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S  P  I  K  E 
December 2016 

  

ANNUAL CELEBRATION SOCIAL 

This month, we will have our Show Table 

followed by an extended break around a 

festive pot-luck food table for everyone to 

meet with old friends, new members and 

share orchid tips with good cheer. Mem-

bers are invited to bring family members 

and friends for this social occasion. 

We invite each member to bring a finger-

food item to share, such as cake, cookies, 

sausage rolls, quiche, tarts or vegetable and/or fruit with dip. 

We also invite each member to bring a small orchid-related gift for the raffle 

table. If you are bringing plants, please make sure they are healthy and pest-

free. New to orchids and don’t know what to bring? Chocolates are always a 

good idea! Each Society member will receive a raffle ticket to choose a gift 

from the raffle table.  

ORCHIDS 101 with Marilyn Light 

There will be no Orchids 101 this month, nor at the January meeting. 

Thank you for your dedication, Marilyn!  
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Publicity 
Karina Isert  613-729-0175 
k.c.isert@gmail.com 
 

haydonm@rogers.com 
 

Joyce Medcalf 613-659-2760 
jmedcalf@1000island.net  
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President’s Message      

Hi Everyone, 

 
After Gary Meyer’s most interesting and informative talk on Draculas at the No-
vember meeting, we have a change of pace for December. As usual for this time 
of year, we will be having our Christmas Social where everyone has a chance to 
meet up and chat with friends as well as sharing in the “Pot Luck” goodies. This is 
always a very good meeting and I am looking forward to it.  
 
Even though it is not yet Christmas many of us are already looking forward to the 
springtime and our April Show! The Show Committee is hard at work planning for 
the show and we had our first meeting on November 29th. As usual we encourage 
everyone to help out in whatever way you prefer, and we will have volunteer 

sheets at future meetings where you can sign up.  
 
Despite the lack of snow (at least at the time of writing!), I have heard rumours that a large sleigh has been 
sighted heading east on Scott Street… However, to help out the gentleman in the red suit, we invite everyone 
to bring a gift to put on the raffle table. We also ask you to bring in something tasty for the Pot Luck table. As 
usual everyone will get a free raffle ticket so we can all share in the Christmas spirit!  
 
See you at the December meeting.  

             Dave Cooper 
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Gary Meyer delights the audience with Dracuphilia: A Gothic 

Romance—a story of Gods, monsters and Draculas in their 

natural habitat. 
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JUDGING CENTRES 

The Toronto Judging Centre meets on the first Saturday of each month at the Toronto Botanical Gardens. Judging 

starts at 1:00 p.m. Members are invited to attend. 

 

The Montreal Judging Centre meets on the third Saturday of each month at the Montreal 

Botanical Gardens. Judging usually starts around 12:30 p.m. This month’s meeting is on  De-

cember 10. Members are invited to attend; please register at the Security Desk.  

At the November meeting, one plant was awarded: Pleurothallis dilemma 'Jardin botanique 

de Montréal' CCM/AOS, 85 points, owned by the Jardin botanique de Montréal. Photo-

graphs to the left by Thang Dam. 

REFLECTIONS ON OUR NOVEMBER SPEAKER: GARY MEYER, DRACUPHILIA: A GOTHIC ROMANCE 

At our November meeting we were both entertained and educated by Gary Meyer’s presentation on the Dracula spe-

cies. We learned never to call these unique orchids “Monkey” orchids, the latest craze that has spawned internet 

scams, fraud and potential danger of over-harvesting. Dracula orchids names are all derived from Gods or monsters. 

Dracula comes from the Latin “draco” meaning dragon, and thus Dracula means “son of a dragon”.  

Although the orchid craze began in the 1870’s, these plants were named as Masdevallias until a systematic study of 

Draculas in 1978 separated them into a distinct sub genus. The key differentiation is in the shape of the lip.  Gary has 

been working on the evolutionary history of Draculas based on DNA analysis, which currently supports the systematic 

taxonomy by Carlyle Luer in 1978. At that time, there were 50 known species. Currently (2016) there are 120 known 

species listed. This list is growing. They like shady, wet, cool and breezy areas (cloud orchids). They prefer humidity of 

60-80% and although tolerant of some heat, must have cool nights (50-60 °F). This means that many of these wonder-

ful orchids grow in Central America in inaccessible and often dangerous locales. Some areas have great diversity,   

others have a very small and unique selection. 

Their lips mimic fungus, which attracts pollinators. Since there are several accidental greenhouse hybrids that do not 

exist in the wild, the pollinators may not be very specific. It is thought that the formation of natural hybrids is a    

method of speciation. Many photographs were shown of these unique and exotic-looking orchids. 

Gary introduced us to many of the areas he inhabits for weeks and months at a time in search of new species and to 

check the health of old colonies. He emphasized the impact of human interest in these orchids. One is habitat         

destruction due to agriculture, logging and growth of roads, although just occasionally and inadvertently, new road 

embankments can provide a place for orchids to thrive. Civil war has pushed FARC (in Columbia) into isolated areas 

which are the best for orchid enthusiasts. Peace will open these areas for research. Pride and greed are another      

impact on native Dracula species. On the one hand, locals know about and look after these sought-after orchids and 

can assist with finding new or rare species. On the other hand, materos (collectors) are well-connected, do a good 

business and will hunt and over-collect species for the right buyer or provide fraudulent plants.  

