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The Ottawa Orchid
Society meets
every third Sunday
of
every month from
September to May
inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the
Tom Brown Arena,
141 Bayview,
Ottawa.
MEMBERSHIP: $25
from September 1 August 31.

.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Christmas is coming and with it the Phalaenopsis buds are getting fat, so too the
Cattleyas and Paphiopedilums, which will soon be reaching their traditional blooming
period. Please bring your orchids to share and, of course, show off! As December is the
time of the Christmas party and there is no speaker, we will have more time to spend
on the show table and Joyce will be asking members to share their tips on how they
have coaxed their plants into bloom. This should be very interesting and an
opportunity to pick up some good growing tips from others. As we have recently had
some concern expressed about the show table, Joyce will also review the expected standards for putting
orchids on the table and this will be the time to raise any issues you may have. Unfortunately, family
obligations mean I cannot be at the meeting and Pat Boisvert, our able Vice President, will be leading the
meeting instead.
Dave Cooper and Janet Johns held their first Show Committee meeting last week. A lot of decisions were
made at this meeting and Dave will want to tell you all about them. We are also still missing a few key
positions for the show and if you have some time, your help for even part of the show or pre-show
preparation would be appreciated.
Marilyn Light is now back from Winnipeg and will resume the discussion on our Dendrobium seedling
project. This will be a good time to ask questions if your seedling does not seem to be growing out as it
should. Marilyn has some photos of how her seedling is progressing and this may be helpful to other
members. The contest for this month is the longest new shoot. Again, there will be prizes for the winners
for each of the 4 plants so please participate. It will only take a few minutes to get out the ruler and take
the measurement!!!
After the show table we will have a break and a longer social period than usual to enjoy all the wonderful
Christmas treats and will end the meeting with the Christmas raffle. Please remember to bring a small item
for the raffle table.
And finally, in the spirit of Christmas, we have a small surprise for you which we hope you will like. It is
very useful, can be used all year and will remind you of some of the beautiful orchids that grace our OOS
Show and monthly show tables. It will also help remind you of our meetings all year. Thank you to Arlene
Lang for her hard work in pulling this beautiful surprise together. Read on to find out what it is and we
hope you enjoy it.
Have a happy Christmas everyone. Thank you to our hard working volunteers and Board members who
make these meetings happen; Merry Christmas and happy holidays everyone. See you in January.
Jean Hollebone
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AOS CORNER
The membership chair of the American Orchid Society, Laura Newton, shares her favourite pest control
methods for members this month. See if any of these will work for you:
"While addressing the Affiliated Society Reps at the Members’ Meeting, I was asked about
my homeopathic approach to controlling pests and diseases. I have three young grandchildren and have
made the decision not to spray chemicals on my orchid plants, due to their propensity to put everything in
their mouths!
Here are the 5 key things that I use, that work for me.
For scale and mealy-bug- I use a mix of 409/alcohol/water in equal parts. I spray them daily until they are
gone (be careful using this mix around Paphiopedilums, as it will cause the buds to blast and the flowers to
collapse)
For crawling insects (like roaches and palmetto bugs here in Florida)- I use a squirt of Dr. Bonner’s Organic
Peppermint soap in a squirt bottle full of water (I also use this inside my house for any offenders that
happen to sneak in)
For any wet or soft spots on leaves- I use brown Listerine (you can use any of the store brands, just make
sure that it is brown/amber colored)
For black rot or crown rot- I use hydrogen peroxide (let it fizz and then pour it off)
Lastly, for all cuts or exposed tissue- I use ground cinnamon to keep them from getting infected."
Laura Newton
.

