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SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

Regretfully there will be no Ottawa Orchid Society Show 'Orchidophilia' or  
Meeting this month due to the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 

 
 
Ottawa Orchid Society - Virtual Show 
 
Because we cannot have our Annual Show this year we are holding a 'virtual show' instead, and 
we invite all OOS members to participate. If you have plants that you would have entered in the 
show (either on the OOS exhibit or on your own display) we invite you to take a photo of the 
flower and send it to us, and the plants will be judged by Joyce Medcalf, André Couture, Jean 
Hollebone and Marie-Josée Bergeron. More information on page 4. 
 
May Meeting Cancelled  
Sadly, we have had to cancel our May meeting with Jean Ikeson. Even though many of you were 
happy to attend an online meeting, due to circumstances quite beyond our control, it is not 
possible to bring you her presentation in May as we thought. More information on page 5. 
 

Regrefully all Meetings are cancelled until emergency measures are lifted. 
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month from 

September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m. at the  
Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa 

MEMBERSHIP:  $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors 
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President’s Message  

 
For the first time since we started having a Show we have had to cancel, 
and even though it was for a very good reason it is still upsetting for all 
involved. This year would have been our 39th Annual Show - we have had 
one every year since 1982, and I personally have been involved every 
year since 1993. Instead, we are having a virtual show where we invite 
you to send in photos of your plants to be judged. I hope we get lots of 
entries - any plant you would have entered in the show is eligible so get 
busy with your camera! 
 
Cancelling the Show will have a significant effect on our finances. Not 
only do we lose the expected show profits which we were hoping would 
be about $9,000, but we also lose the costs already incurred such as 
printing posters, bookmarks, etc. which is about $1,000. There may also 

be some costs associated with cancelling the RA contract, although this is not yet clear. The Society 
has enough reserves to continue our meetings for next year, but we may need to tighten our belts a 
bit for a while. Let’s hope we can come back with an even better show in 2021!  
Meanwhile, stay safe, wash your hands and keep your distance! 

 

Vice President’s Message  
 
As I said at the March meeting…what a difference a few days makes - and weeks seem to bring us a 
new world!  For those of you who joined us and practised some social distancing, thank you. We 
hope you are well and enjoying your orchids at home.  
 
Thank you to all those who volunteered at the meeting. Marilyn Light gave us a moving account of 
Jeanette Arthurs' love of orchids and her service to the Ottawa Orchid Society and the Canadian 
Orchid Congress. She will be missed by many in the orchid world. Our speaker regaled us with the 
masses of cypripedium in his garden and gave us some interesting information on the origins of his 
stock and their beauty and diversity. Hopefully some of us will have some of these lovely plants in our 
gardens this spring. 
 
Updating the rest of our year, sadly we must cancel the May meeting, and due to circumstances 
beyond our control, we cannot bring you the online meeting we had planned. Please see the Program 
note later in this issue. We will work on this for possibilities in the future.   
 
Last, but not least, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to Bev Burtnyk for her dedication to 
SPIKE over the last few years. Many of our Members have commented on the wonderful content of 
her publication. This takes lots of work and she has spent many hours per month to make it useful, 
practical and interesting. Thanks Bev, we will miss your wide-ranging input! 
 

 

Jan Johns 
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OOS Show Cancellation 
 
Hi Everyone: 
  
It is so unfortunate that our Show needed to be cancelled due to COVID-19. This is the first time in 
the Society's history we’ve needed to cancel, and I hope the last.  
 
I would like to thank the Show Committee for all the work they did. The preparations started in 
November with a lot of members putting in many hours arranging publicity, inviting Vendors, 
arranging for tables, curtains...and the list goes on. Also, a big thank you to all the members who 
signed up to volunteer. I hope you will do it again next year! 
 
I wish we could have re-scheduled for later this year but the logistics make it impossible. Judges and  
venue availability are just a small part of the problem. But don't worry, next April will come before you 
know it and we will be looking forward to another amazing show. So keep your orchids growing and 
flowering and start planning for 2021! In the meantime keep well. 
 

