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This Month’s Activities At a Glance 
 
April 07, 2021 at 7:00 p.m:  Orchids Discussion Group (ODG) meeting.  
 
April 08-11, 2021:  Virtual Show Table photo submission. 
 
April 18, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.:  Thomas Mirenda will speak about Orchids of Tibet.  

 
 

SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society
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President’s Message 

 
Now that I have had my first COVID-19 vaccination (on April 2), I am 
starting to think about being able to do “normal” things again one day, 
hopefully in the not too distant future! Maybe we will be able to have our 
regular monthly meetings in person again rather than through Zoom, and 
maybe we will be able to plan for a Show in April of 2022! I realize it is a 
bit premature to be thinking this way, but Spring makes us all feel more 
optimistic and I am looking forward to getting out and about more in the 
coming months as I am sure you are!  
 
I hope you enjoyed our March meeting and especially the talk about 
fragrant orchids given by Steven Frowine. This is not a topic we have 
heard very much about, and I think a lot of members will be taking him 

up on some of his suggestions for plants with great fragrance! He was impressed to hear that we 
have had a fragrance exhibit at our show for many years, and thanks to Ann Smutylo for looking 
after this so well. Right now the fragrance display is gathering dust in our storage unit, so let’s hope 
it can come out of hibernation for next year! 
 
        Fragrance Display at the 2019 Show 
 
The March Show Table went very well 
again, with a total of 43 entries from 14 
members. Thanks again to our Show 
Table judges Marie-Josée Bergeron, 
André Couture, Jean Hollebone, Joyce 
Medcalf and Scott de Vito for reviewing 
all the entries and selecting the winning 
plants, and thanks to Pat Boisvert for 
judging the best photography. Thanks 
also to Joyce for checking and correcting 
the plant names where needed, and I hope 
members remember to update their 
records. You can see the photos of the 
winning entries starting on page 11-18.  
 
Please keep those photos coming for the next Show Table! 

 

Dave Cooper 
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Tentative Program for 2021 (all talks will be held at 1:30 p.m.) 
 
April 18, 2021 at 1:30 p.m.: 
 
Speaker:  Thomas Mirenda 
 
Topic:  Orchids of Tibet 
 
Speaker Background:  This month we welcome Thomas Mirenda who will 
be talking about Orchids of Tibet. This was the most highly requested talk by 
the Society members from his extensive list of very interesting topics that we 
circulated. Tom is no stranger to the Ottawa Orchids Society. A few years 
ago he presented a wonderful talk on hunting orchids in Italy, an expedition 
he led which included several members from SOOS , the Toronto Society, 
and Marlene Young from the Ottawa Society. Tom's passion is orchids and 
he has held distinguished positions at the New York Botanical Garden, the 
Brooklyn Botanical Garden, and 17 years at the Smithsonian in Washington 
as the Orchid Collection Specialist. Currently he has returned to Hawaii to take a leadership 
position at the Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden. Tom is passionate about encouraging 
development of orchid gardens internationally as a method of orchid conservation, preserving 
these treasures for future generations to enjoy.  
 

Upcoming Events 
 
Our speaker for May will be Tom Etheridge, again no stranger to the Society, who will speak on 
Odontoglossums, a very large and interesting sub group of Oncidium orchids. He will discuss the latest 
hybridizing of these large and very beautiful spotted South American orchids. 
 
Next year's program is in the works. We do not know yet whether we will continue to be virtual or 
whether we can return to face to face meetings. Leslie Ee will kick off the 2021-2022 season with a 
tantalizing talk on ‘Lure, the Lust and the Licentiousness of Black Orchids’. If you have suggestions 
or wishes for a specific topic to be covered at one of our meetings, please send your suggestions to 
Jean Hollebone (as early as possible, as it takes time to arrange for speakers). 

 
  
May Tom Etheridge will talk about Odontoglossum culture 

September Leslie Ee will talk about ‘Lure, the Lust and Licentiousness of Black Orchids’ 
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Group Plant Orders 
 

1. Laura Bonnell Raymond has been in touch with me last week regarding the Ecuagenera, 
Joseph Wu and Orchis orders. As far as we know, everything is in progress and we can 
expect the plants to arrrive sometime later this month. 
 