**OOS CALENDAR**
We are proud to present a calendar for 2015 featuring orchids from the OOS Show and monthly show
tables put together by our very own Arlene Lang. As you know, Arlene has been photographing orchids on
the monthly show tables and at our shows for several years and has now put together some of her very
beautiful and interesting photos into a calendar for each of us to enjoy month after month throughout the
year. To keep the price down, the Society is selling these calendars at cost for $18 each. Only 50 have been
printed and they will be available at the December meeting. If you cannot be at the meeting and wish to
reserve a calendar, drop an email to Arlene (arlenelang2898@gmail.com) or Jean (jean@hollebone.ca)
BEFORE the meeting and we will set one aside for you. We would prefer cash but will accept cheques
made out to Jean Hollebone. Treat yourself to a year of beautiful orchid photos. At this price, the calendars
will sell quickly, so don't miss out. They make wonderful Christmas presents and great gifts for friends.

AOS WEBINAR
This month’s webinar is next Monday, December 15th at 8:30 pm EST, “Visiting a Rainbow: A Slice of Life
from the Reed-Stemmed Epidendrums”,hosted by Cheryl Erins.
This webinar is open and free for everyone. Please get the word out to your friends in the Society. Here is
the link: http://aos.org/Default.aspx?id=509
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NEWS FROM THE MONTREAL JUDGING CENTRE
Members are reminded to bring their plants to the Montreal Judging Centre on the third Saturday of every
month at the Montreal Botanical Garden. Judging starts usually around 12:30pm.

OOS NEWS
1)...2015 Calendar
The following is a summary of our activities for the first half of 2015.
 January: Marilyn Light will do a presentation on Orchids of Reunion Island.
 February: Our traditional auction where members can acquire orchids and orchid related materials.
 March: TBA The OOS is expecting a reply from the guest speaker anytime soon.
 April: There will be no meeting as this will be our annual Orchid Show.




May: TJ Hartung will entertain us with a talk on Mexican Orchids.
June to August: Summer recess.

2)...Dinner
Our Chinese dinner at the Yangtze Restaurant was enjoyed by all and the Party Girls are working on
the next dinner to be held next Spring.
3)...November Spike Corrections
There were several errors in the reporting of the winners of the October Show Table in the November
Spike. The correct information is as follows:
Cattleya: 1st Rhyncattleanthe Burana Beauty owned by Helgi Fatovic
3rd Cattleya Portia var coerulea Sir Jeremiah Colman owned by Angèle Biljan
Phalaenopsis: 2nd Phal Zuma's Pixie 'Taida Little Cutie' owned by Angèle Biljan
Member's Choice: Two winners: Paphiopedilum helenae owned by Pat Boisvert and
Gomesa (Ornithophora) radicans owned by Angèle Biljan
Also the Hans Bode Trophy winner is Angèle Biljan for her Oncidium Pacific Space ‘Lustre’, not her
Laelia tenebrosa aurea as reported erroneously.
We apologize for these errors, especially to Angèle, and regret any discomfort they may have caused.
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4)...Show Volunteers

 YOUR SOCIETY NEEDS YOU 
We had our first Show Committee meeting on November 25 and preparations and planning are starting to
move ahead for the 2015 show. Most of the key positions on the Committee are now filled but we still
need someone to look after guest services at the show as well as someone to coordinate the OOS Exhibit.
 Guest Services needs someone to monitor name tags and make sure people don't go where they
are not supposed to, and to keep an eye on the exhibits during the Show. We will have a night
watchman for the Friday and Saturday nights, so you only have to think about the daytime.
 The OOS Exhibit needs someone to coordinate the plants and create the display itself and make
sure everything looks good. The plants themselves are brought in by members, so you only have to
arrange them - you don't have to grow them! Jean Hollebone is willing to help but she is quite busy
being the president and looking after publicity, among other things!
As well as the committee members, we will be needing volunteers to help with the various functions. We
will be putting out the sign-up sheets at Sunday meetings starting with the January meeting. Don't forget
that all volunteers get free admission to the Show.
Please contact Dave (david_cooper@storm.ca or 613-256-2853) or Janet (johnjns@sympatico.ca or 613749-0614) if you are willing to take on one of the positions. We will have guidelines and help from the
people who did the jobs last year so you will not be on your own!
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ORCHID SOCIETY OF GREAT BRITAIN 2015 MEMBERSHIP & RENEWALS
I have received a message from the Membership Secretary of the Orchid Society of Great Britain (OSGB)
inviting us to renew or become new members of this Society by the end of December 2014. The cost is still
the same as last year, £22 for four editions of approximately 60 pages in each journal and via bulk
shipment.
What I have done in the past is get the names of all those interested, obtain a group money order and
send it to England. When the 1st edition of the OSGB journal arrives by bulk shipment in the New Year, I
then collect the membership fee from each person when they pick up their journal at the OOS meeting.
I will volunteer to do the same for the coming year. If you are interested in becoming an OSGB member
and receiving the four issues of this impressive journal, please contact me before the end of December:
- by e-mail: haydonm@rogers.com
- by phone: 613-825-0827
- by signing the membership sheet at the Dec. 21, 2014 Ottawa Orchid Society meeting.
I am forwarding a message from Mrs. Sue Johnson, Membership Secretary: “Thank you in advance for
organizing the bulk order and distribution to your members. On behalf of the Orchid Society of Great
Britain, may I take this opportunity of sending you all our kindest regards and every good wish for the
remainder of 2014, Christmas and the New Year.”
Best regards,
Margaret Haydon, AOS Representative

