland x Cattlianthe Chocolate 
Drop) 

Angèle Biljan 4 

3rd Brassocattleya Morning Glory (Brassavola 
nodosa x Cattleya purpurata) 

Bev Burtnyk 5 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by Dave Sorokowski 

1st Paphiopedilum Katrina (Paphiopedilum 
Willowspring x Paphiopedilum 
charlesworthii) 

Claude Brault 6 

2nd Paphiopedilum Macabre Lady 
(Paphiopedilum Lady Macbeth x 
Paphiopedilum Macabre Magic) 

Bev Burtnyk 7 

Oncidium Alliance 
Judged by Marie-Josée 
Bergeron 

1st Prosthechea cochleata 
(Actually Cattleya Alliance) 

Maria Martins 8 

2nd Zelemnia Midas 
(Tolumnia Red Belt x Zelenkoa onusta) 

Angèle Biljan 9 

3rd Oncidium Sharry Baby (Oncidium Jamie 
Sutton x Oncidium Honolulu) 

Maria Martins 10 

Dendrobium Alliance 
Judged by Marie-Josée 
Bergeron 

1st Dendrochilum formosanum 
 

Maria Martins 11 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Monique Savard 12 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Claude Brault 13 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Claude Brault 14 

3rd Phalaenopsis tetraspis 'Lilianne' JC/AOS Angèle Biljan 15 

3rd Phalaenopsis Germaine Vincent 
(Phalaenopsis violacea x Phalaenopsis 
speciosa) 

Maria Martins 16 

Vanda Alliance 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Vanda coerulea Angèle Biljan 17 

Pleurothallid Alliance  
Judged by André Couture 

1st Restrepia Frank Feysa Joyce Medcalf 18 

2nd Restrepia guttulata 'Ecuagenera' AM/AOS Joyce Medcalf 19 

Miniature  
Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Oberonia No Name Species Angèle Biljan 20 

2nd Tolumnia No Name Hybrid Claude Brault 21 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by Joyce Medcalf  

1st Zygopetalum Advance Australia 'Night Sky' 
HCC/AOS (Zygopetalum Titanic x 
Zygopetalum Helen-Ku) 

Jane Thompson 1 

2nd Cycnodes Taiwan Orange (Cycnodes 
Taiwan Gold x Cycnodes Jumbo Jewel) 

Monique Savard 2 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by André Couture, 
Marie-Josée Bergeron & 
Joyce Medcalf 

 Zygopetalum Advance Australia 'Night 
Sky' HCC/AOS (Zygopetalum Titanic x 
Zygopetalum Helen-Ku) 

Jane 
Thompson 

1 

Member's Choice 
Judged by Asif Islam  

 Cycnodes Taiwan Orange (Cycnodes 
Taiwan Gold x Cycnodes Jumbo Jewel) 

Monique 
Savard 

2 

 
Member’s Choice:  Beautiful bright colour; all four flowers same size, very uniform; well grown. 
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        Best of Show Table  

Zygopetalum Advance Australia 'Night Sky' HCC/AOS 
(Zygopetalum Titanic x Zygopetalum Helen-Ku) 

Grown by Jane Thompson 
Photo taken by Arlene Lang 

 
 

Congratulations to Jane Thompson who received an  
HCC/AOS of 78 points at the Montréal Supplementary 

Judging Centre in November 2020. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Member’s Choice 
 

Cycnodes Taiwan Orange  
(Cycnodes Taiwan Gold x Cycnodes Jumbo Jewel) 

Grown by Monique Savard 
Judged by Asif Islam 

Photo taken by Arlene Lang 
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Photos taken by Arlene Lang 
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Joyce Medcalf judging the Show Table 
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André Couture judging the Show Table 
with Joyce Medcalf and Marcel Carrière  
looking on. 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Student Judge Marie-Josée Bergeron, judging 
the Show Table 

 
 

 
 

 
Member's Choice Judging, Asif Islam 
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Novice Dendrobium Culture Sheet 
 

den-DROH-bee-um 

 
 

Dendrobium is a diverse genus of orchids with different cultural needs. This culture information is for 
the phalenopsis-type dendrobiums pictured above. They are evergreen with thin, tall stems 
(pseudobulbs). 
 