2. With regard to the Paph Paradise and Gold Country Orchids orders, David Sorokowsky 
indicated to Terry Kennedy that he expects to get his CITES Export Certificate from US 
Fish and Wildlife shortly. He will then apply for the Canadian CITES import permit. He will 
be contacting all who have placed orders before he ships in order to receive payment. He 
expects to ship in mid-May. 
 

3. Shawn Hillis of Garden Slippers will be shipping directly to Ottawa in early May. 
In all cases, I will inform everyone who has placed orders when shipments arrive so that we 
can make arrangements for pick up from my house. Thank you all for being so patient when 
we are all so impatient to receive our new plants!! 

Jean Hollebone (Program Chair)  

 

Upcoming Elections  
 
2021 is an election year and we will be electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer and Secretary 
at our May meeting via Zoom. These positions are for 2 years and are open to all members in good 
standing. While the current Treasurer and Secretary have agreed to stand again and our Vice 
President has agreed to run for President, the position of Vice President has not received any 
nominations. If anyone is interested in running, please look up the job description and nominating 
requirements on the website under Constitution and For Members. You don’t need to be an orchid 
expert to be on the Board. All nominations should be sent to Janet Johns at johnjns@sympatico.ca 
and nominations will be accepted up until the May meeting and from the floor during the May 
Zoom meeting.  
 

Janet Johns (Past President) 

 

Board Position Available - Membership Chair 
 

As most of you know, Helen Nitschke has been looking after Membership for the past three 
seasons, and she has been doing a great job! However, she feels it is now time to give another 
member a chance and so she will be stepping down at the end of this season.  
 
This is an important position and we really need this position filled at the earliest opportunity. The 
Society cannot operate without its members. If you like socialising, then this position is for you as it 

mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
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allows you to interact with the members and meet new people. If you are interested in taking on 
this new challaenge, please send an email to orchidae@storm.ca or janet.johns@sympatico.ca.  
 

The OOS Board 

 
Virtual Show Table for May (DEADLINE May 9th) 
 
Our Virtual Show Tables are working very well, and I am pleased to see so many members are 
participating. For the May meeting the rules will be the same as for April, and again there will be a 
4-day period to send in your entries. The deadline for entries will still be one week before the 
meeting making it Sunday, May 9th, but you can take your photos and send them in on any of the 4 
days from Thursday, May 6th to Sunday, May 9th. As always, please send by email to me at 
orchidae@storm.ca. Remember to include your name as well as the full name of each plant (or 
NOID if you don’t have the name).  
 
As a reminder, please take two photos, one showing the whole plant and one a close-up of the 
flower. All members are welcome to participate, and you can send in photos of as many plants as 
you wish. Our expert judges will judge all the photos in the same alliances we use for our usual 
Show Tables. We will award ribbons for first, second and third in each alliance as usual, as well as a 
rosette for Best of Show Table and another for Members’ Choice. We will also award ribbons for 
the best photography. 
 

Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca) 

Judging Centre Update 

 
The Montréal Judging Centre will not be meeting in early 2021 due to the ongoing pandemic. In 
all likelihood, the Centre will continue to meet via ZOOM until June 2021. Members can attend the 
Centre’s lecture on May 17, 2021 at 10:00-11:00 a.m. This month’s lecture will be on Vanda coerulea 
by Marie-Josée Bergeron. 

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09 

 

Meeting ID: 980 3308 9644 

Passcode: 123559 

One tap mobile 

+12042727920,,98033089644#,,,,,,0#,,123559#Canada 

+14388097799,,98033089644#,,,,,,0#,,123559#Canada 

 

André Couture 

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
https://umontreal.zoom.us/j/98033089644?pwd=dGdSeFQ0c0RIVlVQUGJrWFVvSWx4QT09
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Photography Awards 
 
During our Virtual Show Tables, Pat Boisvert has been doing a great job judging the entries from a 
photography quality perspective. I can see that many of our members are putting a lot of effort into 
taking sharp, well-composed photos, and it is only fitting that we recognize your efforts!  
 