Angraecum sesquipedale (Christmas star orchid)
When Charles Darwin was sent a specimen of the Madagascan Christmas star orchid in 1862, he predicted
that since the nectar was at the bottom of the long flower spur, a pollinator must exist with a tongue as
long as the spur - 41 years later, such a moth was discovered.
Angraecum sesquipedale (Christmas star orchid)
About this species
Orchidaceae is the largest family of flowering
plants. There are around 220 species in the genus
Angraecum, with new species being discovered
recently in Madagascan forests. The genus name,
Angraecum, is derived from the Malayan word
anggrek, which is used to describe several species
of epiphytic orchids.
Courtesy of Kew, Royal Botanic Gardens
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ANOTHER TOUR FOR YOUR ORCHID BUCKET LIST.....
Botanical Study Tour to

North Sichuan
In south west China
Organized by Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology, Ltd
NOTE: Hengduan Mountains Biotechnology is owned by Holger Perner and is based in Sichuan, China.
Holger has written extensively in the AOS Orchids magazine and has a worldwide expertise in Chinese
orchids. He has also lectured many times in the US and in Europe. His company is one of the very few
Chinese companies (if not the only one) authorized to export orchids from China with the required
documentation.

Orchids, Scenery and Culture
Our destination is the mountains of North Sichuan, where we will mainly travel within Aba Tibetan Qiang
Autonomous Prefecture. We will visit some of the most spectacular nature reserves in the northern
hemisphere. These are boasting majestic mountain ranges, harboring a unique wildlife, such as the elusive
Giant Panda (will not be seen in the wild), spectacular limestone travertine formations, and are the home
of Tibetan and Qiang ethnic groups with their colorful culture. But the highlight of the tour will be
experiencing some of the richest temperate flora in Asia! Southwest China is the global distribution center
of several genera of high horticultural value, like Primula, Rhododendron and Cypripedium. Our tour
focuses on the orchids of this region and we expect to see several splendid species in flower. We have
chosen a slightly later date for this tour than usual so as to better match the flowering time of certain rare
species and some special orchid populations at altitudes between 3400-3600 m (approx. 11100-11800 ft.).
On the tour we will mostly stay at altitudes between 2000-3200 m (approx. 6500-10500 ft). The highest
altitude will be 4000 m (13100 ft.) and we briefly pass it on a bus ride when we cross the pass above
Huanglong (Xueshan-liang). (Please contact Editor for more info.)

CHRISTMAS ORCHID (Calanthe triplicata)
Calanthe triplicata Family ORCHIDACEAE
A tall terrestrial orchid, having a flower stem to 1m high, with
numerous white flowers on top. Rare on Lord Howe Island; Erskine
Valley, Mt Gower, Dinner Run. From a genus of about 200 species,
widely distributed but mostly in the Old World tropics and
Madagascar; one species each in South Africa, South America and in
the West Indies. This species is widely distributed from India and
China to Malaysia, Indonesia, New Guinea, and eastern Australia.
Leaves are 4 to 10 arising on a fleshy conical pseudobulb;
prominently stalked, broadly elliptic, 20-50cm X 4-8cm, thin
textured, pleated, ends ragged. Flowers (Nov-Mar) white, 30mm
cross; numerous, crowded on top of the tall green fleshy stem
which elongates as the flowers develop.

