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December 16th is our Festive Social Potluck and Gift Exchange Raffle
Please bring a dish of your favourite food to share with the Society, and everyone who brings a
gift for the raffle table will receive a free raffle ticket. Those preferring not to participate in the
Christmas Raffle will not receive a raffle ticket. Don‟t forget to bring in your blooming orchids for
the Show Table. This meeting is not open to the Public, but you can bring a guest.
Calvin Wong, owner of Tropical Gardens Orchids, will be our Guest Speaker on January 20,
2019. We have received his plant list for those who are interested in pre-ordering. Please note
that Calvin will not be bringing plants for sale at this meeting. Members can pre-order by
sending their request to Calvin at: tropical.gardens@gmail.com. In your email, in the subject
line, please insert OOS Pre-order 2019. The deadline for pre-ordering is January 13, 2019.
The excel link for the plant list is on the OOS Webpage, www.ottawaorchidsociety.com.

Congratulations to OOS Member André Couture for his Phalaenopsis Matthew Chen „André‟s
Favorite‟, which was awarded an HCC/AOS of 77 points. Photo taken by Thang Dam.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month
from September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa
MEMBERSHIP: $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors
Don‟t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table.
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President’s Message
Hi Everyone,
Congratulations to our two new Board members: Jan Johns, elected
as Vice President at the November meeting; and Pam McLennan, our
new Conservation Representative. Thanks to both of you for stepping
up!
Hope you enjoyed Glen Decker‟s talk on Phragmipediums in
our November meeting, and I hope you picked up a lot of good
growing tips from the expert. Maybe you were also able to pick up
some new and interesting plants from him, but just in case you missed
this meeting, Glen will be coming to our April show, so you will have
another chance then to buy his excellent plants.
Speaking of the Show, I am expecting that most of our regular vendors will be coming back. I have
been busy sending out invitations to vendors and exhibitors and I have already heard back from 19
who will be coming. Once I hear from the others, I expect we will be close to the record 40 sales
tables that we had last year.
One major change for 2019, we will not be having an Art Gallery this year. This is because I have not
been able to find anyone willing to take over from Karina to organize it. Instead, we will have a photo
exhibit open only to OOS Members and Show Vendors/Exhibitors. Details will be announced in Spike
and in the website once they are available.
Hope to see all of you at the Christmas Social, and I look forward to sampling the goodies on the
buffet table! If you can bring in a small gift for the raffle table, it will also be appreciated.

Dave Cooper

Newly Elected Vice President of the OOS
We are pleased to announce that Jan Johns has been voted in by the Members of the Ottawa Orchid
Society as Vice President. Congratulations Jan! We know that you will do a great job. Voting for all
Board of Directors positions will be in May 2019.

Janet Johns
Past President
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The new poster for Ottawa Orchid Society‟s Orchidophilia 2019, April 27 & 28, 2019.
Poster photo taken by Michael MacConaill.
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Note from Jean Hollebone
I would like to say thank you to all my Society friends for the absolutely beautiful planter with the red
anthurium and white phalaenopsis orchids. It will last a long time and is a beautiful addition to the living
room. Thank you for your thoughtfulness. I also enjoyed your beautiful card and many kind messages which
cheered me up on the worst day, post surgery. I am coming along fine. It is amazing to be able to walk and
climb stairs easily only 6 days after surgery but this is the miracle of modern medicine! I hope to be back in
circulation in a couple of weeks. Thank you again.

Jean Hollebone

This is the floral arrangement that was sent to Jean Hollebone from the OOS after her knee
replacement surgery. We wish her a speedy recovery!

New OOS Conservation Representative
We are pleased to announce that Pam McLennan is our new Conservation Representative for the
OOS. Pam is now officially on the Board of Directors. Her information is on page 2 along with the
other Directors on the Board. Congratulations Pam!!

Continuing Program for 2018-2019
January
February
March
April
May

Calvin Wong - Tropical Gardens Orchids
Auction
Peter Lin - Big Leaf Orchids
Ottawa Orchid Show
George Hatfield - Hatfield Orchids
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Pre-Order for Tropical Gardens Orchids – January Meeting
Calvin Wong, owner of Tropical Gardens Orchids, will be our guest speaker on January 20, 2019. We
have received his plant list for those who are interested in pre-ordering. Please note that Calvin will
not be bringing plants for sale at this meeting. Members can pre-order by sending their request to
Calvin at: tropical.gardens@gmail.com. In your email, in the subject line, please insert OOS
Pre-order 2019. The deadline for pre-ordering is January 13, 2019. The Excel link for the plant list
is on the OOS Webpage, www.ottawaorchidsociety.com.