Each month Pat has put together some notes about the reasons for his awards, where he describes 
which aspects of the photos prompted him to choose those ones as the winners. These notes 
provide great feedback on what went particularly well and what aspects caught his eye – very much 
worth checking out. You can find Pat’s notes on the ‘members only’ part of the website in the 
“Photographing Orchids” page, at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html.  
 
As Webmaster, I am always happy to receive your feedback on any aspects or issues with the 
website, links that are not working, etc. Feel free to contact me at orchidae@storm.ca.  

 

Dave Cooper (Webmaster) 
 

Orchids Discussion Group (May 5, 2021) 

The ODG meeting will be held once a month from 7:00-8:00 p.m. on Zoom (preregistration is 
required). Next month’s meeting will be held on May 5, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. At this meeting, you can 
ask questions and talk about orchid culture, share tips, and discuss any orchid-related topic you are 
interested in.  
 
You may submit your questions or desired discussion topics to Pat Boisvert, our Conservation 
Chair (Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com), ahead of time. Helen Nitschkie will email the question/topic list 
to OOS members one week before the ODG meeting date, along with the link for registration. A 
list of questions/discussion topics will be posted on the OOS website at 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html. 
 
For this event, registration will be open until one hour before the meeting starts. 
 
We hope you will enjoy participating in the ODG and can get back the community feel of our club.  
 
We look forward to seeing many of you at the next meeting. 

The OOS Board 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/photographing.html
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:Pat.g.boisvert@gmail.com
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/orchid_discussion_group_questions.html
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Zoom Meetings Reminder 

 

 Please register for each monthly Zoom meeting by the deadline indicated. Although we have 

not approached the limit yet, we do have limited “seats” and this cannot be exceeded. 

 Registration must be done for each separate meeting. 

 If you have not received your link after registration, you must let me know at least 1 hour 

before the meeting starts at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. Once the meeting is started at about 

1:00 p.m., I am not available.  

 Please sign on to the meeting before 1:25 p.m. You will be put into a waiting room, and it takes 

time to let you in. Once I have started the meeting at 1:30 p.m., you may have to wait for a few 

minutes as I share my screen for the opening protocols and agenda. 

 

Jan Johns (Vice President) 

 

March Zoom OOS Meeting Recap  

Meeting Report for March 21, 2021 
 
50 members and 2 guests signed up for the meeting. 49 people attended the meeting. 
 

1. Jan Johns went over meeting protocols. 

 

2. Dave Cooper introduced the agenda and welcomed our visitors. 

 

3. Jean Hollebone introduced our speaker, Stephen Frowine. Steve introduced the importance 

of fragrance both to humans – and to plants. He explained why hybrids are often less 

fragrant than species as they are generally bred for form, colour, flower abundance or ease of 

culture. He went over different types of fragrances and then went through those orchids that 

are very fragrant. All members received a copy of the list, some highlights from his talk and a 

list of suppliers. If you did not receive them, please email Jan Johns at 

janet.johns@sympatico.ca.  

 
Pat Boisvert kept track of questions. Steve was impressed that we held our own Fragrance 

Class at our Show and one of our guests, the Central Ontario Orchid Society President, was 

interested in following our lead for that. Ann Smutylo has forwarded information to her.  

Jean then thanked Steve for his talk. 

 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca


10 

 

 

 

4. The March Show Table followed. Thanks to our judges, André Couture, Jean Hollebone, 

Joyce Medcalf and Scott de Vito, for introducing the ribbon winners. Marie Josée Bergeron 

could not attend this month. There were 43 orchids from 13 members. Congratulations to 

all the ribbon winners. See these on page 11-18. 

 

5. Pat Boisvert introduced the Photography Winners for this month. See these on page 13. 

 
6. The Member’s Choice Poll was held. There was a tie this month. Results are on page 13.  

 
7. Margaret Haydon, the Orchid Doctor, spoke about viruses in orchids and how they are 

spread. These are difficult to diagnose as they may appear to be from nutritional deficiencies, 

insects or stress and are more frequent than we realize. Disinfecting equipment and hands 

between treating each plant and culling infected plants are the only ways to prevent spread. 

A detailed synopsis of this session will be published in the May edition of Spike. 

 
8. Dave asked for any business items to be discussed. 

 
a. Jean mentioned that there was a delay on the Paph Paradise order. Orchids can still be 

ordered from Garden Slippers. These will not be shipped until later in April/May.  