Christmas orchid

Courtesy of Howe Island Museum
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COMING SHOWS IN 2015
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR NOVEMBER 15, 2014
CLASS JUDGED BY
Cattleya Alliance
Judged by Marlene Young

PLACE
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
Judged by Marlene Young
Phragmipedium
Judged by Marlene Young
Cymbidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture
Oncidium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

Dendrobium Alliance
Judged by André Couture

1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
1st
1st
2nd
2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
3rd

Phalaenopsis Alliance
Judged by Marlene Young

1st
2nd

Vanda Alliance
Judged by Marlene Young

2nd
3rd
1st
2nd
2nd

Miniature
Judged by André Couture
Miscellaneous
Judged by André Couture
Best in Show
Judged by André Couture &
Marlene Young
Member's Choice
Judged by Theresa Lafleur

1st
2nd
1st
2nd

NAME
Epicattleya René Marqués 'Flame Thrower'
HCC/AOS
Cattleya Hawaiian Splash 'Lea'
Barkeria lindleyana
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Crispin
Rosales 'Victory' AM/AOS
Paphiopedilum spicerianum
Paphiopedilum gratrixianum 'Richard
Sobkowicz' HCC/AOS
Paphiopedilum Fairly Sauced
Paphiopedilum F. C. Puddle
Phragmipedium Cape Gold Nugget AM/AOS
Phragmipedium Sorcerer's Apprentice
Cymbidium Big Deal 'Debby'
(two cut flower inflorescences)
Brassidium (Syn. Maclellanara) Yellow Star
'Okika'
Oncidium sotoanum (Syn. ornithorhyncum)
Erycina (Syn. Psygmorchis) pusilla
Oncidium No Name
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii
Dendrobium laevifolium
Dendrobium Hibiki
(bracteosum x laevifolium)
Phalaenopsis No Name (Home Depot)
Phalaenopsis Zuma's Pixie
'Taida Little Cutie'
Phalaenopsis Jiaho Kitty Face 'Rainbow'
Phalaenopsis ???? Black Jack
Vanda falcata
Aerangis biloba
Vanda miniata
(Syn. Ascocentrum miniatum)
Cattleya Orbiter (Cattleya coccinea x Cattleya
cernua)
Isabelia virginalis
**Cycnodes Taiwan Gold 'Taiwan Orange'
Hamelwellsara June 'Indigo Sue' AM/AOS

OWNER
Angèle Biljan
Helen Nitschkie
David Kalb
Janet Johns
Jean Hollebone
Helgi Fatovic
Jean Hollebone
Michael Barker
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan
David Kalb
Magdalena Gawronska
David Kalb
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Peter Mazerolle
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Dirk de Snayer
Peter Mazerolle
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Peter Mazerolle
Angèle Biljan

Vanda falcata

Angèle Biljan
France Tremblay
Lynne Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Peter Mazerolle

Vanda falcata

Peter Mazerolle

** Indicates updated name.
Member's Choice: Chosen for its floriferous nature and excellent growth habit. For a miniature plant it has a great number of
blooms and an overall pleasing appearance.
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BEST OF SHOW TABLE AND MEMBER’S CHOICE

Jean Hollebone and Peter Mazerolle with his
beautiful Vanda falcata which was awarded Best
of Show Table and Member’s Choice.
Congratulations Peter!