He concluded by telling us that there is still lots of opportunity for research of this sub genus, and it continues to     

garner tremendous human interest…which has both an upside… and a downside!  
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OOS NOTICES 

CALENDARS—going … going ... 

Last minute Christmas shopping! The few remaining copies of the 2017 OOS Calendar will be for sale at 
our December meeting for $20 each. They are sold at cost and make wonderful gifts for family and 
friends.  

ORCHID SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN (OSGB) RENEWAL INVITATION FOR 2017 

I will have a signup sheet for folks who would wish to renew/join the OSGB. The fee for 2017 member-
ship/postage is £26 (same as last year). I will collect the names and phone numbers of any interested 
folks at the Dec. 18, 2016 OOS meeting. (If you are unable to attend, please contact me by phone (613-
825-0827) or by e-mail (haydonm@rogers.com). I will then send a group money order and list of mem-
bers names to the OSGB about the end of Dec. and at that time the exchange rate in Canadian dollars 
will be determined. (By way of example, the 2016 membership was $55.40 per member as a bulk ship-
ment to my home.) When the first edition of the 2017 journal arrives in the new year I will ask you for 
payment at the time of the earliest OOS monthly meeting. Note there are 4 journals (approx. 60+ pages 
per journal) each year. I will have examples for you to view or borrow at the meeting. Please stop by 
and have a look. 

Sincere thanks for your interest,         Margaret Haydon 

              AOS Representative 

 

RAFFLE 

We need one or more volunteers to sell tickets for the popular monthly raffle. We need one volunteer 
for the rest of the year, alternately members can volunteer for a single month. If we had several volun-
teers, that would spread the work and the time investment would not be great. Please call me if you 

can help 613-226-2395.          Jean Hollebone 

 

 

ORCHIDOPHILIA 2017 

I am happy to report that we have filled all the vacant positions on the Show Committee, but of course, 
that doesn't mean that you are off the hook! We will need zillions of volunteers to make the show run 
smoothly, mainly in admissions and visitor services...aka security. I will have sign up sheets available 
starting January so please sign up and make the 2017 Show a success. The more profit we make...the 

more world class speakers we can afford.        Janet Johns 

 

JANUARY PROGRAM 

In January, we will have a series of practical workshops on orchid culture.  André Couture 

             

mailto:haydonm@rogers.com)
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR NOVEMBER 20, 2016 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO 
# 

Cattleya Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cattleya Tokyo Life (Cattleya Tokyo Magic x Cattleya 
Circle of Life) 

Masa Matsuo 1 

2nd Guarianthe bowringiana Angèle Biljan 2 

2nd Cattlianthe Portia (Guarianthe bowringiana x Cattleya 
labiata) 

Angèle Biljan 3 

2nd Cattleytonia Happy Face (Cattleytonia Peggy San x Catt-
leya Mari's Song) 

Angèle Biljan 4 

3rd Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Dawn Bev Burtnyk 5 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

Judged by  André Couture 

1st Paphiopedilum spicerianum Jean Hollebone 6 

2nd Paphiopedilum fairrieanum Jean Hollebone 7 

3rd Paphiopedilum Doll's Kobold John Gaskill 8 

Phragmipedium 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Phragmipedium Saint Peter (Phragmipedium Eric Young 
x Phragmipedium longifolium {var. hinksianum}) 

Lynne Guimond & 
Santos Peixe 

9 

Cymbidium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cymbidium Autumn Green Marcel Carrière 10 

2nd Cymbidium Tiny Sour Angèle Biljan 11 

Oncidium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Gomesa radicans Angèle Biljan 12 

2nd Oncidium Vera Arthurs (Oncidium graminifolium x On-
cidium ghiesbreghtianum) 

Marilyn Light 13 

3rd Aliceara Pacific Nova 'Hilo Stars' Angèle Biljan 14 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Dendrobium Enobi Purple 'Splash' AM/AOS Angèle Biljan 15 

Vanda Alliance 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Aerangis biloba Le Paradis des 
Orchidées 

16 

2nd Vanda falcata Peter Mazerolle 17 

2nd Aerangis biloba Lynne Guimond & 
Santos Peixe 

18 

3rd Vanda Penang Sunset (Vanda vietnamica x Vanda am-
pullacea) 

Angèle Biljan 19 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Judged by André Couture 

1st Pleurothallis correllii 'Hill Island' CHM/AOS Joyce Medcalf 20 

2nd Dresslerella caesariata 'Hill Island' CCM/AOS Joyce Medcalf 21 

3rd Lepanthes adrianae Joyce Medcalf 22 

Masdevallia by  Alliance 
Judged by André Couture 

1st Masdevallia Belumana 'Spotted Beauty' HCC/AOS 
(Masdevallia strobelii x Masdevallia decumana) 

Joyce Medcalf 23 

Miniature 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Cattleya Orbiter (Cattleya coccinea x Cattleya cernua) Angèle Biljan 24 

Miscellaneous 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Habenaria Regnieri (Habenaria carnea x Habenaria rho-
docheila) 

Stephen Bolcso 25 

2nd Chelonistele sulphurea Angèle Biljan 26 

Continued on next page 
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Member's Choice:  "Unusual salmon colour flowers and lovely mottled foliage."  