Water 

Water your orchids in the morning so that the leaves are dry before night. How often to water 
depends on the potting media used, the type of pot (plastic or clay), and the size of the pot. 
Dendrobiums like to be in small pots and are usually much taller than the pot is wide. Because they 
are usually large plants in relatively small pots, watering twice a week is about average. They like to 
be almost dry before re-watering. 
 
When watering, place the plant in the sink and use tepid water. Do not use salt-softened or distilled 
water. Let the water run through the plant for a minute or so. Be sure to let the plant drain completely. 
 
This is a good time to look closely at your plant for any sign of insects or disease. 
 

Light 
Dendrobiums need lots of light, but not direct sun. A lightly shaded south window is best. East or west 
facing windows are satisfactory if bright (avoid direct sun except at the beginning or end of the day). 
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Temperature 

Dendrobiums can withstand hot weather if adequate ventilation and humidity are provided. They are 
best grown when the temperature is between 65°F and 75°F in the day and between 55ºF to 60ºF at 
night. 
 
Keep in mind that temperatures close to the window on a windowsill will be colder or hotter than your 
general house temperature. 
 

Fertilizer  

Any balanced orchid fertilizer (look at the numbers on the container, 20-20-20, etc.) can be used to 
fertilize your orchid. Feed weakly (1/4 strength) weekly works well for dendrobiums. Once a month 
use clear water to flush any accumulated salts from the potting mix. 
 

Tips 
Use a shallow tray of pebbles filled with water to increase humidity around your plants. Be sure the 
pot does not sit in water as this will rot the roots. 
 
Give your plants room for air to circulate around them. Crowding of plants can lead to problems with 
insect infestations and fungus. A small fan will help provide good air circulation around your plants. 
 
When your plant has finished blooming, you can cut the flowering stem at the point where it came out 
of the tall thin pseudobulbs. Do not cut off the tall thin stem because the new flower stem will grow 
from there. Continue watering and fertilizing and within a year a new growth will spike to begin the 
blooming cycle again! 
 
When re-potting, use a small pot; using a large pot will slow growth and reduces flowering 
significantly. Re-pot every two to three years. 

 
http://www.aos.org/orchids/culture-sheets/novice-dendrobium.aspx 
 
Many thanks to the American Orchid Society for the use of your Culture sheet on Phalaenopsis type 
Dendrobiums. 

 

 
 

Grinch Tree designed by Creative Edge Flowers 
 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/culture-sheets/novice-dendrobium.aspx
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USPS to go Wild for Orchids! 
AOS Orchid-gram 
 
The United States Postal Service is releasing new stamps in 2020 - Wild Orchids! The American 
Orchid Society will be hosting the First Day of Issue Ceremony for these stamps on February 21st, 
2020 at the AOS Library located in Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in Coral Gables, Florida. Each 
stamp features a photograph of one of nine species that grows wild in the United States: 
Cypripedium californicum, Hexalectris spicata, Cypripedium reginae, Spiranthes odorata, Triphora 
trianthophoros, Platanthera grandiflora, Cyrtopodium polyphyllum, Calopogon tuberosus, and 
Platanthera leucophaea.  
 
A First Day of Issue Ceremony is held for each new stamp release the day the stamps go on sale 
across the USA. National and local media are invited to help get the word out about the new stamps 
and USPS broadcasts the Ceremony live on Facebook and Twitter. USPS also sells the stamps at 
the Ceremony along with other related philatelic products. 

 

Wild Orchids 
 

Here is the official USPS Press Release: 
 
The Postal Service celebrates the exotic beauty of orchids with 10 new stamps in booklets of 20 and 
coils of 3,000 and 10,000. Each stamp features a photograph of one of nine species that grow wild 
in the United States: Cypripedium californicum, Hexalectris spicata, Cypripedium reginae, 
Spiranthes odorata, Triphora trianthophoros, Platanthera grandiflora, Cyrtopodium polyphyllum, 
Calopogon tuberosus and Platanthera leucophaea. Orchids also have common names, with some 
plants having several different names in popular use. Art director Ethel Kessler designed the stamps 
with existing photographs by Jim Fowler! 

 
www.aos.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.aos.com/
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Montréal Judging Center Meetings 
 
Members are welcome to assist at the judging meetings. Meetings are held in the main building of the 
Montréal Botanical Garden. Those attending should register at the Security desk (the exact room 
number will be posted on the sign-in sheet). The meetings are held on the 3rd Saturday of each 
month except for March and April (Judging is then held in conjunction with the Montréal or Ottawa 
Orchid Shows). In December, by exception, the meeting is held on the 2nd Saturday. 
 