André Couture
Program Chair

Festive Social Potluck and Gift Exchange Raffle
This month, instead of a speaker, there will be an extended break around a festive pot luck table.
Here's an opportunity for new members and old friends to meet and share orchid tips around a table
of festive treats. For the pot luck, we invite each member to bring a finger-food item to share (such as
cake, cookies, sausage rolls, tarts, vegetables and/or fruit with dip, etc.).
The highlight of the Holiday Social is the gift exchange raffle table. Each member is invited to bring a
small, orchid-related gift (of modest value) for the raffle table. In return, each member will receive a
raffle ticket to choose a gift from the raffle table. If you are bringing plants, please make sure they are
healthy and pest-free. Not sure what to bring? Chocolates are always a good idea!
Don't forget to bring your blooming orchids as we will have a Show Table as usual. This meeting is
not open to the public, although members may bring a guest.

Jan Johns
Vice President

New Members
A warm welcome to Jennie McCloskey and Dora Perez as our newest members of the OOS! We
hope that you enjoy our Society. Please feel free to ask myself, any of the Board of Directors or
general members any questions that you might have about the Society.

Helen Nitschkie
Membership
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Orchids 101 – November 2018

Thanks to Barbara Wysocka for sharing her knowledge on Dividing
your Orchids at last month‟s meeting.

Orchids 101 - December 2018
Orchids 101: 1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. Display Demonstration (during the Social)
Have you ever thought about displaying your orchids in a show, but never had the courage? This
month we are delighted to have 5 experienced orchidophiles demonstrate how to (and in some cases,
how not to) set up a display of 1 - 5 orchids. We are grateful to Jean Hollebone, Janet Johns, Helen
Nitschkie, Bev Burtnyk and Barbara Wysocka for their willingness to participate and, of course, to
Joyce Medcalf, for being willing to share tips and tricks while discussing the displays.
Please note - no early start for the December meeting.

Jan Johns and Jean Hollebone
2018 Ottawa Orchid Society Show Photos on OOS Website
We now have photos of the winning entries in the 2018 Ottawa Orchid Society Show in the website,
including all the displays, plants and Art Gallery entries.
Go to http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_awards.html, open one of the 2018 Award lists
(Ribbon awards, Best of Class, etc.) and click on the links to see the photos.
There are more than 400 photos in all, and a big Thank You to Arlene for doing this! As you can
imagine, it is an enormous amount of work, to take good photos of every display, plant and artwork in
the show. Not only does Arlene have to take the photos during the Show opening hours and make
sure she doesn‟t miss anything (I heard she takes over 2000 in all!), but she also has to crop and
adjust each photo to give a suitable sized close-up image for the website, and she has to keep careful
track of all these photos so she knows which is which. Even for the monthly Show Table it is hard
enough, but with the hundreds of plants in the Show it is a major challenge. Thanks, Arlene - we
really appreciate it!!
7

Membership to the Society of Great Britain
Those that wish to become a Member of the Orchid Society of Great Britain, please contact Margaret
Haydon for further details.

Margaret Haydon
AOS Representative

Phalaenopsis Ice Watering Trays - $199.00 ea.

These Phalaenopsis Ice Watering Trays are the perfect size to use on your orchids. We recommend
using three solid ice blocks for your smaller plants and as many as ten for those with specimen sized
orchids.
The availability of two colors makes it easy to keep track of your fertilized ice cubes. Use white for
normal watering and fill the blue trays with fertilized water. We recommend using fertilized ice cubes
at least once a month.
Features: Ideal for seedlings, cuttings, orchids, and house plants. Simple and easy to use, freezes in
hours, stacks on top of each other.
Are we seriously selling these? NO!!! Please, please, please don't water your orchids with ice cubes!
Kelly‟s Korner Orchid Supplies
https://www.kkorchid.com/
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WHAT IS IT??? - ORCHID NAMES and IDENTIFICATION
Marilyn H.S. Light
© 2018