Photographs following by Arlene Lang identified by the Photo Number in the last column of the table above.  

Novice 1st Phragmipedium besseae Aurora Richard 27 

Best in Show 

Judged by André Couture 
& Joyce Medcalf 

  Paphiopedilum spicerianum Jean Hollebone   

Member's Choice 

Judged by Magdalena 
Gawronski 

  Habenaria Regnieri (Habenaria carnea x Habenaria rho-
docheila) 

Stephen Bolcso   

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO 
# 

OOS SHOW TABLE FOR NOVEMBER 20, 2016 (continued) 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 
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12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 

Thank you to our hard-working judges, 

Joyce Medcalf (top left) and André 

Couture (bottom right), to our hard-

working clerk, Jean Hollebone (top 

right and bottom right), and last but 

not least, our hard-working photogra-

pher, Arlene Lang (directly below). 
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20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 

27 

Jean Hollebone with her Best In Show winner 

Paphiopedilum spiceranium (also  above left) 

Stephen Bolsco with his Members Choice winner, 

Habenaria Regnieri (Habenaria carnea x Habenaria 

rhodocheila) (also below  right) 
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MEMBERS’ CORNER 

Welcome to the following new members who joined us at the October meeting. I hope you have met others 
and enjoyed the November meeting. Please everyone, make sure you greet our newest members at our De-
cember Celebration: 

Jing Xian Li and Yowlian Hong 

Hilda Mangapot and Don Gill 

Marilyn Martin and Pat Seguin 

 

I encourage all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related. Please send 
me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look 
forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. 

CORRECTION to the November Spike: Peter Mazerolle:  Watering Plants at home or away! 

Mea Culpa.. .Apparently I like to add zeros! I reported that one of the items Peter uses is a computer fan: 120 

V, 140 mm. Peter tells me that sadly you will never find one. It is supposed to be a 12 V fan, not 120 V.   I 

apologize for the error to Peter and all those searching needlessly for this item. 

Marilyn Light (right) provides 

hands-on enlightening  to a 

small group of enthusiasts on 

orchid nomenclature in 

Orchids 101 

Do you want to collect fragrant orchids?   

Check out this article in the Orchid Digest: 

Frowine, S. A. (2016, April, May, June). Fragrance in Orchids...An Ephemeral Enigma. Orchid Digest, 80(2), 

64-79. 

It contains a complete list of orchids that are fragrant, the type of scent and the strength of the fragrance.  

It introduces the topic with an account of the sense of smell and the reason for the existence of fragrance in orchids. 

You can check out any of the current issues of Orchid Digest or the American Orchid Society magazine, Orchids. 

Check with Margaret Haydon at the front desk beside the Membership table. 
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UPCOMING  ORCHID SHOWS  

  
Feb 11 - 12: Southern Ontario Orchid Society: The SOOS Annual Orchid Show will be held at the Toronto Botanical 

Garden, Edwards Gardens, Toronto ON 

Feb 25 - 26: Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens: 680 Plains Rd., Burlington ON 

Mar 25 - 26: La Société des Orchidophiles de Montréal: Orchidexpo 2017 at Collège de Maisonneuve, 2700 rue Bour-

bonnière, Montreal QC 

Mar 25 - 26: The Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show will be held at the Van Dusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak 

St., Vancouver BC 

Apr 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society:  Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON  

Jun 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society:  The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi 
Drive N.W., Calgary AB  

EDITOR’S NOTE 

Many thanks to all of you who kindly submitted items for this Spike. It is short this month, but still full of beautiful 

photographs by Arlene Lang. Spike would not be at all as interesting without her expertise behind that camera lens. 

Her thorough proof-reading and layout suggestions are so appreciated. As always, thanks to Joyce Medcalf for her 

thorough check of orchid nomenclature.  

On a personal note, I joined the Orchid Society in September of 2014 with 8 orchids…. and at last count, I am up to 47. 

This is a slightly compulsive hobby I am learning. I want to tell you how much I appreciate the companionship of other 

members of OOS… people whose eyes do not glaze over after 10 minutes of conversation about orchids!  

I wish you happy holidays—a very Merry Christmas and all the best for the New Year. 

                              

            Jan Johns 

Upcoming AOS Webinars 

 Tuesday December 13 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Maudiae Paphs: Past, Present and Future with Dave Soro-

kowsky (members only) 

 Tuesday January 10 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public) 

 Wednesday January 25 at 8:30 p.m. EST  Novelty Cattleyas with Fred Clarke (members only) 

Note: Webinars are recorded and available for viewing anytime after the event. Some are restricted to 

members only. 

To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 

http://www.soos.ca/Show/index.htm
http://osrbg.ca/wp/
http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.foothillsorchidsociety.com/show/
http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