Janet Johns 

Show Co-Chair 
 

 
Ottawa Orchid Society - Virtual Show 
 
Because we cannot have our Annual Show this year we are holding a 'virtual show' instead, and we 
invite all OOS members to participate. If you have plants that you would have entered in the Show 
(either on the OOS exhibit or on your own display) we invite you to take a photo of the flower and 
send it to us, and the plants will be judged by Joyce Medcalf, André Couture, Jean Hollebone and 
Marie-Josée Bergeron. This will of course not be AOS judging but will be ribbon judging, in a similar 
way to what we normally do for the show table at a meeting. This idea came originally from Marilyn 
Light and it could be a fun diversion in this time of isolation. 
  
If you are interested to participate, please note the following simple rules: 
  
Photos must be taken on Friday April 24th, which would have been the day for Show setup. There 
should be two photos of each plant, one a close-up showing the flower clearly and the other showing 
the whole plant and the flower spike. 
  
Photos can be taken with a cellphone camera or any other type of camera - we are judging the quality 
of the flower, not the photo itself. However, please make sure your photos are clear and sharp.  
Photos should be sent by email to Dave Cooper (orchidae@storm.ca) and must be submitted before 
8 p.m. on Friday April 24th. Please include THE FULL NAME OF THE PLANT. If you do not have the 
name just put NOID.  
 
Judging will be done on Saturday April 25th which would have been the day for judging the Show. 
Judging will be anonymous - Dave will name the photos with a code so the judges do not know who 
submitted the photo until the judging is complete. Winning entries will be announced in SPIKE. 
  
Good luck, and we hope to see lots of entries! 

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
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May Meeting Cancelled 
 
Sadly, we have had to cancel our May meeting with Jean Ikeson. Even though many of you were 
happy to attend an online meeting, due to circumstances quite beyond our control, it is not possible to 
bring you her presentation in May as we thought. However, you still do not need to miss it! The 
American Orchid Society has made all their webinars available to the general public. You do not need 
to be a member to access them. You can hear her talk, The Story of White Cattleyas at 
http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/white-cattleyas.aspx. This is a good 
place to get your 'orchid' fix as we are all home alone. 
 
Here is a little more about Jean Ikeson and her presentation. We hope to have her back next year 
speaking on an alternate topic. 
 
Jean Ikeson is the national training coordinator for the American Orchid Society in the judging 
program where she is responsible for the training and learning program of the hundreds of students in 
the AOS judging program across the United States, Canada, Central America and the Caribbean. As 
prestigious Chair of the Editorial Board of Orchids magazine, Jean is responsible, with her team of 
editors, for the constant stream of interesting articles that appear monthly in the AOS award winning 
magazine ORCHIDS. If anyone knows about orchids and can teach about orchids, it is Jean. From an 
early age she assisted her Mother as she grew beautiful orchids and following suit, grows 200+ in a 
custom-built greenhouse, designed and built by herself, attached to a barn on her rural property near 
Hamilton. Here, she also maintains a beautiful and extensive ornamental garden and a small orchard 
of peaches, apples and cherries. Over her varied career, she has worked as a microbiologist, 
researcher, dairy farmer, computer specialist (where she wrote and authored hundreds of articles for 
a major computer magazine) and operated her own greenhouse construction business. Jean brings a 
practical, no nonsense, experience-based approach to growing orchids. Her knowledge and interest 
in orchids are extensive.  
 
Jean has authored many articles on various aspects of orchids and her presentation will tell the 
intriguing story of the development and survival of the beautiful white cattleya orchids which are the 
exotic flowers that have become the basic florals used in the corsage and bridal industry today. 

 
Program Notes for Autumn 
 

We unfortunately cannot at this moment give you any assurances of what the program will look like in 
the autumn. We have booked Tom Brown Arena through December, but of course, we don't know if it 
will actually be open for our use at that time. Secondly we do not know if the speakers we have 
booked earlier will be able to come as planned. Over the summer we will determine what will happen 
and will let you know towards the end of August. For now please put the regular program dates on 
your calendar - the third Sunday of each month at 1:30 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. for Orchids 101. We will 
let you know as soon as we know. Meanwhile I hope you all have a restful, happy, disease free 
summer, and till we meet again.... hoping we all keep well and stay safe.  
 