V. falcata usually grows as an epiphyte on the branches and
trunks of deciduous trees. This means the plants receive high
levels of light during the months of winter and early spring
(2000~3600 fc.), an important factor in the number of blooms
produced. The orchids grow at angles to their branches which
allows water to drain away quickly after rains thus avoiding
bacterial rot. Numerous whitish roots grow from the base of
the plant, anchoring it to its base and collecting nutrients
washed down from above. These roots are accustomed to
excellent air movement. An adult in an optimal situation will
produce numerous offsets.
Within V. falcata's range, summer temperatures average
between 26-31C during the day and 18-23C at night. Average
humidity is 80-85% in summer, and about 75% during the rest
of the seasons. Plants receive heaviest rainfall during the East
Asian rainy season: June and July in southern Japan. Blooming
time is usually synchronized with the monsoon, although
plants may very occasionally bloom as late as December.
Courtesy of Wikipedia
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SHOW TABLE PHOTOS FROM NOVEMBER 2014 MEETING
Show Table Photos by Arlene Lang

CATTLEYA ALLIANCE
1st

Epicattleya René Marqués 'Flame
Thrower' HCC/AOS,
Angèle Biljan

2nd

2nd

Cattleya Hawaiian Splash 'Lea',
Helen Nitschkie

3rd

Barkeria lindleyana,
David Kalb

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria
Crispin Rosales 'Victory' AM/AOS,
Janet Johns

CYPRIPEDIUM ALLIANCE
PAPHIOPEDILUM
1st

Paphiopedilum spicerianum,
Jean Hollebone

2nd

Paphiopedilum gratrixianum
'Richard Sobkowicz' HCC/AOS,
Helgi Fatovic

Phragmipedium Cape Gold
Nugget AM/AOS,
Angèle Biljan

3rd

Paphiopedilum Fairly Sauced,
Jean Hollebone

Paphiopedilum F.C. Puddle,
Michael Barker

CYMBIDIUM ALLIANCE

PHRAGMIPEDIUM
1st

2nd

2nd

Phragmipedium Sorcerer's
Apprentice,
Angèle Biljan

1st

Cymbidium Big Deal 'Debby',
Angèle Biljan
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ONCIDIUM ALLIANCE
1st

2nd

Brassidium Yellow Star 'Okika',
Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

2nd

Oncidium sotoanum,
Angèle Biljan

3rd

Erycina pusilla,
David Kalb

Oncidium No Name,
Magdalena Gawronska

DENDROBIUM ALLIANCE
1st

Dendrobium cuthbertsonii,
David Kalb

2nd

3rd

Dendrobium laevifolium,
Angèle Biljan

Dendrobium Hibiki,
Angèle Biljan

PHALAENOPSIS ALLIANCE
1st

Phalaenopsis No Name,
Peter Mazerolle

2nd

Phalaenopsis Zuma's Pixie
'Taida Little Cutie',
Angèle Biljan

2nd

Phalaenopsis Jiaho Kitty Face 'Rainbow',
Angèle Biljan

3rd

Phalaenopsis ???? Black Jack,
Dirk de Snayer
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VANDA ALLIANCE
st

1

nd

2

nd

2

Vanda falcata,
Peter Mazerolle

Aerangis biloba,
Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

MINIATURES

MISCELLANEOUS
1st

Cattleya Orbiter,
Angèle Biljan

Vanda miniata,
Peter Mazerolle

2nd

Isabelia virginalis,
Angèle Biljan

1st

Cycnodes Taiwan Gold
'Taiwan Orange',
France Tremblay

2nd

Hamelwellsara June 'Indigo Sue'
AM/AOS,
Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe

Home Remedies for Pests and Diseases
Robert Lucas, Saskatchewan Orchid Society
Rust
One of my enduring memories of growing up in Saskatchewan in the 1950s
was a comment that my dad would make whenever it rained for more than a
day, "There goes the wheat crop to rust." With little background in botany, I
assumed that moisture rusted wheat the same way it rusted the fenders on
our 1951 Pontiac. Now, thanks to a serious infestation of the fungus rust in my
Paph and Phrag collection last summer, I now understand that while the
fungus rust works in a different manner than the metal variety, it is just as
effective a killer.
13

At first, I thought the scarring on the leaves was just old leaves dying. It was not until a whole bench of
plants began exhibiting the same symptoms that I knew I had a problem. For those of you lucky enough to
never have seen the consequences, at the left is a picture of infected leaves on Phrag. Jason Fisher. Soon
plants began dying and nothing I did seemed to have any impact. In desperation I called Horst Bohne to
seek advice. He suggested cinnamon, but I complained that it was very difficult to shake the powdered
form into all the leaves, and most of it ended up on my bench. This was when he suggested the following
formula for cinnamicide as he called it.