Is this Phal. KV Charmer?
Photo taken by Michael MacConaill
Phalaenopsis, when purchased, received as gifts, or acquired at the monthly meeting, may have no
tags, names or at least no scientific or hybrid names to use when asking questions or entering
orchids in a show. If your orchid is nameless, has no label except a price tag, there is still hope that
someone can tell you what kind of orchid it is and suggest appropriate care. When does knowing the
scientific and/or hybrid name matter? Much depends upon what you need to know and why.
In 2017, at the October meeting, I acquired a beautiful blooming phalaenopsis that had no name or
tag. This was a distinctive orchid with a branched inflorescence and large golden blooms with red
markings. Mass produced orchids for sale as blooming plants have been selected for saleable
characteristics including colour, patterns, size, and inflorescence characteristics. This is what we now
most often see for sale. I felt that this phal was of sufficient distinctiveness and quality that it likely had
a clonal name/code (at least for wholesale purposes), possibly a grex name (if the cross had been
registered), or possibly even have been recognized for award. So, I did a search.
My search process:
1 - Search: “Phalaenopsis yellow with markings” Result: Several images show blooms resembling
what I have.
2 - Check: all images for identifying names of flowers closely resembling what I have such as KV
Charmer, Taida Orchids Inc., Wholesale and Retail, A07835-Dtps. KV Charmer #5703(1). Is this
the one?
Taida Orchids Inc | Orchids Wholesale and Retail | New Jersey
www.taidaorchids.com A07835-Dtps. KV Charmer #5703(1)
3 - Search: KV Charmer for grex registration information. Has the hybrid been registered?
4 - Result: The RHS Orchid Hybrid Registration Database shows Phal. KV Charmer (Salu Peoker X
Taida Pearl) was registered in 2006 by Wen-Hsiu Ko.
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5 - Search: Phalaenopsis KV Charmer in the AOS award database and on the web.
6 - Result: There have been 3 HCC and 4 AM awarded to the grex but none are exactly like what I
now own. Dimensions of some are similar to the 8.8cm width of my blooms but pattern, shade, and/or
shape are dissimilar.
7 - Result: A web search for Phal. KV Charmer reveals an interesting fact. An unregistered
commercial name has been applied to mericlones of one selected KV Charmer plant. It has been
renamed unofficially as Phal Elegant “Karin Aloha” but there is no Phalaenopsis grex registered either
as Elegant or Elegant Karin Aloha!
8 - Question: Can I be certain that my plant is Phal. KV Charmer? No! While the flower closely
resembles Phal. KV Charmer, such as with #5703 from Taida, in flower characteristics, it is not
exactly the same. Further research might reveal which plant was sold to the retail store but the
outcome is uncertain. This beautiful Phalaenopsis can be entered in a show under the „Yellow with
markings‟ category but without a grex name. It is still eligible for a ribbon judging.
WHY...
1 - If you plan to enter a plant for ribbon judging, placing a plant in the correct category is important.
Ask for help.
2 - Unnamed plants cannot be judged for awards. Never guess or make up names.
REFERENCES
Hybrid Registration Data - Orchid Hybrid Registrar provides lists every 3 months
https://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/plantsmanship/plant-registration/orchid-hybrid-registration
Orchids Plus software (Order/subscribe from the American Orchid Society Shop) www.aos.org
Search by genus, name, species/hybrid, etc. Award searches, etc.

Christmas Ornament
Photo by Flower Shop Network
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Botanical Study Tour to Northwest Yunnan in Southwest China
Orchids, Scenery and Culture
Previously posted in Oct. 2018 SPIKE. Revised rates, Itinerary and contact information.
Conducted by Wenqing Perner & Dr. Hong Jiang Contact: info@hengduanbiotech.com for Wenqing
Perner
14 days, from June 18 to July 1, 2019. Price: $3450 US, single surcharge: $450 US. The tour will take
place when at least 10 persons have signed up for it, the maximum number of participants is limited
to 15.
Day 1
Day 2

Tuesday, June 18
Wednesday, June 19

Day 3

Thursday, June 20

Day 4

Friday, June 21

Day 5

Saturday, June 22

Day 6

Sunday, June 23

Day 7

Monday June 24

Day 8

Tuesday, June 25

Day 9

Wednesday, June 26

Day 10

Thursday, June 27

International flight to China.
Arrival in Lijiang, UNESCO World Culture & Nature
Heritage Site. Take taxi to hotel on your own (about
$20), Lijiang sight-seeing, shopping, at dinner time get
together. Overnight stay in a 4-star hotel in Lijiang.
Visiting Yulong Snow Mountains (Jade Dragon Mts.).
Observing Cyp. Lijiangense, Cyp. margaritaceum and
other orchids. Overnight in Lijiang in the same hotel as
above, sight-seeing, shopping in Lijiang.
Bus ride to Shangri-La (Zhongdian) County, on the
way, explore Little Zhongdian, observe Primula,
Getian, Rododendron, Cypripediums and other
orchids. Overnight in a 4 star hotel in Shangeri-La.
Botanizing in Shangri-La, observing Cyp. yunanense,
flavum, tibeticum, plectrochilum, guttatum, Paeonia.
etc. Bus ride further to Balagezong Grand Cayon,
Overnight in a 5 star hotel at Balagezong Grand
Canyon.
Explore Balagezong Grand Canyon. Explore Cyp.
wardii, Cyp. farreri and other alpine plants. Overnight
in the same hotel as above
Bus ride to Balagezong Great Canyon to Meli Snow
Mountain, explore alpine medows. Overnight in Deqin
in a 4 star hotel.
Bus riding from Deqin to Weixi. On the way botanizing
orchids, other plants and visit one of the oldest
Catholic Church in Yunnan. Overnight in Black snubnosed monkey National Park guest house in Weixi.
Observe one of the rarest snub-nosed moneys, and
botanizing in the national park, observe Calanthe,
Cephlanthera and other plants. Overnight in the same
guest house as above.
Bus ride to Dali, visit Dali Old Town. Overnight in a 4
star hotel.
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Day 11