Jean Hollebone 
Program Chair  

 
 

http://www.aos.org/all-about-orchids/webinars/member-only/white-cattleyas.aspx
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Guest Speaker - March 
Shawn Hillis, Garden Slippers 

 
 

 
 

Guest speaker Shawn Hillis, Garden Slippers 
 
 
 

 
 

Presentation by Shawn Hillis 
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Remembering Jeanette Arthurs 

1928 - 2020 
 
Jeanette Arthurs loved flowers, especially orchids. She served as a President of both the Ottawa 
Orchid Society and of the Canadian Orchid Congress. Jeanette was active in the development of 
constitutions for both the OOS and the COC. 
 
Jeanette passed away on March 8, 2020. Our condolences are extended to her husband, Bill Arthurs, 
her children, and her extended family. She was a great lady and will be fondly remembered. 
 
In March 1985, the Ottawa Orchid Society (OOS) staged a lovely exhibit at the first AOS judged show 
of Les Orchidophiles de Montréal. (The first AOS judged show of the OOS would follow the next 
year). At the Montréal show, many of our orchids received ribbons and two plants received AOS 
awards, including a striking yellow lady’s slipper (Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens) exhibited 
by Bill Arthurs. This plant had four blooms in perfect condition, the plant was at peak bloom and the 
foliage immaculate. It received an Award of Merit from the American Orchid Society of 80 points and 
also the Henry Teucher Award for the Best Plant in the Show! Bill chose the clonal name 'Jeanette' 
for the awarded lady’s slipper. A fitting tribute to a lovely lady who loved orchids. 
 
Fortunately, we have photos of the exhibit, a closer view of the awarded plant as it was placed in the 
exhibit, and also the award photo located in the AOS award archive. 
 
Vale Jeanette - Farewell 
 

Marilyn Light 
OOS Member 
              

 

 
 

Ottawa Orchid Society exhibit at the March 30,1985  
Show of Les Orchidophiles de Montréal.  

Photo by Marilyn Light 

 



8 

 

 
 

Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens 'Jeanette' AM/AOS in the OOS exhibit. 
Exhibitor:  Bill Arthurs. The red rosette represents the Henry Teucher Award for Best Plant in Show. 

Photo by Marilyn Light. 

 

 
 

AOS Award photograph of Cypripedium parviflorum var. pubescens 'Jeanette' AM/AOS. 
Copyright American Orchid Society. 

 
 

 
Spike Editor needed for 2020-2021 
 
Sadly, Bev will be stepping down as Editor for SPIKE as of this last issue. We are looking for an 
Editor beginning in September. This person would need good English skills, computer skills and have 
their own computer with WORD and/or Publisher available and Dropbox. They should understand file 
management (including picture files) and be able to convert files to PDF. Obviously, an interest in 
orchids is very important - but it is also an opportunity to learn about them. They would be working 
with Joyce Medcalf and Arlene Lang for proof-reading and accuracy of orchid names. Bev is happy to 
share her expertise to get started. This might be a good time to develop a team to work on SPIKE so 
that it is not so overwhelming a task. If you are interested, please contact Dave Cooper by email: 
orchidae@storm.ca or Jan Johns by email:  janet.johns@sympatico.ca. 

 

mailto:orchidae@storm.ca
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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Orchids 101 - March  
 

 
 

Doug Vye's Orchids 101 Workshop on Growing Miniatures in Glass Globes 
 

 

 
 

The terrariums and potting mixture are available for purchase. 
 
 

 
 

Restrepia guttulata blooming in globe terrarium 
The globe is on a table next to a south facing window that has bubble wrap on it as a diffuser. 

It prefers a cool to warm temperature with a fairly large night to day differential. 
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Flowers in Waiting 

Marilyn HS Light © 2020 
 

  Nine months before the next flowering season, Lady's slipper (Cypripedium) perennating, shoot 
buds are already developing, still hidden beneath soil and mulch. If we could see within these buds, 
we would find evidence of the possible outcome the following spring.  
 
  If there are only embryonic vegetative structures (leaves-to-be), the shoot will definitely be 
flowerless, only leafy upon emergence - that is not necessarily a bad thing as the leaves 
photosynthesize, producing reserves for the plant to grow.  
 
