MORE ON OUR OCTOBER SPEAKER: FRED CLARKE
The Sunset Valley Nursery has grown considerably over the last few years and is now exceeding 45,000 sq.
ft. of greenhouse space. Fred is a plant breeder of award-quality orchids. His efforts are focused in the development of new and interesting lines. He provides unique hybrids and species in several genera including;
Cattleya, Catasetinae, Paphiopedilum, Australian Native Dendrobium, and a few others in limited numbers
like Sarcochilus, Zygopetalum and Stanhopea.
All plant offerings are produced in his laboratory and grown from seed at the nursery. The lab processes
over 200 new hybrids annually resulting in 2000 replate flasks. Plants are selected on strict criteria of robust growth and ease of flowering. This is accomplished by selecting the most vigorous growing plants
throughout the growing process of flasking, community trays, and growing in pots. This grading results in
the strongest and best plants for both his customers and for future breeding. Check out the website at
www.sunsetvalleyorchids.com. Fred will be selling his plants at the October meeting.
PLEASE NOTE: DINNER WITH FRED
We will be taking Fred Clarke out for dinner on Sunday after the meeting. Anyone who would like to join us
and talk about orchid culture and other orchid-related things is welcome. A reservation will be made at
il Primo Ristorante, 371 Preston Street for 6 p.m. Please let Janet Johns know if you wish to attend
(email: johnjns@sympatico.ca) . Deadline for reservations is Tuesday, October 11.
Notes on Dendrobiums Demystified by our September Speaker, Ron McHatton
We were treated to a masterful presentation on Dendrobiums from Ron McHatton. These orchids arise from
the Triassic period and have a wide distribution due to land mass movements. It is a very varied group. Ron
kindly sent some notes on his presentation of Dendrobiums Demystified which follow on the next pages. He
also suggested some resources from his extensive background for Dendrobium culture and Information.
Although the first is out of print, all three of these publications are available on Amazon.


Baker, M.L. & Baker, C.O. (1996). Orchid Species Culture: Dendrobium. Portland, Oregon: Timber
Press, Inc.



Lavarack, B., Harris, W. & Stocker, G. (2000). Dendrobium And Its Relatives. Timber Press, Inc.



Wood, H.P. (2006). The Dendrobiums. Liechtenstein: A.R.G Gantner Verlag, Ruggell.

General Rules for Dendrobiums


Use the smallest pot possible - NEVER overpot this genus.



Well-drained media promote good root growth and minimize media breakdown



Most DO NOT appreciate root disturbance - repotting can lead to shock



NO fertilizer for most species Halloween through Easter



Hang tall plants to control top heaviness or place small pots inside much larger pots and weigh down with rocks



DO NOT use copper-based fungicides or bactericides with dendrobiums



ALWAYS repot only when roots start to grow (usually spring) so re-establishment is fast. Overpotted plants may
not start new growth or flower until roots reach the edge of pots.
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DENDROBIUM GROUPS AND THEIR CULTURE (from Ron McHatton and notes from his presentation)
The Dendrobium Phalaenopsis Group

The Nobile Group

These are warm growers and typically flower in the summer months. Nights should be above 60°F. Do not use cold
water when watering. They like medium to bright light –
more like a cattleya. If there is too much light they will
produce keikis. Reduce water (from once a week to every
two weeks) and grow at a cooler temperature in the fall.

1) Dendrobium Nobile and its hybrids (Yamamoto Hybrids)

Examples:
Dendrobium affine
Dendrobium fytchianum
Dendrobium phalaenopsis (correctly Dendrobium bigibbum and
all its forms)
Dendrobium x superbiens
Dendrobium williamsianum

These are all deciduous and lose their foliage. They flower
on the second cane after the first leaf only once a year,
but can be spectacular. They require a dry period in winter. Water and fertilize during the summer before October. Do not fertilize in October and water only enough to
stop them from shrivelling. Keep them cool from 40° to
50°F at night during late winter until you can count the
buds. Then start to water. If the nights are too warm, or
fertilizer is applied too early, keikis rather than flowers will
form.

Examples:
Dendrobium friedricksianum
This group also includes all of the hybrids with the
Dendrobium loddigesii
Dendrobium primulinum
Phalaenopsis group. Plants have brightly colored flowers
not quite as fully shaped as the phal group, of heavier sub- Dendrobium cretaceum
stance and typically stronger inflorescences. These are all Dendrobium crepidatum
Dendrobium crystallinum
evergreens and grow very tall – up to 10 feet. They are
Dendrobium devonianum
summer flowering, but can flower several times with longDendrobium moschatum

The Antelope Group

lasting flowers. They like higher light than cattleya with
some air movement. They should dry between flowerings.
2) The "Warm" Nobile Group
Bud drop can be caused by cool nights below 60°F.
These have the same characteristics as the first group, but
Examples:
only need a few nights below 60°F to set the flowers.
Dendrobium attenuatum
Dendrobium canaliculatum
Dendrobium carronii
Dendrobium discolor
Dendrobium gouldii
Dendrobium helix
Dendrobium johannis
Dendrobium lasianthera
Dendrobium lineale
Dendrobium stratiotes
Dendrobium strebloceras
Dendrobium tangerinum
Dendrobium taurinum
Dendrobium veratrifolium

