GROWER’S PROFILE: ANGÈLE BILJAN
Jean Hollebone with Angèle Biljan
Photographs by Arlene Lang
Angèle Biljan has been a member of the Ottawa
Orchid Society for many years. She loves to grow
plants of many kinds; they grow magically for her,
as is evident at every show table which usually contains 15 or more of her beautiful and often rare
orchids. This is one of her ongoing contributions to
the Society. Every pre-meeting Saturday she scours
her collection for what’s new in bloom, and packs
them for the Sunday show. She hopes members
share her excitement over beautiful blooms that
they might not otherwise see, and will be intrigued
and encouraged to try growing “different” orchids,
Above: Angèle with the OOS Exhibit at the 2012 ECOS Show

learning and appreciating, as she
does, their characteristics and peBulbophyllum medusae 'Orchidglade
culiarities.
II' CCA/SFOS
Angèle has long been immersed
in the Ottawa plant scene. As a
member of the Ottawa Horticultural Society for many years she
has won their grand prize trophy
Paphiopedilum Screaming Eagle
for an amazing 17 years! She is
an honoured life member of the Nepean Horticultural Society and recipient of the
OHA Service Certificate. As a life member and co-founder of the Ottawa African Violet
Society, she has a
long history of raising prize winning violets and reExhibit at Orchidophilia 2015, 3rd Place
lated species. While juggling a growing family of 3
active children, one of whom required frequent
medical care, and a husband who was often away
on work road trips, she became an African Violet
accredited judge, scoring a perfect 100% on these
very tough exams! This led to travel in Canada and
the United States as a visiting judge for many AV
shows. But then she needed a new challenge…
and…
One day her 6 -year- old daughter saw an unusual
flower in the grocery store and begged her mom to
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buy it. It was a slipper orchid. One led to another, and she joined the Ottawa
Orchid Society, but she was shy and found it hard to talk to people until she
met Marcel and André who gave her lots of growing tips, and became lifelong friends. Then, her golden showers Oncidium Gower Ramsay won a 3rd
place ribbon and she was hooked. More plants led to a solarium and a few
more to a greenhouse and finally a second greenhouse was built to house
her collection which now numbers over several thousand.
Angèle says her favorite orchids are phrags (in particular, those with the long
hanging petals like Phrag caudatum and Phrag Grande) and miniature pleurothallids. Mostly she enjoys the challenge of getting something new to grow
and flower well. Her current passion is cattleyas, especially perfumed varieCattleya Irene Finney ‘Spring’s Best’ AM/AOS
ties. She loves unusual orchids and has a special table for her most delicate
and tender plants which she tends carefully several times a day. Asked what
advice she would give to members, Angèle says “Buy a good quality medium for your orchids. It is a good investment.
Roots like it and will respond well to good care.” You will see Angèle at most
meetings. Feel free to talk to her about your orchids. She also says “Don’t be
shy, feel free to talk to others about your growing needs.”

Oberonia brachystachys

Cattleya Orbiter

Holcoglossum kimballianum

Left: OOS members pay close attention to Marilyn Light
during her demonstration for Orchids 101 on grooming
orchids to prepare for a show.

Joyce Medcalf, Judge, assisted by Jean Hollebone, Head Clerk

André Couture, Judge, assisted by Jean Hollebone, Head Clerk
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