  If there is an embryonic flower bud, this guarantees only that there is a potential to develop further 
for blooming next spring. Inadequate moisture/drought at critical times during autumn (root 
development) and early spring (water absorption) can interfere with flower bud 
development/expansion, leading to bloom loss or deformity. Provided that the growing conditions 
improve, and continue to be good, the plant may recover and bloom during the following year or two. 
Any stress at vulnerable times during the bud development can impact the outcome a year or more 
later. Adequate moisture and light are important during the spring and summer months when a plant 
should have healthy foliage, and in late summer/autumn, when the development of new roots is very 
important. For this reason, the recommended time for planting nursery-grown lady’s slipper species 
and hybrids is in autumn when the new roots are beginning to appear. Those new roots are critical to 
water absorption by the plant. Take care when planting and with maintaining regular watering if rain is 
not forthcoming. 
 
  In the Ottawa region, the yellow lady's slipper (C. parviflorum) and the showy lady's slipper (C. 
reginae) bloom in May/June and June/July, respectively. Both species are often found in large 
colonies such as with the showy lady's slippers at the Purdon Conservation Area, Lanark ON. 

 

                                                    
 
Vertical slice through a perennating bud                                 Vertical slice through a bud of C. parviflorum in mid- 
of C. parviflorum in mid September, eight                               September, eight months before the next growing 
months before the next spring growing season.                      season. There is already a small but recognizable flower  
This bud is vegetative, it could only develop to                       bud complete with an ovary and a flower stem. This flower 
a leafy shoot without flowers. Note the smaller                       bud could continue development over winter or arrest 
white bud at the base of this large bud. This bud                    development later if plant resources become limited, 
could develop later next year into another                              especially water. 
perennating bud that could be either vegetative                     Photo taken by Michael MacConaill  
or develop with a flower. 
Photo taken by Michael MacConaill 
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Showy Lady's Slipper in bloom, June 22, 2016.    
Photo - Marilyn Light 

 

 
 
 
Purdon Fen  
 
Don't forget, that despite the COVID-19 virus, our beautiful pink lady slipper orchids will bloom in all 
their glory around the third week of June at Purdon Fen near Lanark. For instructions on how to get 
there and times when the orchids will be in flower, please visit the Mississippi Valley Conservation 
Authority website for more information. If emergency measures and social distancing restrictions 
allow you to go, take bug repellent, camera, and stay on the dry boardwalk. Park in the second lower 
parking lot for best access to the Fen. There are picnic benches at the lower lot entrance if you want 
to bring a lunch. Also please remember that Purdon is several miles from the nearest gas station. We 
have had the odd near crisis in the past, so be warned!! 

 

Jean Hollebone 
Program Chair  
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Orchids in the Southern Caribbean  
 
Recently, on a VENT organized tour aboard the four-masted Sea Cloud, we were able to photograph 
a lovely pink orchid beside a mountain trail in Dominica in the Lesser Antilles Islands in the southern 
Caribbean. After some discussion with Peter Zika, the tour's professional botanist (Research 
Associate at the Burke Museum's University of Washington Herbarium) we identified it as a 
Spathoglottis plicata. Many local people called it David Ground Orchid. The story was that these 
plants suddenly (magically?) appeared after a devastating hurricane called David. Appealing as this 
story is, I doubted it was correct. 
 

 
 

Spathoglottis plicata 
 

Spathoglottis plicata is correctly called the Philippine ground orchid and is native to northern 
Australia, India, Southeastern Asia, and several Pacific Islands. As it is a fast-growing orchid with a 
wide environmental tolerance and pretty flowers it is commonly planted in gardens. The Smithsonian 
records the occurrence of “wild” S. plicata in Dominica from around 1991. This date contradicts the 
local legend as Hurricane David was in August - September 1979. Incidentally David hit Dominica 
hard, killed 56 people, injured 180, dropped 250 mm of rain, eroded the coastline and damaged 
roads. 
 