Friday, June 28

Day 12

Saturday, June 29

Day 13
Day 14

Sunday, June 30
Monday, July 1

Bus ride to Kunming. Overnight in 4 star hotel in
Kunming
Visit sight-seeing spot Heizhu Stone Forest in
Kunming. Overnight in a 4 star Hotel in Kunming.Bus
ride from Eryuan to Kunming. Overnight in a 4 star
Hotel at Kunming Airport
Flight back home, end of the tour.
Arrive home.

General remarks: Please note that the itinerary as presented above is basically fixed, but due to
unforeseen circumstances during the tour, i.e. bad weather or traffic problems, we might have to do
minor adjustments, like e.g. depart or arrive earlier or later as planned. Hotels will be of 4-star level or
higher. In China the tour will be covered by an insurance, according to Chinese travel regulations. An
international travel health insurance that will cover all the costs involved in cases of sudden serious
health issues or accident, including necessary home transport in medical emergency, is highly
recommended! Please note that we cannot be held liable for any such costs! Please buy the
insurance in advance in your home country.
Health issues: No specific health hazards at our destinations in Yunnan came to our knowledge.
However, we will stay at altitudes between 2000-3000 m (ca. 6600-9900 ft.) for most of the time on
the tour.
The weather is expected to be warm (between 20-30°C or 68-86°F) on the low land and cool in the
mountains (10-20°C or 50-68°F). With the beginning of the monsoon season rainfalls have to be
expected, but usually will alternate with sunny weather on a daily basis. We recommend summer
clothing for the lowland and some autumn and winter clothing including rain gear and a warm jacket
for the mountains. Protection from sun (lotion, sunglasses) and some high altitude headache remedy
are recommended as well. Biting insects are unlikely encountered in the mountains. Shoes should be
fit for city and field, and they should provide some protection from water. We will not conduct difficult
mountain hikes, but on occasion we have to walk for some time in uneven or steep terrain or walk
longer distances on the tour.
International flights: Because the tour participants are expected to come from various regions of the
world, we do not offer prearranged international flights with this itinerary. Booking inexpensive
international flights through your computer at home is easy and reliable. You will want to coordinate
the flight schedule with us. If you want to arrive earlier or leave later in China and have some other
activities beside our tour we could arrange, additional hotel and other relative arrangements at your
request.
Visa: For every nation different visa regulations for entering China as a tourist apply. Please inform
yourself about the necessary procedures for your country. However, in most countries it requires
personal attendance for submission of the application or the use of an agent. We will provide formal
invitations for your visa application.
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How to Grow Phragmipediums and their Hybrids
Presented by Glen Decker of Piping Rock Orchids.
Phrag kovachii - Species „Laura‟ and „Ana‟, are very large flowers ranging in size from 6" to over 9"
in some plants. These are not as difficult to grow as you might think, however they are very slow to
get going, you just need some patience.

Glen Decker selling his Orchids before his presentation.

The OSS would like to thank Glen Decker for his wonderful presentation on “How to Grow
Phragmipediums and their Hybrids”. It was very interesting and informative! We should all be able to
grow them well now, right? I never knew that he had such a great sense of humour too! He tells us
that, “If you can kill over 1,000 orchids, then you are truly a great orchid grower”. Since he has
previous commitments, I will try to give you the hightlights of his lecture on growing phragmipediums.
Pearcei are grown along river and streams, sometimes with the water covering the plants. Lorifolia
are the weeds of the group and the easiest to grow and most prolific to flower. They have successive
blooming with one flower at a time on the same stem. Most plants are green and yellow. If the plants
are too wet, they will rot. Kovachii self-pollinates and wants to be kept wet.
The target pH for phragmipediums is 6.5 pH, which is slightly acidic, but anywhere from
5.5 pH to 7.5 pH is healthy. Use a fertilizer high in potash, like Jack‟s 15-5-15, water soluble with
calcium (Ca), and magnesium (Mg). Glen uses fish emulsion and seaweed fertilizer. The plants grow
bigger and flower better. Other times, he uses a normal fertilizer and flushes regularly.
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To control insects Glen uses Dr. Bronner‟s Magic Soap, it is a peppermint soap with hemp oil. Use 4
teaspoons per one quart spray bottle. Spray once a week on a cool, cloudy day. If you have slug
problems, their favourite beer is Bud Lite but Glen uses a snail and slug killer bait. If your tips go
brown then it is usually an indicator of salt damage to the roots. This happens more with Species than
Hybrids. Flush more often with clean water to remove salt.
Erwinia is the number one cause of rot, you could throw out the plant if severe. Remove the infected
area if not too damaged and try hydrogen peroxide in the crown. Glen uses Listerine, the brown one,
and lets the plant dry out for 2 weeks with less humidity and less air movement.
Repot your Phrag. species every year and repot your Phrag. hybrids every 3-4 years. Repot them to
the highest growth, burying the lower growth if needed. The plant must be secure in the pot. Glen
plants in medium orchid bark, charcoal and sponge rock. If the plants are not common then they are
harder to grow.