This December, Scott De Vito will do a presentation on Paphiopedilum Subgenus Parvisepalum, and 
in January 2020, Michel Tremblay will present Phalaenopsis bellina. 

 
 
Montréal Supplemental Judging Center  
Plants awarded in November 2019 

 
Photographers: Thang Dam and Patrick Boisvert 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Liparis swennsonii 

'Jardin botanique de Montréal' 
CBR/AOS 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de 
Montréal 

 

 

 

 

 
Note:  Award pending confirmation 
of name by the Species Task Force 

Identification  
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Maxillaria alpestris 

'Jardin botanique de Montréal' 
CBR/AOS 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de 
Montréal 

 
Note:  Award pending confirmation 
of name by the Species Task Force 

Identification 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Platystele orectoglossa 

'Jardin botanique de Montréal' 
CCM/AOS  81 points 

Owner:  Jardin botanique de Montréal 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Zygopetalum Advance Australia 

'Night Sky' 
HCC/AOS 78 points 

Owner:  Jane Thompson 
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Judging Centers  

December 14:  Montréal Additional Judging Center  
They meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E,                                              
Montréal, QC H1X 2B2 
 
Jan. 4: Toronto Judging Center  
They meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue, 
Toronto, Ontario, M3C 1P2  

 

Upcoming AOS Webinars  

      January 9, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m                                                                                                                                    
      Orchid Travel in Peru with Ken Jacobson 
      Members Only 

 
 
 

      January 16, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m. 
      Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton 
      Open to the Public 

 

Upcoming U.S.A. Orchid Shows 

 
    Jan. 10 - 12:  The 20/20 Orchid Vision Show & Sale 
                          Broward County Convention Center  
                          1950  Eisenhower Blvd 
                          Fort Lauderdale, Florida. U.S.A. 
 
       https://www.flos.org/event/2020-orchid-vision-annual-orchid-show/ 
 

 
 

      Jan. 17 - 19:   Tamiami International Orchid Festival 
      Miami-Dade County Fair and Exposition 

                             10901 SW 24th Street 
                              Miami, Florida, U.S.A. 
 

http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/tiof/public/about 
                                             https://www.facebook.com/tamiamiorchidfestival/ 

 

https://www.flos.org/event/2020-orchid-vision-annual-orchid-show/
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/tiof/public/about
https://www.facebook.com/tamiamiorchidfestival/
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   Jan. 17 – 19:  The North Jersey Orchid Society 
                         Show and Sale 
                         Douglass Student Center, Rutgers University 
                         New Brunswick, New Jersey,  U.S.A. 
 

                            https://njorchids.org/annual-show/2020-north-jersey-orchid-show-and-sale/ 

 
 

Botanical Garden Orchid Shows 
 

Singapore, Malaysia - Gardens by the Bay 
 

 

 
 

.  
Nov. 14, 2019 to March 19, 2020 
 
Exotic epiphytic orchids from the faraway Amazon region are brought closer to Singapore in 
Cloud Forest’s Orchids of the Amazon, where 50 varieties are showcased amidst a lush green 
landscape of ferns, aroids and bromeliads that bring to mind the dense foliage of the rainforest.  
The Amazon rainforest has unparalleled biodiversity, which includes over 700 orchid species. 
Cloud Forest’s Orchids of the Amazon offers visitors the rare opportunity to experience a tiny 
sample of this incredible range. With the Amazon Rainforest being home to a wide variety of 
biodiversity, the display also includes replicas of animals of the region such as capybaras, sloths  
and macaws. 
 
A part of the biannual changing orchid displays in Cloud Forest, Orchids of the Amazon is the 
second orchid display for this year. 

 
https://www.gardensbythebay.com.sg/en/attractions/cloud-forest/orchid-display.html 

 
 

https://njorchids.org/annual-show/2020-north-jersey-orchid-show-and-sale/
https://www.gardensbythebay.com.sg/en/attractions/cloud-forest/orchid-display.html
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Longwood Botanical Gardens - Orchid Extravaganza 
 

 
 
Jan. 18 - March 22, 2020   
Longwood Botanical Gardens, Orchid Extravaganza                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
1001 Longwood Road, Kennett Square, PA, U.S.A 19348  
 

Inside and Out ... Wondrous Winter Awaits 
 
Preparations are underway for this year’s Orchid Extravaganza display, during which opposites will 
attract … with beautifully balanced results. 
 