 
 

Epidendrum difforme 
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The other photograph was taken on St. Lucia. While I saw many orchids festooned on the trees, this 
was the only flower I found. I identified it as one of the Epidendrum difforme complex, most likely 
Epidendrum difforme itself, although it could be Epidendrum boricuarum. Both are endemic and 
known to occur on these islands. Peter also identified Cranichis muscosa, a terrestrial on Dominica.  
There were many other leaf forms buried in the moss, ferns and lianas, but they were usually high in 
the trees, in poor light and without flowers so identification was virtually impossible. 
 
After we parted, we scurried back to Canada, and Peter went to the Everglades. On the trail to 
Hidden Lake, not far from the Anhinga Trail, he photographed another flowering terrestrial orchid in 
partial sunlight and dry ground.  
 

 
 

Eulophia graminea 

 
My immediate reaction was Encyclia tampensis, but I knew this is an epiphyte. Peter eventually 
identified it as a Chinese crown orchid, Eulophia graminea. A University of Florida web site says:  “a 
terrestrial orchid native to Asia that was first discovered in 2007 growing in mulched landscape in 
south Miami”. That relatively recent discovery date would explain its absence in our pre-2007 plant 
guides. 
 

Roy John with Peter Zika 
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR MARCH 
 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO 
# 

Cattleya Alliance 
Judged by Jean Hollebone 

1st Cattleya walkeriana f. coerulea Angèle Biljan 3 

2nd Rhyncattleanthe Ruyu Girl 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Tzeng-Wen Beauty 
x Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Love) 

Monique Savard 4 

2nd Rhyncattleanthe Shinfong Little Sun 
'Youngmin Golden Boy' AM/AOS 
(Cattlianthe Golden Girl x Rhyncattleanthe 
Taida Love Star) 

Angèle Biljan 5 

Cypripedium Alliance 
Paphiopedilum 
Judged by Jean Hollebone 

1st Paphiopedilum Berenice (Paphiopedilum 
lowii x Paphiopedilum philippinense) 

Marie-Josée Bergeron 2 

2nd Paphiopedilum primulinum var. album 
'Gigantic' 

Angèle Biljan 6 

Phragmipedium  
Judged by Jean Hollebone 

1st Phragmipedium Sedenii 'Blush' 
(Phragmipedium longifolium x 
Phragmipedium schlimii) 

Marie-Josée Bergeron 7 

Oncidium Alliance  
Judged by Marie-Josée Bergeron 

1st Tolumnia Jairak Flyer 'Corona' Angèle Biljan 8 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 
Judged by Marie-Josée Bergeron 

1st Phalaenopsis Sogo Vivien 'Golden Leaves' 
(Phalaenopsis Sogo Alice x Phalaenopsis 
Zuma's Pixie) 

Angèle Biljan 9 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Angèle Biljan 10 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Angèle Biljan 11 

Vanda Alliance  
Judged by Marie-Josée Bergeron 

1st Vanda falcata 'Seikai' Serge Croteau 12 

Miniature 
Judged by Marie-Josée Bergeron 

1st Leptotes pohlitinocoi Angèle Biljan 1 

2nd Trichoglottis pusilla Angèle Biljan 13 

3rd Platystele umbellata Angèle Biljan 14 

Miscellaneous 
Judged by Marie-Josée Bergeron 

1st Rhynchostylis gigantea Serge Croteau 15 

Best of Show Table 
Judged by Jean Hollebone and 
Marie-Josée Bergeron 

 Leptotes pohlitinocoi Angèle Biljan 1 

Member's Choice 
Judged by Michael MacConaill  

 Paphiopedilum Berenice 
(Paphiopedilum lowii x Paphiopedilum 
philippinense) 

Marie-Josée Bergeron 2 

 
Member’s Choice:  Three well presented flowers, erect and separated. 
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Best of Show Table 
 

Leptotes pohlitinocoi 
Grown by Angèle Biljan 

Judged by Jean Hollebone and Marie-Josée Bergeron 
Photo taken by Arlene Lang 

 
 

             
                

Member’s Choice 
 

Paphiopedilum Berenice (Paphiopedilum lowii x Paphiopedilum philippinense) 
Grown by Marie-Josée Bergeron 
Judged by Michael MacConaill 

Photo taken by Arlene Lang 
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Photos taken by Arlene Lang 
 

                  #1 
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                  #13 

 

 

                  #14 

 

                   

                  #15 

 

 
    

 
 

  1.  
 