Examples:
Dendrobium aphyllum (pierardii)
Dendrobium anosmum
Dendrobium falconeri
Dendrobium finlayanum
Dendrobium heterocarpum
Dendrobium parishii
Dendrobium unicum
Dendrobium tortile

With these two groups, if plants do not flower well given a
moderate dry winter with cooler temperatures, experiment with keeping them drier or cooler.
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The Latouria Group

The Formosae Group (Nigro-Hirsute Group)

These are tough as nails with long-lasting flowers. They
need moisture and fertilizer year round. They are warm
growers. Canes will re-flower for 7 - 10 years. Hybrids with
one of these species or hybrids as a parent are treated as
Latouria group.

These prefer intermediate conditions – some are cool
growers, but most require intermediate temperatures.
They should be watered thoroughly with a 6 week dry out
rest when growth is complete.

Examples:
Dendrobium aberrans
Dendrobium alexandrae
Dendrobium atroviolaceum
Dendrobium bifalce
Dendrobium convolutum
Dendrobium engae
Dendrobium eximium
Dendrobium finisterrae
Dendrobium forbestii
Dendrobium johnsoniae
Dendrobium macrophyllum
Dendrobium polysema
Dendrobium rhodostictum
Dendrobium shiraishii
Dendrobium spectabile

The Callista or Densiflora Group
These have great pendulous clusters of flowers. They are
adapted to winter/summer conditions. In summer they
like hot, humid conditions. In the fall/winter (October April they prefer dry conditions with day temperatures of
70°F and night temperatures of 40° - 50°F. The winter
night cooling is critical to flowering. They like medium light
conditions.
Examples:
Dendrobium chrysotoxum
Dendrobium farmeri
Dendrobium amabile
Dendrobium lindleyi
Dendrobium jenkinsii
Dendrobium densiflorum
Dendrobium thyrsiflorum

Examples:
Dendrobium dearei
Dendrobium sanderae
Dendrobium bellatulum
Dendrobium christyanum
Dendrobium cruentum
Dendrobium formosum
Dendrobium infundibulum
Dendrobium schuetei
Dendrobium tobaense
Dendrobium trigonopus
Dendrobium lowii

The Hard Cane Group (Dendrocoryne)
Hybrids of the Hard Cane group are usually dominated by
this group and should be grown like Hard Cane dendrobiums. This group benefits from moist summer and a dry
winter. These like colder winters: from Northern Australia
prefer 50° - 60° F and those from Southern Australia 40° 50°F. They like bright light and should have a dry rest. In
the summer they need lots of water and fertilizer.
Examples:
Dendrobium aemulum
Dendrobium falcorostrum
Dendrobium gracilicaule
Dendrobium jonesii
Dendrobium kingianum
Dendrobium speciosum and all its varieties
Dendrobium tetragonum
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The Pedilonum/Calyptrochilus Group

The Dockrillia Group

These are generally cool growing orchids with some preferring warm to intermediate temperatures. They do not
need a dry period.

These have the narrow leaves which indicates the need
for bright light. They also need high humidity.

Examples:
Dendrobium lawesii
Dendrobium bracteosum (and what's in the trade as tanhnii)
Dendrobium bullenianum
Dendrobium capituliflorum
Dendrobium dichaeoides
Dendrobium goldschmidtianum
Dendrobium x usitana
Dendrobium jacobsonii
Dendrobium purpureum
Dendrobium secundum
Dendrobium smillieae
Dendrobium mohlianum
Dendrobium obtusisepalum (the candy corn orchid - correct
name may be chrysopense or wentianum)
Dendrobium glomeratum (sold as sulawesiense as well)
Dendrobium Hsinying Chrysopense – a fabulous hybrid of the
candy corn orchid and glomeratum

Examples:
Dendrobium brevicauda
Dendrobium cucumerina
Dendrobium doliophylla
Dendrobium fairfaxii
Dendrobium linguiformis
Dendrobium pugioniforme
Dendrobium rigidum
Dendrobium teretifolium
Dendrobium wassellii

The Aporum group
These canes flower repeatedly. They require bright light,
and should NEVER dry out, even for a day.
Examples:
Dendrobium distichum
Dendrobium keithii
Dendrobium leonis
Dendrobium anceps

The Oxyglossum Group
There are also cool growers which don’t need a dry period. The flowers will last from 8 - 11 months.
Examples:
Dendrobium cuthbertsonii
Dendrobium cyanocentrum
Dendrobium laevifolium (the only intermediate grower)
Dendrobium delicatulum
Dendrobium hellwigianum
Dendrobium masarangense
Dendrobium vexillarius

Ron McHatton engages the
crowd during his presentation
on Dendrobiums Demystified.
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