Glen Decker answering questions after his presentation.
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Phragmipediums
Pronunciation: frag-mi-PEE-dee-ums
Similar in many ways to the other slipper orchids, the paphiopedilums, selenipediums and
cypripediums Phragmipedium is a very popular genus that was established by Robert Rolfe in 1896
when he revised all the slipper orchid. Those species native to the tropical Americas were placed in
either Selenipedium or Phragmipedium. Rolfe named the genus, using the Greek words phragma
(fence) in reference to the division of the ovary and pedilon (slipper). As with the other slipper orchids,
the species of this genus are sympodial in growth habit and form tight fans instead of pseudobulbs.
All species are either epiphytic or terrestrial and grow at elevations between 1300-7200 feet (400 to
2,200 meters). Inflorescences can be up to 3 ft. (90 cm) long and can bear up to 15 flowers. The
flowers themselves can measure 30 inches (75 cm) or more from the tip of the dorsal sepal to the tip
of a lateral petal. The flowers, once thought to consist mainly of yellows, greens and browns, some
with yellow and purplish patterns, now include orange, red (P. besseae) and even magenta (P.
kovachii). Popular species include P. boissierianum, P. caudatum, P. longifolium, P. sargentianum.
Distribution: From Mexico to Brazil and Bolivia

---C U L T U R E -Temperature:
Light:
WaterHumidity:

Fertilizer:

Potting:

References:
Author:

Requirements vary. 55F – 100F, depending on species.
1000 footcandles in the hot Summer months, 1,400 footcandles in the cooler months.
Wait until potting medium is starting to dry out but not completely dry before watering. Water
thoroughly until water runs freely through the drain holes in the pot. Phrag. besseae and its
hybrids are best kept with the base of the pot sitting in 1” of water.
Fertilize with a balanced, water-soluble formula at 150-200ppm (parts per million). Fertilizer is
applied from October through May on the day after every other watering. Ensure two
waterings between every fertilizer application to remove any residual salts from previous
applications. Discontinue fertilizer during hot Summer months to prevent salt burns as a result
of plant taking up too much fertilizer.
A fairly porous mix is recommended, consisting of five parts medium fir bark, two parts
Canadian peat and one part each charcoal, extra coarse Sponge Rock #4 and ½-inch (1.25cm) Stalite. Combine components in these proportions to produce a mix that provides support
for the roots while allowing them to breathe and resist becoming waterlogged.
• Sheehan, Tom and Marion,An Illustrated Survey of Orchid Genera, Timber Press, 1994. •
Pridgeon, Alec, The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Orchids, Timber Press, 1992. • Bechtel, Cribb,
Launert, The Manual of Cultivated Orchid Species, 3rd edition, MIT Press, 1992. • Hawkes,
Alex, Encyclopaedia of Cultivated Orchids, Faber & Faber, London and Boston, 1965.
Frank Smith - Krull-Smith Orchids http://krullsmith.com

American Orchid Society Culture Sheet on Phragmipedium.
http://www.aos.org/orchids/orchids-a-to-z/letter-p/phragmipedium.aspx
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OOS Show Table for November
CLASS JUDGED BY

Cattleya Alliance Judged
by Joyce Medcalf

PLACE

1st
2nd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum Judged
by André Couture

3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Phragmipedium Judged
by André Couture

1st
2nd
3rd

Cymbidium Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Oncidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

1st
1st

2nd
3rd
Dendrobium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

1st

Phalaenopsis Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd
3rd

Vanda Alliance Judged
by Joyce Medcalf
Lycaste Alliance Judged
by Joyce Medcalf
Miniature Judged by
André Couture
Miscellaneous Judged by
Joyce Medcalf
Best of Show Table
Judged by André Couture
& Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice Judged
by Marie-Josée Bergeron