Please make sure you let Jean know of your order. They will be shipped directly to 

Jean and should be picked up from her once you are notified. A choice of topic for 

Thomas Mirenda next month was Orchids of Tibet. 

 

b. Janet Johns discussed the upcoming election. There are still no nominations for Vice 

President. There are nominations for the other positions, President, Treasurer and 

Secretary, but all members are encouraged to step up and let it be a ‘real’ election. As 

Dave Cooper says, the more you put into the Society, the more enjoyment you get out 

of it. 

 
c. Pat Boisvert encouraged everyone to join the Orchids Discussion Group, which has 

been a great success. This is a time for beginners to get hints and others to chat about 

specific issues. The next session will be on May 5, 2021. 

 
d. Everyone was reminded that the Spike deadline is always the 1st day of the month and 

that pictures to be submitted should be of high resolution.  

 
e. If you have not joined us for a meeting yet, please consider it. It is always nice to 

connect with our orchid friends each month. 
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News 
Congratulations to Jean Allen-Ikeson 

 
At the annual Spring virtual meeting of the American Orchid Society (AOS), Jean Ikeson of the 
Toronto Judging Centre was awarded a coveted Silver Medal given to a worthy volunteer who has 
completed an outstanding task for the AOS. Jean has been Chair of the Editorial Board for the 
AOS and with her, the Committee has hunted out interesting articles by leading experts for the 
AOS flagship ORCHIDS magazine, edited them and proofread the texts. She is also a National 
Education Coordinator in the AOS Judging Program and has recently developed a manual which 
standardizes the learning material for student judges across the many AOS Judging Centres. The 
award was given for both these accomplishments. This is a high honour for Jean, and well 
deserved. Many of you will know her as she has served as a judge and Team Captain at our Annual 
Show for many years. Congratulations Jean.   
 

March Virtual Show Table Results 
 

MARCH 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT AWARD 

Cattleya  
Judged by 
Scott de Vito 

Robert St-Jean Cattleya lueddemanniana ‘Arthur Chadwick’ AM/AOS 1st 

Monique Savard Rhyncholaeliocattleya Holiday Eye Candy ‘Mellow Yellow’ 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Susan Hawkins x Cattleya 
percivaliana) 

2nd 

Jean Hollebone Enanthleya Magic Wand ‘Peter’s Pick’ (Cattlianthe Trick or 
Treat x Guaricyclia Kyoguchi) 

2nd 

Hélène Mondou Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange (Rhyncattleanthe Viola 
Nuggett x Cattlianthe Trick or Treat) 

3rd 

Maria Martins Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun ‘Youngmin Golden Boy’ 
AM/AOS (Cattlianthe Golden Girl x Rhyncattleanthe Taida 
Love Star) 

3rd 

Cypripedium 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Pinocchio ‘Yellow’ (Paphiopedilum 
glaucophyllum x Paphiopedilum primulinum)  

1st 
 

Magdalena Gawronski Paphiopedilum NOID 2nd 

Monique Savard Paphiopedilum Enzan Kitty (Paphiopedilum Tree of Suwada 
x Paphiopedilum Kimura’s Dream) {Red Maude x Blacklight} 

3rd 

Dendrobium 
Judged by 
Jean Hollebone 

Jane Thompson Dendrobium aphyllum 1st 

Maria Martins Dendrobium lindleyi 2nd 
 

Oncidium  
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

Sabina Gupta Oncidium Sharry Baby (Oncidium Jamie Sutton x Oncidium 
Honolulu) 

1st 

Ann Smutylo Oncidium Space Race ‘Coco’ AM/AOS (Oncidium 
Sphacetante x Oncidium Pupukea Sunset) 

2nd 

Ann Smutylo Oncostele Catatante ‘Orange Kiss’ (Oncidium Sphacetante x 
Oncostele Wildcat)  
 
 

3rd 



12 

 

 

 

MARCH 2021 SHOW TABLE RIBBON WINNERS 

ALLIANCE MEMBER’S NAME NAME OF PLANT AWARD 

Phalaenopsis 
Judged by 
André Couture 

 Phalaenopsis - Yellow Hybrids 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Kangaroo (Phalaenopsis Tzu Chiang 
Balm ‘C#1’ x Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Hazel ‘Cherry’)  