Show Table Judging, Jean Hollebone assisted by Marie-Josée Bergeron  
with Michael MacConaill looking on 

 

 
 

Michael MacConaill making his Member's Choice pick 
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Show Table Judging, Jean Hollebone and Marie-Josée Bergeron announcing Best of Show Table 

 
 
 

 
 

Posted in Facebook by the Jamaica Orchid Society 

 
https://www.facebook.com/Jamaica-Orchid-Society-278166828872696/?__tn__=k*F&tn-str=k*F 

 

 
 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Jamaica-Orchid-Society-278166828872696/?__tn__=k*F&tn-str=k*F
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Maxillaria 
 

Ruiz & Pavón 1794 
 

Pronunciation: 
max-ih-LARE-ee-uh 

 
Tribe: Maxillarieae  
Subtribe: Maxillariinae 

 

 

Maxillaria, epiphytes with a sympodial growth habit, is one of the largest genera of 
New World orchids. The generic name is derived from the Latin maxilla (jawbone) 
since the lip and column resemble the jaws of insects. Botanists seem to agree that 
there are two major groups in the genus based on how the pseudobulbs are 
arranged. One group consists of species with tightly clustered tufts, psedobulbless 
according to some (e.g. M. cucullata).The other group is made up of species with 
longer internodes and rhizomes of varying lengths (e.g. M. tenuifolia). It remains 
to be seen if taxonomists continue to regard both of these groups as pieces of a 
single genus or decide that the genus is a cosmopolitan assemblage and continue 
to create additional segregate genera. Most species of Maxillaria have only one 
leaf but some species have up to four. The inflorescence is one flowered with some 
species producing clusters of inflorescences from the base of each individual 
pseudobulb. Flower size ranges broadly from ½ inch to over 6 inches in diameter. 
Regardless of the size, all flowers of the different species have 3 sepals, similar in 
size, color and triangular shape and two petals, much smaller than the sepals. 
Some maxillarias are fragrant, such as the popular M. tenuifolia, commonly known 
as the coconut orchid because of its coconut-like fragrance.  
 

Many of the species once considered belonging to Maxillaria have been removed 
to allied genera such as Lycaste, Xylobium, Ornithidium, Camaridium and 
Pseudomaxillaria. Maxillaria is a genus found mostly in specialty collections 
although M. tenuifolia is more widespread and often found even in beginners’ 
collections because of its beautiful fragrance and ease of growth. 

Number of species: 
It is highly probable that Maxillaria contains more than one genus. As a result, 
some authors recognize up to 700 or more species while others recognize far 

fewer. (8/2007) 
 

Distribution: 
From Florida through the West Indies and Central America to southern Brazil and 

northern Argentina 
 

  

http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Other/maxillaria.wav
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Maxillaria tenuifolia - ©2008 Greg Allikas 
 

 

 
 

Max. densa - ©2008 Greg Allikas 
 
 

 
 

Max. pseudoreichenheimiana - ©2008 Greg Allikas 
 

 

 
 

Max. ringens - ©2008 Greg Allikas  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Orchids/Max_tenuifolia-vert.jpg
http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Orchids/Max-_densa2.jpg
http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Orchids/Max_pseudoreichenheimiana.jpg
http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Orchids/Max_ringens-fls.jpg
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Max. ringens - ©2008 Greg Allikas 
 
 

 
 

Max. procurrens - ©2008 Greg Allikas 
 

--- C U L T U R E --- 

Temperature: 

The bulk of the species do very well under intermediate 
temperatures (55F nights/85F days). Those species from high 
elevations will require cooler temperatures while those from hot 
lowlands will require warmer conditions. 

Light: 
Most species respond well under bright light but no direct sun. 
Conditions similar to those for cattleyas. 

Water-
Humidity: 

Most species should be watered year round. They should be 
watered thoroughly and then allowed to nearly dry before watering 
again. Since the majority of species come from humid or cloud 
forests, humidity should be maintained at 40-70% year round. 

Fertilizer: 
Use a dilute, one-quarter to one-half strength orchid fertilizer about 
twice monthly during the growing season. 