1st
1st
1st
2nd
1st

NAME

Cattleya Loddiglossa 'Honey Ball' SM/JOGA
(Cattleya amethystoglossa x Cattleya loddigesii)
Cattlianthe Japanese Beauty
(Cattlianthe Fairyland x Cattleya Misaki Bells)
Cattleya Bletchleyensis (1899)
(Cattleya warscewiczii x Cattleya tenebrosa)
Paphiopedilum gratrixianum
Paphiopedilum No Name
Paphiopedilum Kissing Gouramy
(Paphiopedilum victoria-regina Syn.
chamberlainianum) x Paphiopedilum
moquetteanum)
Phragmipedium Bel Royal (Phragmipedium
Memoria Dick Clements x Phragmipedium
Sorcerer's Apprentice)
Phragmipedium Mountain Maid (Phragmipedium
besseae x Phragmipedium hirtzii)
Phragmipedium Apple Pie (Phragmipedium
Magdalene Rose x Phragmipedium besseae)
Cymbidium Autumn Green (Cymbidium Peter
Pan x Cymbidium Peetie)
Bratonia Charles M. Fitch 'Izumi' AM/AOS
(Brassia verrucosa x Miltonia spectabilis)
Oncidium Sharry Baby (Oncidium Jamie Sutton
x Oncidium Honolulu)
Oncostele Eye Candy 'Pinkie' (Oncostele
Catatante x Oncidium Barossa Delight)
Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splash' AM/AOS
(Dendrobium Enobi Komachi x Dendrobium
Laguna Princess)
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid
Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid (Mini White)
Phalaenopsis Sogo Yenlin (Phalaenopsis Sogo
Vivien x Phalaenopsis Sogo Berry)
Vanda Jukkich Gold (Vanda Rasri Gold x Vanda
Suksamran Gold)
Lysudamuloa Red Jewel (Lycamerlycaste
Geyser Gold x Angulocaste Red Jade)
Macroclinium manabinum
Oberonia setigera
Cycnodes Wine Delight (Cycnoches lehmannii x
Mormodes sinuata)
Bratonia Charles M. Fitch 'Izumi' AM/AOS
(Brassia verrucosa x Miltonia spectabilis)
Leomesezia (Syn. Howeara) Lava Burst
'Puanani' AM/AOS (Leomesezia Mini-Primi x
Rodriguezia lanceolata)
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16

Best of Show Table
Bratonia Charles M. Fitch 'Izumi' AM/AOS
(Brassia verrucosa x Miltonia spectabilis)
Grown by Monique Savard
Photo taken by Bev Burtnyk

Member’s Choice
Leomesezia (Syn. Howeara) Lava Burst
'Puanani' AM/AOS
(Leomesezia Mini-Primi x Rodriguezia lanceolata)
Grown by Asif Islam
Judged by Marie-Josée Bergeron
Photo taken by Bev Burtnyk
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Photos taken by Patrick Boisvert
#1
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#5

#6

#7

#8

#9

#10
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#14

#15

#12

#16

18

#17

#18

#19

#20

Joyce Medcalf and André Couture judging the Show
Table with the assistance of Marcel Carrière. Photos
taken by Bev Burtnyk
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Montréal Supplemental Judging Centre
Fall Judging Session
Photographer: Thang Dam

Sobralia decora
„Jardin botanique de Montréal‟
CCE/AOS 92 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal

Phalaenopsis Matthew Chen
„André‟s Favorite‟
HCC/AOS 77 points
Owner: André Couture
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Dendrobium glomeratum
„Jardin botanique de Montréal‟
CCM/AOS 85 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal

Catasetum fuschii
„Jardin botanique de Montréal‟
HCC/AOS 79 points
Owner: Jardin botanique de
Montréal

Judging Centres
Jan. 5: Toronto Judging Centre
They meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue,
Toronto, ON, M3C 1P2
Jan. 19: Montréal Judging Centre
They meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E,
Montréal, QC H1X 2B2

Upcoming AOS Webinars
Jan. 10, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

Cattleya Species Culture Presented by Bill Rogerson,
AOS Members only.
21

Catasetinae Plant Culture
Cycnoches, Catasetums, Mormodes, and Clowesia
By Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley Orchids

Cyc. Anne – Kathrine Berger „SVO‟ on the left and Ctsm. Melana Davision „Fox Tail‟ on the right.