1st 

Robert St-Jean Phalaenopsis Sogo Meili ‘F1751’ AM/AOS (Phalaenopsis 
Sogo Pride x Phalaenopsis Sogo Circus)  

2nd 

Robert St-Jean Phalaenopsis Lioulin Moon ‘OX1533’ FCC/AOS (Phalaenopsis 
Lioulin King x Phalaenopsis Lioulin Venus) 

3rd 

 Phalaenopsis - Pink Hybrids 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Miki Spirit (Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x 
Phalaenopsis Surf Song) x Salu Peoker 

1st 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Leopard Prince (Phalaenopsis Sun Prince x 
Phalaenopsis Ho’s French Fantasia) 

2nd 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Wiganiae (Phalaenopsis schilleriana x 
Phalaenopsis stuartiana) 

3rd 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis Jiaho’s Pink Girl (Phalaenopsis schilleriana x 
Phalaenopsis Zuma’s Pixie) 

3rd 

 Phalaenopsis NOID 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 1st 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd 

Jean Hollebone Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd 

Pleurothallid 
Judged by 
André Couture 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes calocerca 1st 
 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes imitator 2nd 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes sijmii ‘Hill Island’ CCM/AOS 3rd 

Vanda  
Judged by 
Joyce Medcalf 

Monique Savard Vanda Kapiolani de Paris (Vanda Kapiolani x Vanda Gordon 
Dillon) 

1st 

Miscellaneous  
Judged by 
Marie-Josée 
Bergeron 
 
 
 

Maria Martins Coelogyne Orchideengarten Joachim (Coelogyne usitana x 
Coelogyne salmonicolor) 

1st 

Sabina Gupta Mormodes Gareth Wills ‘Tiger Spots’ (Mormodes Exotic 
Treat x Mormodes Nitty-Gritty) x Mormodes (Virgen del 
Valle x Nitty-Gritty) ‘Peppermint Stripes’ 

2nd 

Maria Martins Lycaste NOID 2nd 

Jane Thompson Bulbophyllum gracillimum 3rd 

Julia Parshina Maxillaria tenuifolia 3rd 

Photography  
Judged by 
Pat Boisvert 

Maria Martins Dendrobium lindleyi 1st 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Pinocchio ‘Yellow’ (Paphiopedilum 
glaucophyllum x Paphiopedilum primulinum)  

2nd 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes calocera 2nd 

Best of Show Table Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID  

Member’s Choice 
Poll Winner (tie) 

Monique Savard Rhyncholaeliocattleya Holiday Eye Candy ‘Mellow Yellow’ 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Susan Hawkins x Cattleya 
percivaliana) 

Maria Martins Coelogyne Orchideengarten Joachim (Coelogyne usitana x Coelogyne 
salmonicolor) 
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Photography Awards 

Maria Martins Dendrobium lindleyi 1st 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Pinocchio ‘Yellow’ (Paphiopedilum glaucophyllum x 
Paphiopedilum primulinum)  

2nd-1 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes calocera 2nd-2 

Member’s Choice Best of Show Table 

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Holiday Eye Candy  
‘Mellow Yellow’ (Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria 

Susan Hawkins x Cattleya percivaliana) 
 

Monique Savard 
 

Photography Awards 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

Phalaenopsis NOID 
Ann Smutylo 

Coelogyne Orchideengarten 
Joachim (Coelogyne usitana x 

Coelogyne salmonicolor) 
 

Maria Martins 

2
nd-1

 

2
nd-2

 

1st 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes calocerca 1st 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes imitator 2nd 

Joyce Medcalf Lepanthes sijmii ‘Hill Island’ CCM/AOS 3rd  

Dendrobium Alliance 

Jane Thompson Dendrobium aphyllum 1st 

Maria Martins Dendrobium lindleyi 2nd 

Vanda Alliance 

Monique Savard Vanda Kapiolani de Paris (Vanda Kapiolani 
x Vanda Gordon Dillon) 

1st 

Pleurothallid Alliance 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Vanda Alliance 
 

Cypripedium Alliance 

2
nd

 3
rd

 