Potting: 
Many species are intolerant of being disturbed so a well-drained 
epiphyte potting medium should be chosen. Repotting should take 
place only when new growth AND new roots are visible. 

References: 

• Sheehan, Tom and Marion, An Illustrated Survey of Orchid 
Genera, Timber Press, 1994. 
• Pridgeon, Alec, The Illustrated Encyclopedia of Orchids, Timber 
Press, 1992. 
• Bechtel, Cribb, Launert, The Manual of Cultivated Orchid 
Species, 3rd edition, MIT Press, 1992. 
• Hawkes, Alex, Encyclopaedia of Cultivated Orchids, Faber & 
Faber, London and Boston, 1965. 

Author: Ron McHatton, AOS Director of Education 

E-mail: rmchatton@aos.org 

mailto:rmchatton@aos.org
http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Orchids/Max_ringens-pl.jpg
http://www.aos.org/AOS/media/Content-Images/Orchids/Maxillaria-procurrens-AOS2.jpg
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AOS 2020 Spring Members Meeting Postponement 
 
The American Orchid Society 2020 Spring Members Meeting and 20/20 Vision of 
Orchids Show and Sale has been postponed following guidelines set forth by the 
CDC, the California Department of Public Health, and for the health and welfare 
of our attendees in view of the current COVID-19 pandemic outbreak. 
 
New dates for the Members Meeting are currently being explored and will be 
announced shortly. The location will remain the same. Those of you who have 
already registered for the meeting, the registration will be fully applied to the new 
event. 
 
If you have made hotel reservations at the host hotel, Embassy Suites 
Sacramento Riverfront Promenade will cancel all existing reservations after 
March 17, 2020. A new block of guest rooms will be secured once the updated 
dates of the meeting are confirmed. If you would like to cancel the reservation 
yourself, you can do so by calling the hotel at (916) 326-5000 or going to the AOS 
room block link and clicking on "My Reservations". 
 
We will provide notifications as new information becomes available. In the 
meantime, we hope that all of you stay healthy and safe. 
 
AOS Headquarters Staff 
 
 

For more information, please check out their website: 
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/members-meetings.aspx 
 
 

Montréal Judging Centre 
 
The Montréal Judging Centre has not met since February due to the COVID-19 pandemic and is 
unlikely to meet until June. Members will be informed when it resumes its operations. 

 

 

Judging Centers  

April 25:  Montréal Additional Judging Center 
Closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
They usually meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue 
Sherbrooke E, Montréal, QC H1X 2B2  

 

May 2:  Toronto Judging Center 
Closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
They usually meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence 
Avenue, Toronto, ON, M3C 1P2 

 

https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/yI1j/s/9a/Dtg/6iWXu6/6z1Y9nOO0K/P/P/jD
https://aos.ontraport.com/c/s/jzk/yI1j/s/9a/Dtg/6iWXu6/6z1Y9nOO0K/P/P/jD
http://www.aos.org/news-and-events/members-meetings.aspx
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Upcoming AOS Webinars  

Note:  All American Orchid Society Webinars are available free to the Public. 
Their website link is:  http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx 
 
 
April 23, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton  
                                                       Open to all. 
 
May 12, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.        Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton  
                                                       Open to all. 
 
May 21, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.        Australian Dendrobiums with Fred Clarke  
                                                       Open to all. 
 

Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows 
 
 

 
 
 

Cancelled 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
March 20 - 22:   Vancouver Orchid Society Show & Sale 
                          VanDusen Botanical Garden 
                          Floral Hall, 5251 Oak Street 
                          Vancouver, British Columbia 

 
                   http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/?page_id=530 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Cancelled 
 

April 18 - 19:  Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Orchid Show 
                       Centre for Immigrant and Community Services 
                       2330 Midland Avenue 
                       Toronto, Ontario 
 
                       http://www.taoa.info/ 
 

http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx
http://www.vancouverorchidsociety.ca/?page_id=530
http://www.taoa.info/


24 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Cancelled 
 
March 21 - 22:  London Orchid Society 
                          41st Annual Orchid Show And Sale 
                          Mother Teresa Catholic Secondary School 
                          1065 Sunningdale Road East 
                          London, Ontario  
 