The cultural information below is a generalization and will apply in most situations; however each
grower and growing environment is different. I encourage you to make adjustments based on your
own experience and growing conditions. Catasetinae have a distinctive growth and rest period
(dormancy). For best plant growth it is important to understand and respect these growth phases.
When the plants are in active growth maintain constant root zone moisture and fertilize regularly. This
is essential to optimizing the development of new growth. When the plants are dormant little or no
water is needed as the pseudobulbs store enough moisture and nutrients to survive the dormancy.
Catasetinae plant culture is not difficult. All it takes is an understanding of the seasonal growth
patterns. The plants vegetative state signals to the grower their changing needs. Interpret the signals
and make the appropriate cultural adjustments. Here is what to look for:
Early spring:
Catasetinae begin their new growth in early spring. However, watering should wait until the new
growth has well-developed new roots. This means you should let the new roots grow to an
approximate length of 3-5” before you begin watering. Let me emphasize this point. Wait to water until
the new roots are well developed. The waiting to water is not easy; my natural instinct is to begin
watering when I see new growth, but I have learned through trial and error that it is better to wait to
water than start watering too soon. I also believe that Catasetinae roots deteriorate during dormancy,
and in the following year they are not as effective at taking up moisture and nutrients. This makes the
new roots vital in the plants' health. This reinforces the message about not watering too early.
Mid-Season:
Once the new roots are sufficiently developed, this is the period where the plants are rapidly
developing their new pseudobulbs. There is a surprising amount of growth that occurs in these 3-4
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months; often the plants will double their size. Due to this, the plants require constant moisture and
regular fertilization. In most cases, irrigation will be needed 2 or 3 times a week. A balanced fertilizer
at full strength is suitable for this rapid growth. Light levels at or above those suggested for Cattleya
will help insure strong good growth and flowering. This is the time when the fruits of your labor will
begin to pay off as the flowering season is in underway.
Late Season:
Sometime after flowering, in the late autumn the plants will begin to enter the dormancy phase.
Understanding the signals of the onset of dormancy and the factors triggering it are important to a
healthy plant culture. The plant's first signals are the yellowing and browning off of the leaves, at this
time stop fertilizing and reduce watering by one-half and when most leaves are yellow/brown and
have dropped off cease watering altogether. The general rule to follow is: by the 15 th of November
stop fertilization and reduce watering by one-half. Most leaves should have yellowed or fallen off by
the 1st of January. However, if the plants still have leaves all irrigation should be stopped at this time.
The onset of dormancy is caused by several factors; the maturity of the pseudobulb, shorter day
length, cooler day/night temperatures, and a reduction of root zone moisture. In most of the country
dormancy occurs naturally; however when the plants are cultivated in warm growing areas such as in
South Texas, Florida, Hawaii, or in the home or under lights sometimes dormancy needs to be
encouraged. I have found that stopping watering in early January regardless of the number of green
leaves will trigger the dormancy.
Note: Watering during dormancy should only be done it the plant shrivels severely. Usually a single
irrigation is sufficient to restore the bulbs.
Here's a summary:
As the new growth develops wait to irrigate until the new roots are well-developed and are 3 to 5”
long. (Don't be in a hurry to water; it is better to wait)
Irrigate and fertilize frequently while the plants are in active growth.
Stop fertilization and reduce irrigation by one-half around by mid-November.
Cease watering by the 1st of January.
Light levels: Catasetinae like light levels comparable to Cattleyas at about 2500-4000 foot candles
(fc). However, the plants are widely adaptable and do well with light levels as low as 1500 fc and as
high as 5000 fc. For optimal growth I suggest a Southern exposure or a location where all the plants
will receive plenty of bright, filtered light.
Potting mix: For mature plants I have been using a 3:1 of mix of fine “Kiwi Bark” and medium Perlite.
For seedlings up to a 3” pot size I like to use New Zealand sphagnum moss with the bottom 1/3 of the
pot filled with Styrofoam peanuts. However, this genus is not too particular in what it is potted in, and
any well drained media will work well. Containers: I prefer to grow in plastic pots; however clay pots,
baskets, and cork slabs will all work. Catasetinae don't like to be over potted; select a pot size that will
allow for 2-3 years of growth. Fertilizer: When in active growth, regularly use one teaspoon of your
favorite fertilizer per gallon of water. Air movement: Catasetinae enjoy abundant air movement. If you
are growing in a greenhouse, use air circulating fans. Also, hanging the plants allows for maximum air
movement around them and often they do best hanging. Repotting and Dividing: Is done as the new
growth is just starting to develop and before the new roots start to show. (Remember no watering until
the roots are well established, 3” - 5” long). Unlike most orchid plants, Catasetinae do well when
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divided in to 2 bulb pieces. Divisions are made by cutting with a sterile tool or by pulling the bulbs
apart. I try to keep the size of my plants between 2 and 5 bulbs.
Insect pests: Catasetinae are generally pest free. However spider mites are attracted to the soft
leaves of these plants. Spider mites are quite small. They live and feed on the undersides of the
leaves. Take care in checking for them as the plants are developing the new leaves and control them
with a recommended miticide from your garden center. Although the leaves will drop off during
dormancy this is not an excuse to not treat for them.