1
st
 

2
nd

 

1st 

1st 
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Cattleya Alliance 

Robert St-Jean Cattleya lueddemanniana ‘Arthur Chadwick’ AM/AOS 1st 

Monique Savard Rhyncholaeliocattleya Holiday Eye Candy ‘Mellow Yellow’  
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Susan Hawkins x Cattleya percivaliana) 

2nd-1 

Jean Hollebone Enanthleya Magic Wand ‘Peter’s Pick’ (Cattlianthe Trick or Treat x Guaricyclia Kyoguchi) 2nd-2 

Hélène Mondou Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange (Rhyncattleanthe Viola Nuggett x Cattlianthe Trick or Treat) 3rd-1 

Maria Martins Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun ‘Youngmin Golden Boy’ AM/AOS  
(Cattlianthe Golden Girl x Rhyncattleanthe Taida Love Star) 

3rd-2 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Tommy Wingreen Paphiopedilum Pinocchio ‘Yellow’ (Paphiopedilum glaucophyllum x Paphiopedilum primulinum) 1st 

Magdalena Gawronski Paphiopedilum NOID 2nd 

Monique Savard Paphiopedilum Enzan Kitty (Paphiopedilum Tree of Suwada x Paphiopedilum Kimura’s Dream) 
{Red Maude x Blacklight} 

3rd 

Cattleya Alliance 
 

1
st
 2

nd-1
 2

nd-2
 

3
rd-1

 

3
rd-2

 

Cypripedium Alliance 

1
st
 2

nd
 3

rd
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Oncidium Alliance 

Sabina Gupta Oncidium Sharry Baby (Oncidium Jamie Sutton x Oncidium Honolulu) 1st 

Ann Smutylo Oncidium Space Race ‘Coco’ AM/AOS (Oncidium Sphacetante x Oncidium Pupukea Sunset) 2nd 

Ann Smutylo Oncostele Catatante ‘Orange Kiss’ (Oncidium Sphacetante x Oncostele Wildcat)  3rd 

Phalaenopsis – Pink Hybrids 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Miki Spirit (Phalaenopsis Little Gem Stripes x Phalaenopsis Surf Song) x Salu Peoker 1st 

Mila Kouznetsova Phalaenopsis Leopard Prince (Phalaenopsis Sun Prince x Phalaenopsis Ho’s French Fantasia) 2nd 

Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Wiganiae (Phalaenopsis schilleriana x Phalaenopsis stuartiana) 3rd-1 

Sabina Gupta Phalaenopsis Jiaho’s Pink Girl (Phalaenopsis schilleriana x Phalaenopsis Zuma’s Pixie) 3rd-2 
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Phalaenopsis – Yellow Hybrids 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Kangaroo (Phalaenopsis Tzu Chiang Balm ‘C#1’ x 
Phalaenopsis Zheng Min Hazel ‘Cherry’)  

1st 

Robert St-Jean Phalaenopsis Sogo Meili ‘F1751’ AM/AOS (Phalaenopsis Sogo Pride x 
Phalaenopsis Sogo Circus)  

2nd 

Robert St-Jean Phalaenopsis Lioulin Moon ‘OX1533’ FCC/AOS (Phalaenopsis Lioulin King x 
Phalaenopsis Lioulin Venus) 

3rd 

Phalaenopsis - NOID 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 1st 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 2nd 

Ann Smutylo Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd-1 

Jean Hollebone Phalaenopsis NOID 3rd-2 
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Miscellaneous 

Maria Martins Coelogyne Orchideengarten Joachim (Coelogyne usitana x Coelogyne salmonicolor) 1st 

Sabina Gupta Mormodes Gareth Wills ‘Tiger Spots’ (Mormodes Exotic Treat x Mormodes Nitty-Gritty) x Mormodes 
(Virgen del Valle x Nitty-Gritty) ‘Peppermint Stripes’ 

2nd-1 

Maria Martins Lycaste NOID 2nd-2 

Jane Thompson Bulbophyllum gracillimum 3rd-1 

Julia Parshina Maxillaria tenuifolia 3rd-2 

Miscellaneous  
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To Ice or Not to Ice? Is That A Valid Question? 
Author: Jean Hollebone 

 
On a trip to my local hardware store for potting soil, I was amazed to see a neon green Phalaenopsis 
among the orchids offered for sale. Upon closer look, I realized the orchid was not from outer 
space, but from the same supply company that was selling blue Phalaenopsis last summer. But they 
aren't really blue or green through breeding. The accompanying plant tag clearly states that 
subsequent bloomings will be white. What a sad fate for these beautiful giant white Phalaenopsis, that 
are force-fed with concentrated food dye to produce these extreme colours! To be honest, the 
colouring does not appear to do the orchids harm, I guess I just prefer my flowers au naturel.  
 