                           http://londonorchidsociety.com/shows.asp 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

                        Cancelled 
 

March 28 - 29:  Les Orchidophiles de Montréal 
                         Orchidexpo 2020 
                        Collège Maisonneuve 
                         2700 Bourbonnière 
                         Montréal, Québec 
 
http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/English-version.php 
http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/index.php 
 

 
 

 

 

                            Cancelled 
 

March 27 - 29:  Orchid Society of Alberta 
                         Orchid Fair Annual Show & Sale 
                         Enjoy Centre 
                         101 Riel Drive 
                         St. Albert, Alberta 
  
       https://orchidsalberta.wildapricot.org/page-18132 
 

http://londonorchidsociety.com/shows.asp
http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/English-version.php
http://orchidophilesmontreal.ca/index.php
https://orchidsalberta.wildapricot.org/page-18132
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Upcoming International Orchid Shows  
 
 

 
 

 

Cancelled 
 
      March 28 - 29:  Jamaica Orchid Society presents An Orchid  
                               Carnival, 2020 Spring Show and Sale 
                               Jamaica Horticultural Society Showgrounds 
                                  Gibson Drive, Hope Pastures 
                               Kingston, Jamaica 
 
https://www.facebook.com/Jamaica-Orchid-Society-
278166828872696/ 
 
 
 

 

Activities Around Ottawa 

Due to the COVID-19 Virus, this event is postponed until further notice. 

 
 

fletcher@ofnc.ca. https://ofnc.ca/programs/fletcher-wildlife-garden 
 

https://www.facebook.com/Jamaica-Orchid-Society-278166828872696/
https://www.facebook.com/Jamaica-Orchid-Society-278166828872696/
mailto:fletcher@ofnc.ca
https://ofnc.ca/programs/fletcher-wildlife-garden
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Editor’s Wrap 

Thanks to Marilyn Light for her two excellent articles:   
Remembering Jeanette Arthurs, 1928 - 2020. A beautiful tribute to the late Jeanette Arthurs; and 
Flowers in Waiting about perennating buds from Lady's Slippers (Cypripediums). 
 

It is disappointing that our Annual Orchid Show had been cancelled this year. So much preparation 
had already been done for this Show. Now due to the COVID-19 pandemic, most Orchid Shows have 
been cancelled. I hope that you all stay safe at this extreme time that we are living in. You can still 
order orchids online and have them delivered to your home. There are many Canadian Orchid 
Vendors in Canada. Here is a link to the Orchid Vendors List from the Canadian Orchid Congress: 
https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/vendors/. 
 
Thanks to Roy John with Peter Zita for their article on Orchids in the Southern Caribbean, which was 
very informative and interesting. Thanks to the American Orchid Society for permission to use their 
article on Maxillaria with great photos from Greg Allikas. Now maybe we can get these Maxillarias 
to bloom!! 
 
It has been a pleasure being Editor of SPIKE since 2018, but the time has come to say goodbye 
as I resign from this position. I would like to thank the OOS Board Members for their input every 
month and to everyone who contributed to make this OOS Newsletter informative. Many thanks go 
out to Joyce Medcalf for doing the nomenclature for the orchid names for the Show Table each month 
and for the various orchids that we sent to the out of town Orchid Shows each year. A special thanks 
to Arlene Lang for countless hours of proof reading to make sure that SPIKE was the best we could 
deliver. You have been great to work with and I really appreciate your dedication and help!   
 
Please contact Jan Johns or Dave Cooper if you are interested in being Editor of SPIKE, their  
information is on page 2 of this Newsletter. You need to know WORD and/or Publisher, and Dropbox. 
You will also need some extra time each month to prepare it. 
 
The OOS Facebook now has 2430 likes and 2519 Followers. I will be stepping down from the OOS 
Facebook which I have been posting on since 2017 for the OOS. Marie-Josée Bergeron will take it 
over in September. She will also continue to do the OOS Instagram, where she has been doing a 
great job! Thank you Marie-Josée!! This will be in an acting position until voted on by the Membership 
in September. 
 
Happy Orchid Growing!! 
Regards, 
 

Bev Burtnyk,  
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter  
 
 

 

https://canadianorchidcongress.ca/vendors/