Morm. Hookerii „Black Fuzz‟ on the left and Clo. Jumbo Lace „SVO‟ on the right

"Creating Superior Hybrids for the Orchid Enthusiasts"
All Images and web content Copyright © Sunset Valley Orchids (SVO)

Special thanks to Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley Orchids for giving us permission to post this cultural
sheet and pictures in our newsletter for educational purposes!

Grinch Tree designed by Creative Edge Flowers
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Book Review
Have you read any good orchid books lately?

The Practical Encyclopedia of ORCHIDS
A Complete Guide to Orchids and their Cultivation
Written by Brian & Wilma Rittershausen. Published in 2014 by Anness
Publishing. Special Photography by Derek Cranch. It contains 256 pages
with 600 photographs.
This is a complete guide to orchids and their cultivation. It offers everything
you need to know to grow orchids successfully, with step-by-step
information on: potting and mounting; propagation; feeding, watering and
light levels; and dealing with common pests and diseases.
It features an easy-to-use directory of more than 200 orchids, with more than 600 photographs of
each one and information on habitat, size, flowering time and growing requirements. It includes clear,
practical advice on growing and displaying orchids indoors, under glass and outdoors.
Everything you need to know to identify, choose and display these delightful flowers successfully. It
contains guidance on tools and equipment; feeding and watering; and dealing with pests and
diseases. A directory describes and illustrates a wide range of species and hybrids, providing
information on habitat, size, flowering time and growing requirements. Excellent reference book for
beginners to experts.

Bev Burtnyk
Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows
No known Canadian Orchid Shows for December 2018.

Upcoming International Orchid Shows
Jan. 11 - 13: Tamiami International Orchid Festival
Dade Country Fairgrounds Expo Center 10901
Coral Way (S.W. 24th St.) Miami, FL
U.S.A. 33165
http://tamiamiorchidfestival.com/
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Jan. 18 - 20: North Jersey Orchid Society
Annual Show & Sale at the Douglas Student Center,
Rutgers University in New Brunswick, NJ, U.S.A.
https://njorchids.org/annual-show/2019-show-sale/

Botanical Garden Orchid Shows

Jan. 19 - March 24, 2019
Longwood Botanical Gardens, Orchid Extravaganza
1001 Longwood Road, Kennett Square, PA, U.S.A 19348
Longwood‟s Conservatory is always filled with color, texture, form, and surprise, but when dozens of
Longwood horticulturists are invited to express their passion for orchids (combined with an
incomparable level of dedication and creativity), you have something that truly transcends description.
Under the sparkling glass ceiling of the historic Orangery are a half-dozen opulent orbs boasting a
bounty of blooms in the purest white. Chartreuse Cymbidium orchids sprout from an orange carpet of
Seemannia to create a moment that will take your breath away.
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Editor’s Wrap
Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays to You and Your Family!!

The Tree on left side is from Longwood Botanical Garden, NY, U.S.A.
Tree on right side is from Daniel Stowe Botanical Gardens, PA, U.S.A.

Many thanks to Glen Decker, who gave us an informative talk on growing Phragmipediums and their
Hybrids. I never realized that he had such a great sense of humour! My Phrags will benefit from his
presentation! Hope you also got a chance to purchase one or two plants. Thanks to the AOS for their
culture sheet on Phragmipediums. They are always a great source of information.
Congratulations to Jan Johns for being elected as Vice President for the OOS. I‟m sure that she will
do an amazing job! Congratulations to André Couture for his Phalaenopsis Matthew Chen „André‟s
Favorite‟ which received an HCC/AOS of 77 points. Thanks to Marilyn H.S. Light for her interesting
and informative article on What is it? Orchid Names and Identification. I hope to see less NOID plants
on the OOS Display in April!
Thanks to Fred Clarke, Sunset Valley Orchids, for teaching us about growing Catasetinaes Cycnoches, Catasetums, Mormodes, and Clowesia in our newsletter this month. It was very
informative, interesting and appreciated! Also thanks for the gorgeous pictures of these orchids. Now
we have a better understanding of their needs to flourish for us. I am expecting all of your cycnoches,
catasetums, mormodes, and clowesia to bloom wonderfully, including mine!
As always, it takes many people to put together SPIKE each month, Arlene Lang for her eagle eye
proof reading, Joyce Medcalf for verifying the Show Table orchid names and summarizing the results.
Special thanks to Patrick Boisvert for taking the Show Table photos this month as Arlene was not
available. See you next year!! Happy New Year!!!

Bev Burtnyk,
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter
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