What was also interesting is that each of the orchids had a tag from Just add ice ORCHIDS, which 
included easy care instructions to water once a week with three ice cubes. This blatant 
misinformation was discouraging. It encourages and indeed promotes poor growing practices. For 
a start, no self-respecting Phalaenopsis originating from tropical regions see snow or ice in its natural 
lifetime. The effect of three ice cubes to tender roots can only produce shock to the root system 
and the water released may not be enough to give adequate moisture. Preferably, I hope OOS 
growers take your Phalaenopsis to the sink, and run lukewarm water through the plant root system  
for several minutes, watching as the roots turn a solid green, and then letting the plant drain well 
before returning it to its container. Or maybe you use rain water or deionised water from a reverse- 
osmosis system. In addition, I hope each gets its small boost of dilute fertilizer once a week for 
three weeks, and a good clear water flush on the fourth week to wash away excess salts and 
residues.  
 
The information given by the company may appear to be a smart marketing tool from their 
perspective, but once a plant is sold, they are no longer interested in its viability or longevity. I 
regret that the misinformation given does not encourage good growth and culture in the longer 
term, and ultimately brings discouragement. I hope when friends and acquaintances approach us as  
orchid growers for help and information, that we will tell them how to properly water their moth 
orchid, so that it will indeed thrive and bloom again. But this time with beautiful pristine white 
blooms, which on a stem gently nodding in your room or solarium evokes images of white moths 
flitting in a sunlit, tropical forest glade. Better still, invite them along to the Orchid Society 
meetings. 
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Editor’s Wrap 
 

 
Welcome everyone to Spring at last! The past couple of days have been really 
warm and bright, drawing everyone out of their hibernation if you had not 
already ended it when the snow melted! Suddenly, COVID-19 does not seem 
to be such a big deal. I hope that this time around, with vaccines becoming 
more and more available, COVID-19 truly will cease to be a big deal.  
 
However, it is true that it created havoc, many lives were lost and so many 

continue to struggle with the aftermath of it all. But let us stand together and adopt Team Ottawa 
approach to beat it once and for all. While the next 28 days are going to be challenging for many of 
us to stay home, especially with the arrival of the beautiful weather, let us make one last effort to 
defeat it entirely. Stay home and stay safe, friends.  
 
You may have noticed that our orchids are also celebrating the arrival of Spring and unfortunately, 
they are dependent on us to enjoy it. Let us take advantage of this Stay at Home order to give them 
the special care they need and deserve at this time of the year. I can guarantee, you will not be 
disappointed. Your next winter blues will be driven away by the colourful blooms that they will 
reward you for the care that you provide during the next 28 days! If you do something special 
during the next 28 days with your orchids, take a photo of it and send it to me. I will post it in the 
next edition of Spike. Please make sure that the photos are of high resolution.  

 
Our Program Chair Jean Hollebone has been working hard to bring us the best speakers. Work is 
well underway for lining up speakers for the next season. Watch out for alerts on the upcoming 
speakers and presentations. The Virtual Show Table is gaining popularity with an increasing 
number of you submitting photos of your blooming plants. Thanks to all of you for taking the time 
to submit those amazing photos. Keep them coming. Thanks to all of our judges who spend time 
judging our photos. 

 
Please note that Society elections are around the corner. We are still looking for nominations to fill 
the position of Vice President, and the Membership Chair position is also vacant. Please consider 
volunteering.  
 
Thanks to everyone who continues to contribute to Spike and to all our Board Members for 
keeping the Society running month after month. 

 
See you all on the 18th! 

 

Sabina Gupta (Editor, Spike Newsletter) 