Cinnamicide
250 ml rubbing alcohol (70%)
75 ml cinnamon.
Soak the cinnamon in the rubbing alcohol for two or three days until the alcohol is
saturated. Strain the solution through cheesecloth once or twice and the
remaining liquid can be placed in a spray bottle. I followed instructions and
sprayed the infected plants with the solution. It turns the leaves the color of light
cinnamon, but the new growths came out clean, as the picture at the right
illustrates.
Spider Mites
To complete my summer of discontent I also
experienced an infestation of spider mites. A
month or two before leaving for a summer
holiday in Europe, I purchased some Phals and
forgot the first rule of good culture, quarantine
new plants until you are sure they are clean.
Then I left for some wine drinking in the Mosel
Valley, hiking in the Black Forest and Zermatt,
and eating in Tuscany. But I digress.
During my absence the weather turned unseasonably warm and
temperatures in my plant room reached 35 degrees C. I had arranged for
two people to water in my absence, but with the extreme temperature,
the plants dried out. Heat and lack of moisture are two conditions that
spider mites love and when I returned I found that four or five generations had spread through my
collection. Here is what they can do to Phals.
At this stage of damage the leaves begin to harden and fall off and the plant dies shortly thereafter. In
panic I applied the last bit of the systemic insecticide Kelthane that a friend had given me. It did the trick
but not before I lost about 150 plants. Unfortunately this product is no longer available for domestic use in
Canada and other approaches must be found. Here is a spray that Horst Bohne suggested for dealing with
less severe infestations.
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Spider Mite Solution
 1 l water
 25 ml horticultural oil
 1/2 tsp neem oil
 touch of antibacterial soap
Spray both sides of the leaves liberally and allow to dry. Be sure to spot up any solution that ends up in the
crown. It is best to spray in the morning so that the heat of the day can dry up any moisture you might
miss. I use this spray prophylactically every time I repot a plant. After reading a about a discussion of
spider mites in the problem corner at the January meeting, Ingrid Schmidt-Ostrander suggested the
following, although she added the caveat that she has not tried it.
Mite Eradicator
 1/4 c baking soda
 1/2 c apple cider vinegar
 1 Tablespoon lemon juice
 2 drops dish detergent
 1/4 teaspoon Epsom salts
Take a cup of very hot water and dissolve the Epsom salts; take rest of ingredients and place in a clean two
litre bottle and let it work out. Add Epsom solution. Add water to fill to 48 oz (750 ml). Shake well.
To use: cover soil (medium) with plastic, turn any lights off and mist plant gently, all over and especially
under leaves. Wait 20 minutes, then spritz off with clean, fresh water, shaking as much water off the plant
as possible. The fresh water rinse will remove the solution together with the dissolved remains of the
mites and their eggs.
Originally printed in the Saskatchewan Orchid Society March 2009 Newsletter. Found in the Victoria
Orchid Society November 2014 Newsletter. Reprinted with the kind permission of the author, Robert
Lucas.

EDITOR’S WRAP
As 2014 draws to a close, I would like to look back on some noteworthy events of the past year. We had
some outstanding speakers: Steve Beckendorf from Berkley and our neighbor from Les Orchidophiles de
Montréal, Michèl Tremblay, to name a couple. We managed to turn the
Kanata hockey rink into an orchid paradise for our Easter Show. In
September we gave every member a dendrobium seedling to love and
cherish...and maybe grow, and finally, yours truly became editor as we
said goodbye to Rick Sobkowicz. On behalf of the OOS Board, I would like
to wish you all a happy and healthy holiday season....May your orchid
successes be many and your failures be few!
Janet Johns
Editor
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