Bold strokes of color and texture throughout our Conservatory will create an indoor paradise of 
whimsy and warmth. From a sea of golden Oncidium … to swirls of salmon Phalaenopsis … to a 
tapestry of vibrant Vanda … this winter our fanciful orchids will color outside the lines. 
 
Outside, the dramatic silhouettes of majestic trees and delicate grasses will paint a setting of quiet 
tranquility. Look for the graceful lines of our outdoor gardens to beautifully illustrate the soul of the 
subdued winter landscape … and hint at seasons to come. 
 
From vivacious hues to fine details, an inspired winter awaits. 
 
https://longwoodgardens.org/events-performances/orchid-extravaganza 
 

 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/1001+Longwood+Rd,+Kennett+Square,+PA+19348/@39.8711885,-75.6751545,17z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0x89c6f853fb6bbfa3:0x5c34be3bc37bf289!2s1001+Longwood+Rd,+Kennett+Square,+PA+19348!3b1!3m1!1s0x89c6f853fb6bbfa3:0x5c34be3bc37bf289
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1001+Longwood+Rd,+Kennett+Square,+PA+19348/@39.8711885,-75.6751545,17z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0x89c6f853fb6bbfa3:0x5c34be3bc37bf289!2s1001+Longwood+Rd,+Kennett+Square,+PA+19348!3b1!3m1!1s0x89c6f853fb6bbfa3:0x5c34be3bc37bf289
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1001+Longwood+Rd,+Kennett+Square,+PA+19348/@39.8711885,-75.6751545,17z/data=!4m7!1m4!3m3!1s0x89c6f853fb6bbfa3:0x5c34be3bc37bf289!2s1001+Longwood+Rd,+Kennett+Square,+PA+19348!3b1!3m1!1s0x89c6f853fb6bbfa3:0x5c34be3bc37bf289
https://longwoodgardens.org/events-performances/orchid-extravaganza
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Editor’s Wrap 

Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to You and Your Family!! 
All the Best in 2020!! 

 

 
 
The Tree on left side is from Longwood Botanical Garden, PA, U.S.A.  
Tree on right side is from Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden, NC, U.S.A.  

 
Many thanks to David Sorokowsky, owner of Paph Paradise, for his excellent presentation on Multi-
floral Paphs. I purchased a Phrag. and a Paph., that were both in excellent condition! I have a much 
better understanding of what they need to grow and flourish.  
 
We have 3 more speakers left in our 2019 - 2020 Program:  Steve Gonzales, Shaun Hillis and Jean 
Ikeson. Our Auction is in February and then our Annual Show is in April. Thanks to Jean Hollebone 
who has done an excellent job with the Program for 2019 - 2020!!!  

 
I’m excited for another year of Orchid Shows and Botanical Gardens featuring Orchids. Our Orchid 
Show is April 25 - 26, 2020. It is always a great time to get together with other orchid enthusiasts.  
It gives us all the chance to learn more about growing beautiful orchids. 
 
Thanks to Arlene Lang, who spends a lot of her free time making SPIKE a better newsletter with her 
eagle eyes! I appreciate all the help you give me!! Thanks to the Show Table Judges:  Joyce Medcalf, 
André Couture and Student Judge Marie-Josée Bergeron. 
 
On my wish list is visiting the Longwood Botanical Gardens for their Orchid Extravaganza, in 
Philadelphia, PA, U.S.A. I hear that in March when the show comes to an end, they sell these 
gorgeous orchids. They can’t keep them all. If you have an Import Permit to bring back orchids from 
the U.S.A. to Canada, check it out, you might come home with something very special! 
 
Thanks also to the Members of the Board of Directors for their input in SPIKE!!  I have always  
said that it takes many people to put together this newsletter and I am in appreciation to everyone for 
their help!! Please let me know if you want to contribute anything to SPIKE, it is your Newsletter!!  
You can email me at blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca or send me a message through the Ottawa Orchid 
Society Facebook Page. Articles, comments, jokes, pictures etc., are welcome.   
 
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to you and your family. All the Best in the New Year!!   
May 2020 bring you Health, Happiness and Prosperity!! 
 

Bev Burtnyk,  
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter  

mailto:blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca

