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SPIKE
Newsletter of the Ottawa Orchid Society

ORCHIDOPHILIA 2019 - SHOW TIME 
 

No meeting this month. Instead, come to 'Orchidophilia' - Ottawa Orchid Society's 38th Annual Orchid Show  

on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. -  5:00 p.m. at the  
RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa, Ontario.   
 
Admission is free for Volunteers. This year’s Show still needs Volunteers. OOS Members, their family and friends are 
eligible to volunteer. Please contact Michael Barker by email at m_barker@sympatico.ca if you are interested in 
being a Volunteer. 
 
Regular admission is $12.00; $10 for Seniors (60 or over) and Youth 12-18; Children under 12 are free. 
Photographers, please note that the only time tripods may be used is from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Sunday. 
For more information, please see the website:   www.ottawaorchidsociety.com  
 

                           
The Ottawa Orchid Society’s poster for 'Orchidophilia' 2019 

Poster photo taken by Michael MacConaill 
 
Orchids 101 - The Orchid Doctor  
May 19, 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m. 
Margaret Haydon and other Society Experts will identify orchid pests and how to control them. 
Bring in your pests or pieces of plants in sealed plastic bags or a photograph of your plant or the problem. Our Orchid 
doctors will identify the problems and tell you how to treat them. 
 

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month 
From September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m. 

at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa 
MEMBERSHIP:  $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors 

Don’t forget to bring your blooming Orchids for the Show Table. 

 

mailto:m_barker@sympatico.ca
mailto:m_barker@sympatico.ca
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
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Board of Directors 
 
President.Webmaster/Show Chair  
David Cooper          613-256-2853 
Orchidae@storm.ca 
 
Vice President 
Jan Johns                613-253-1996 
janet.johns@sympatico.ca 
 
Past President/show Co-Chair 
JanetJohns              613-749-0614 
johnjns@sympatico.ca 
 
Secretary 
Henriette Watkins    613-235-4570 
watkinskc@sympatico.ca 
 
Treasurer 
Doug Vye              613-722-6738 
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca 
 
Membership 
Helen Nitschkie     613-233-7335 
h.nitschkie@gmail.com 
 
Program Coordinator 
André Couture        613-233-7335 
andrec.couture@sympatico.ca 
 
AOS Representative 
Margaret Haydon    613-825-0827 
haydonm@rogers.com 
 
COC Representative 
Joyce Medcalf         613-659-2760 
jmedcalf@1000island.net 
 
Conservation Representative 
Pam McLennan       613-710-8336 
mclennan48@gmail.com 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Bev Burtnyk            613-739-1941 
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca 

 
Mailing Address 
Ottawa Orchid Society 
221 Glebe Avenue 
Ottawa, Ontario 
K1S 2C8 
Canada 

 
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com  
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President’s Message  
 
Hi Everyone, 
 
The March meeting was excellent with a very interesting talk from Peter Lin 
of Big Leaf Orchids in Texas. Peter spoke on the various aspects of 
hybridizing phalaenopsis to optimise different characteristics (colour, shape, 
size, etc.) and showed us how he has been able to achieve some 
impressive results. Even though his flight was delayed it was well worth the 
wait, and we thank him very much for coming!  
 
We also thank Jean Hollebone for the short talk about her recent visit to the 
Puerto Vallarta Botanical Garden in Mexico. It was good to see how they 

have incorporated our logo into one of their floor tiles as a thank you for the contribution we made a 
while ago. 
 
We will not have a regular meeting in April because it is so close to the date of the Show. If you have 
any plants that you would have brought to our Show Table, please enter them in the OOS Display or 
the Fragrance Display at our Show. The names of the plants can be pre-registered with Bev Burtnyk 
by email at blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca by Wednesday April 24th.  You need to tell her if you want 
them in the fragrance classification also. Then, all you need to do is bring your plants to the RA 
Centre on Friday April 26th between 2:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. and Bev’s team will take care of the rest. 
More details are on page 5 in this newsletter. 
 
As I mentioned last month we have a new page in the website called Show Features, at 
https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_features.html. This page has information about all the 
show vendors and a layout map showing where each one will be, as well as details on the other 
features of the Show including our Beginners’ Workshops. 
  
Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to help out at the Show. We appreciate your commitment 
and we couldn’t do it without you! There are still some areas where we need more help and you will 
find details on page 4 in this newsletter. 
See you at the Show! 
 

Dave Cooper 

 

Dinner at the RA Fieldhouse – Saturday April 27th 
 
All volunteers at the Show (and their partners) are invited to join Vendors and Members from other 
Societies at the RA Fieldhouse for dinner after the show closes on Saturday, April 27. Lots of stories, 
lots of laughter, lots of fun... 
 
Please email Janet Johns at johnjns@sympatico.ca  or Marcel Carrière at 
chipwendover@videotron.ca before Saturday afternoon if you plan to attend. 
 

Janet Johns, Show Co-Chair 

 

mailto:blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca
mailto:blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca
https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_features.html
https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_features.html
mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:chipwendover@videotron.ca
mailto:chipwendover@videotron.ca
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Board of Directors Election 

At the May meeting we will be electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. These 
are two year terms and open to any member in good standing. Please look on our web site for job 
descriptions for each position. Any member interested in running for one of these positions needs to 
submit their application in writing, naming the position. Your nomination must be endorsed in writing 
by 3 OOS members in good standing. Please contact Janet Johns, on or before the May meeting. We 
are looking, in particular, for a Secretary. This is a nice way to become involved in the Society and 
doesn't require a lot of time. We meet several times a year before our monthly meetings and in 
August at a Board member's home for our annual budget meeting. If you have any questions please 
don't hesitate to call her at 613-749-0614 or by email at johnjns@sympatico.ca. 
 

Janet Johns  
Past President 
 

Blooming Orchids needed for the OOS Display 
 
If you have blooming orchids that you would like in the OOS Display, please send me an email at 
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca no later than Wednesday April 24th. If you want them in the Fragrance 
Classification, you need to note that in the email. Ann Smutylo will be in charge of the Fragrance 
Display. We hope to pre-register as many as possible.  
 
The plants need to be bug free, clean, well staked and labeled with your name and phone number. 
You can use masking tape for the plant pot and other accessories that you might have. Also, please 
have a list ready of your plants if you have more than one. This will be appreciated by the volunteers.  
Anyone is welcome to help with the OOS Display. If you haven’t signed the Volunteer Sheet, then just 
send me an email that you are interested in helping. 
 
The OOS Display is right inside the entrance to the Curling Rink on the floor. This year it will be 3 
round tables and one oval table. Plants need to be dropped off at the RA Curling Rink, beginning at 
2:30 p.m. and no later than 6:30 p.m. on Friday April 26th. Pick up is promptly at 5:00 p.m. Sunday 
April 28th, once the Show ends.  
 
If your plants were in the Fragrance Classification, then they will be located on the Fragrance Display 
for pick up. Looking forward to seeing you Friday with your orchids. 
 

Bev Burtnyk 
Show Committee, OOS Display 
 

Volunteers Needed for OOS Show 
 
Volunteers are still needed for our Show. OOS Members, their family and friends are eligible to be 
Volunteers. They are needed in Visitor Services, the Draw/Raffle, and other areas including  
Members' Sale Table and Membership. If you are interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact 
Michael Barker by email at m_barker@sympatico.ca. 
 

Michael Barker 
Show Committee, Volunteer Co-ordinator 

mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:johnjns@sympatico.ca
mailto:blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca
mailto:blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca
mailto:m_barker@sympatico.ca
mailto:m_barker@sympatico.ca
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OOS Members' Sales Table 
 
If you have plants for sale at the Members' Sales Table at our 2019 Show, please read the Guidelines 
for registration and fill out the Plant List Form before you bring your plants to the RA Centre. The 
Guidelines and Form are in the same file, which may be accessed from the OOS website:  
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com. Click Annual Orchid Show, then Show information and select the 
Members Sales Form in the right hand box. 
 
Each plant must be well-rooted, healthy and must have two (2) plastic tags:  one tag with the plant's 
full name, and a second tag with your name, the corresponding number from your plant list, and the 
sale price. Because the first question a buyer asks is, “What does it look like?” a small photo of the 
flower attached to the pot or to a tag in the pot will help sell your plants. You can try Google for 
images and print a small picture. The plants or other items for sale must be delivered with the plant 
list and tags to the sales table between 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Friday, April 26, 2019.  
 
If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Roy John in advance of the 
show at roy.d.john@outlook.com or at 613-748-9963. 
 

Roy John 
Show Committee 
Members’ Sales Table 

 
Phalaenopsis Needed for Repotting Demonstration for the OOS Orchid Show 

 
Sad phals (only sad…not deceased or diseased please), required for a repotting demonstration at 
Orchidophilia. Please note that not all phals will be repotted, depending on the number we receive. If 
you want the pots and/or plants returned, please indicate that and label the pot. Otherwise they will 
end up on the raffle table when they are happy again. Leave them at the COC Workshop space at the 
show on Friday or Saturday morning. 
 
Thank you. 
 

Jan Johns 
Show Committee 

 

  
Continuing Program for 2018-2019     
                       

April 'Orchidophilia' - Ottawa Orchid Society's 38th Annual Orchid Show 

May Calvin Wong – Tropical Orchid Gardens 

 
Regrettably, George Hatfield will not be able to attend as Guest Speaker in May.  
In his place the OOS will host Calvin Wong, founder of Tropical Garden Orchids. 
Hopefully, the weather will be better this time around!! 
 

André Couture 
Program Co-ordinator 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
mailto:roy.d.john@outlook.com
mailto:roy.d.john@outlook.com
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Pre-Orders from OOS Show Vendors 

If the links don't work for you, please check the OOS Website under Vendors. 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor_links.html 
The website will be updated as information comes in. 
 
Cut off date for Ecuador is April 10. 
Cut off date for Taiwan is April 10.  
Cut off date for USA is April 19, funds are in US Dollars. 
Cut off date for Canada would be April 19, should be confirmed with Vendor. 
 
For Vendors not listed here, please check their company websites for product information. These can 
be accessed through the OOS website link noted at the top of this page. 
More information can be found on Ottawa Orchid Society Facebook page. 
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaOrchidSociety/notifications/ 
 
Updated Vendors list was previously published in March SPIKE. 

 

Vendors 

Orchids in Our Tropics  
Contact:  Terry and Doug Kennedy 
 
Pre-order list link: 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%20Orchids%20in%20%20Our%20Tropics%20%20SPRING%20%

20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31va1bdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ9O42oeSnwkzvqmwZQFbXg0a28bw6

E 

 
Please send your pre-order directly to Orchids in Our Tropics by email. 
Contact email address is:  www.ourtropics@sympatico.ca 
 
 

The orchidPhile  
Contact:  Carri Raven- Reitmann 
Payment is in US Funds. 
Pre-order list link: 
 
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-
%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4n
WkSIQyfU 
 

Please send your pre-order directly to The OrchidPhile by email. 
Contact email address is:  www.orchidphile@optimum.net    
 

 

 

 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor_links.html
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor_links.html
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaOrchidSociety/notifications/
https://www.facebook.com/OttawaOrchidSociety/notifications/
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http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%20Orchids%20in%20%20Our%20Tropics%20%20SPRING%20%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31va1bdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ9O42oeSnwkzvqmwZQFbXg0a28bw6E
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%20Orchids%20in%20%20Our%20Tropics%20%20SPRING%20%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31va1bdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ9O42oeSnwkzvqmwZQFbXg0a28bw6E
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%20Orchids%20in%20%20Our%20Tropics%20%20SPRING%20%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31va1bdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ9O42oeSnwkzvqmwZQFbXg0a28bw6E
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%20Orchids%20in%20%20Our%20Tropics%20%20SPRING%20%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31va1bdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ9O42oeSnwkzvqmwZQFbXg0a28bw6E
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%20Orchids%20in%20%20Our%20Tropics%20%20SPRING%20%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR31va1bdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ9O42oeSnwkzvqmwZQFbXg0a28bw6E
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4nWkSIQyfU
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4nWkSIQyfU
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4nWkSIQyfU
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4nWkSIQyfU
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4nWkSIQyfU
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4nWkSIQyfU
http://www.orchidphile@optimum.net
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Ten Shin Gardens  
Contact:  Matt Wei-Yi Chen 
Deadline to order is April 10 
Pre-order list link : 
 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor_links.html 
 
Please send your pre-order directly to Ten Shin Gardens  by email. 
Contact email address is:  info@tenshinorchids.com 
 

Garden Slippers 
Contact: Shawn Hillis 
 
Orders from the catalogue on their website: 
http://www.gardenslippers.com/Garden_Slippers_Catalogue.pdf 
 
Please send your order directly to Shawn Hillis by email. 
Contact email is:  info@gardenslippers.com 
 

Equaflor-A 
Contact:  Kyle Lycuk 
Deadline to order is APRIL10 
 
Please send your order directly to Equaflor-A. You can send them a message through Facebook or 
by email at glbculture@gmail.com . Payment can be made through PayPal to 
berthamerino370@gmail.com 
 
This is their product list link below including prices in US funds. There is a shipping and handling cost 
of $2.00 US per plant. This should be verified with Equaflor-A when placing your order. 
 
https://cdn.fbsbx.com/v/t59.2708-
21/53312718_2031258017180437_1930209765120540672_n.xlsx/PRICE-LIST-EQUAFLOR-A-
2019.xlsx?_nc_cat=109&_nc_ht=cdn.fbsbx.com&oh=850f40f15d2e1badb72cb73a4a95d8a4&oe=5C
A7B1FA&dl=1&fbclid=IwAR0iHs6uAGR1nWyCvU3-
LijE9Hm0OX7_3nbSHM9D0W1_lC2EyCjutNJXZNY 
 
 

Ching Hua Orchids - Taiwan 
Contact: Roy Lee  
 
Ching Hua Orchid’s catalogue is on-line at their website 
http://www.chinghuaorchids.com.tw/exec/download.php?lg=E 
 
They are also on facebook.  https://www.facebook.com/groups/703199239773811/ 
 
Prices must be obtained directly from the Vendor through their website or by email at 
chordchid@ms15.hinet.net  
 
 

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor_links.html
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor_links.html
mailto:info@tenshinorchids.com
mailto:info@tenshinorchids.com
http://www.gardenslippers.com/Garden_Slippers_Catalogue.pdf
http://www.gardenslippers.com/Garden_Slippers_Catalogue.pdf
mailto:info@gardenslippers.com
mailto:info@gardenslippers.com
mailto:glbculture@gmail.com
mailto:glbculture@gmail.com
mailto:berthamerino370@gmail.com
mailto:berthamerino370@gmail.com
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https://cdn.fbsbx.com/v/t59.2708-21/53312718_2031258017180437_1930209765120540672_n.xlsx/PRICE-LIST-EQUAFLOR-A-2019.xlsx?_nc_cat=109&_nc_ht=cdn.fbsbx.com&oh=850f40f15d2e1badb72cb73a4a95d8a4&oe=5CA7B1FA&dl=1&fbclid=IwAR0iHs6uAGR1nWyCvU3-LijE9Hm0OX7_3nbSHM9D0W1_lC2EyCjutNJXZNY
https://cdn.fbsbx.com/v/t59.2708-21/53312718_2031258017180437_1930209765120540672_n.xlsx/PRICE-LIST-EQUAFLOR-A-2019.xlsx?_nc_cat=109&_nc_ht=cdn.fbsbx.com&oh=850f40f15d2e1badb72cb73a4a95d8a4&oe=5CA7B1FA&dl=1&fbclid=IwAR0iHs6uAGR1nWyCvU3-LijE9Hm0OX7_3nbSHM9D0W1_lC2EyCjutNJXZNY
http://www.chinghuaorchids.com.tw/exec/download.php?lg=E
http://www.chinghuaorchids.com.tw/exec/download.php?lg=E
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703199239773811/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/703199239773811/
mailto:chordchid@ms15.hinet.net
mailto:chordchid@ms15.hinet.net
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Peter Lin - Novelty Phalaenopsis, Big Leaf Orchids 
 

         
 

             Peter Lin, founder of Big Leaf Orchids 
              Photo taken by Arlene Lang                     

 
Our Guest Speaker in March was Peter Lin, founder of Big Leaf Orchids, Texas, U.S.A. Peter has 
been growing and hybridizing Big Leaf, Novelty Phalaenopsis Orchids. He looks for brilliant colours, 
exotic patterns and fragrance which attracts pollinators. These are not standard Phalaenopsis 
orchids. Thy have lots of texture, a waxy look to the flowers and a smaller less predominant lip. The 
plant can flower in 2 months and blooms from spring to winter. Don’t cut back the spike unless the 
plant is suffering. For breeding purposes, Peter chooses plants with different genetic backgrounds. 
Phalaenopsis Species can flower 3 times a year. 
 
Phalaenopsis bellina blooms from July to September and produces more flowers year after year.  
It is a sequential bloomer. June is the peak season for this Big Leaf Phalaenopsis Gigabell is another 
Big Leaf Phalaenopsis that within 3 to 4 years will produce 20-30 flowers. Dragon Tree Eagle with 2 
flowers earned 80 points for its colour. Phylo ‘Sunkist’ is a large lip, novelty Phalaenopsis that takes  
2 - 4 years from seed to bloom, with an additional 1 - 2 years in a flask. 

 

                        
 
       Phalaenopsis Gigabell                                    Phalaenopsis Pylo’s Dragon 
Photo taken by Big Leaf Orchids                            Photo taken by Big Leaf Orchids 

 
To deflask you need humidity at 100%, with as little water as possible. Remove lid, don’t use any 
bacteria or fungicide. Once out of flask, you need a low light area, shaded with 70 – 90% humidity. 
The plant needs healthy roots not wet, so pot with Styrofoam at the bottom. Use Orchiata but don’t 
over pot your Big Leaf Phalaenopsis as they like to be root bound. Mist new plants, don’t water them 
until they start to grow. Reduce water in winter time, only misting top of potting medium. Try to keep 
roots warm. 
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Peter Lin presenting his talk on Novelty Orchids to the OOS Members 
Photo taken by Arlene Lang 

 
 

 
 

Q & A with Peter Lin and André Couture after Peter's presentation to the Members 

Photos taken by Arlene Lang 

 
 
 
 
Peer-to-Peer Lending Library 
 
If you are a member in good standing and you want to look at the books available for you to borrow, 
please send me an email at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. I will send you either an Excel searchable file, 
or a pdf file for you to browse. 
Thanks, 
 

Jan Johns 

mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
mailto:janet.johns@sympatico.ca
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Orchids 101 - March  
 
Thanks to Robert St-Jean for his informative and interesting workshop on Cypripediums!   
He presented each Member with the following information: 
 
Location 
 
Morning sun is best such as that of an eastern exposure and it is best to avoid direct sun at mid-day.  
A dappled shade location is also appropriate. It is a good idea to mulch the roots to help keep them 
from becoming desiccated using grass clippings or a low growing shallow rooted ground cover plant. 
Plants require some moisture at all times but should not remain waterlogged. They can be watered 
with rainwater or city water, however, rainwater is more appropriate. They cannot out-compete with 
vigorously growing trees and plants so it is best to place them where these roots will not out compete 
the Cypripediums. 
 
Growing Medium 
 
Prepare in your garden bed a hole about 45 - 60 cms deep and at least 60 cm wide to fill with an 
appropriate growing medium. They need a well aerated and crumbly soil structure with medium 
moisture, that is not overly wet and not overly dry. Cypripediums do much better when grown in an 
inorganic medium that will not break down over time. Peat based mediums will break down over time 
and the roots can rot after a number of years. There are numerous mixes you can put together. Here 
is one example:  mix 2 parts forest soil, 2 parts leaf mould or acidic soil, 2 parts Turface, 1 part sharp 
sand or crushed clay pebbles, or chicken grit. It is also a good idea to add a tiny bit of horticultural 
lime to the mix. This mixture can be amended slightly in case some ingredients are not available. 
 
Planting 
 
Usually plants are obtained bare-rooted and planted in Spring or early Fall. Plants should be placed in 
their growing medium with roots extended roughly parallel to the soil surface and only 2 - 4 cms deep. 
 
Care of Plants 
 
Cypripediums are shallow growing plants. It is very important to prevent young plants from drying out. 
As plants mature they become a bit more tolerant but you should still ensure they are watered often 
during droughts. Mulching in the fall with shredded leaves is beneficial and these are removed in 
early Spring. It is recommended that the plants be fertilized once a year in the Spring, with a time 
released fertilizer such as Osmocote, that not only contains N-P-K, but also other trace elements 
including magnesium.  Apply at about 1 teaspoon per plant. This rate is about one quart of normal 
concentration. It should be applied when the buds are starting to show or just prior to this. The 
amount of fertilizer is adjusted as plants grow bigger. 
 
Predators 
 
Slugs can be a problem and slug bait can be used. Squirrels can also be an issue so it is 
recommended to dig in around and over the planting bed with some chicken wire. 
 

Robert St-Jean 
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Orchids 101 - April 

There will be no Orchids 101 this month due to the OOS Orchid Show. 
 
 

Orchids 101 - May 
 
Orchid Doctor Special 
 
Now you have enjoyed your new orchids from the Show for a while, you may have come across some 
not-so-welcome guests that came with your purchase. Hopefully you have kept them quarantined 
away from your collection. It is recommended to quarantine for at least 6 weeks. What to do now? 
Bring your pictures or your plants IN SEALED PLASTIC BAGS - zip lock bags are the best - for 
identification from our Orchid Doctor, Margaret Haydon and friends. Browse a compilation of the 
latest information on Pests and Diseases and how to control them. 
 

Jan Johns 
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Jean Hollebone's Presentation on the Vallarta Botanical Gardens 
 

                                         
 
Photo taken by Jean Hollebone.                             Jean speaking about The Vallarta Botanical Gardens  

                                                       to the OOS Members. Photo taken by Arlene Lang 

 
Thanks to Jean Hollebone for her interesting presentation and pictures of The Vallarta Botanical 
Gardens in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. This 65 acre Botanical Garden features the tropical flowers and 
plants of Mexico including native orchids and a commercial vanilla garden. A few years ago JT 
Hartung of the Garden made a presentation to the OOS about the Garden and as a result, the OOS 
made a donation for use in Conservation activities. As thanks the Garden placed a ceramic tile of the 
OOS Logo that was made in our honour for our contribution. Almost like owning a piece of the 
gardens!  
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                        OOS Logo on a tile                           The OOS tile position on the floor. 
 

Orchid conservation and propagation is a focus of the Garden's mission. These can be found on trees 
throughout the grounds and in the Conservatory. Other notable collections include bromeliads, 
agaves, cactus and wild palms. 
 
The Vallarta Botanical Gardens were selected in 2013 as one of the “Top 10 North American 
Gardens Worth Traveling For” by the North American Garden Tourism Conference's International 
Tourism Award Jury (a program managed by the Canadian Garden Council). 
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Home Fertilizers and Tonics 

 
So you have a small orchid collection and you want to try something a little bit more organic to fertilize 
or pick up your orchids? Well here are a few home fertilizers and tonics: 
 
1. Coffee 
Take the remainder or make a pot of coffee with real ground coffee beans. To this add 4 times the                                
quantity in the pot to cold water. Add 1 teaspoon of Apple Cider Vinegar. Allow to sit a while then 
water your orchids. This can be used once a month as a tonic or pick me up. 
 

2. Egg Shells 
Take 12 egg shells and grind them up finely. Put them in1 litre of water, bring to boil. Then soak them 
overnight. Strain off liquid and water the orchids once a month. This adds Calcium, Potassium and 
Protein. 
 
3. Cow’s Milk 
Take 1 part cow’s milk to 4 parts of water. Water orchids. Use a fortnight/month. 
 
4. Tea bags 
Sprinkle contents on top of pot once a month. 
 
5. Molasses 
Use 1 teaspoon of Molasses to 1 litre of water and water once a month. 
 
6. Epsom Salts 
Take 1 teaspoon of Epsom Salts, dissolve in 2 litres of water. Use once a month. 
 
7. Potatoes or Rice Water 
After cooking either potatoes or rice drain into a container. Refrigerate. When you are ready to use it 
allow it to come to room temperature before pouring it into the orchid pots. Use once a month, rice 
water contains Vitamin B. Potato water contains Calcium and Potassium. 
 
8. Coconut water 
Use as a supplement for your orchids. Mix 50 ml coconut water (not canned Coconut milk) in 1 litre of 
water and use once a fortnight. You can water it in or use as a spray. It contains Potassium, Sugars, 
Proteins, Sodium, Calcium, Magnesium, Iron, Copper, Sulphur and Phosphorus. It also contains 
Oxins, Cytokinins and other elements. 

 
9. Lemon Juice 
Use 5 ml lemon juice to 5 litres of water as a foliar feed. If using as a pour on this will reduce alkalinity 
only for a few hours and will not change the pH of the mix. The addition of lemon juice is an energy 
and carbon source for your orchids. Helps produce stronger root systems. Use once a month. 
 
These are just a few of the more common ingredients that can be used. There are quite a few more. 
Whilst I have not used some of these, I have used Epsom Salts, Molasses and Coffee, Milk and 
Lemon Juice. Milk can be also used as a fungicide spray. As with anything new, you might like to trial 
some of these on just a few plants. 
 
Barbara Haywood - Orchid Culture and Advise Australia 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517675161643713/?fref=nf   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/517675161643713/?fref=nf
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517675161643713/?fref=nf
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Neofinetia falcata Culture 
 

              
 

                  Neofinetia falcata                                                 Neofinetia falcata shutennou 
 
Light:  Neofinetia falcata requires bright light. For best success, the plants can be grown on a shaded 
south or on a west windowsill to bloom. Plants may be grown on an east windowsill with some 
morning sun. To grow under lights, place the top of the plants 4 to 6 inches from the fluorescent light 
(four T8 tubes or 2 t5 tubes will do). A minimum of 12 hours under lights is suggested all year round. 
 
Temperature:  Neofinetia falcata can tolerate a wide range of temperatures. In the summer time, the 
plants can tolerate temperatures up to 30oC. To grow in this temperature, strong air movement is 
required. During the winter, give your plants a resting period by watering less. Neofinetia can tolerate 
very low temperatures such as 4oC, as in parts of their natural habitat in Japan. However, watering 
should be very light under cold conditions. This resting period will help to promote vigorous growth in 
the spring. Growing near a window may be a good spot where the temperature is cooler. Most people 
are successful growing them under normal households conditions year round. 
 
Potting:  Neofinetia falcata is traditionally potted in special Neofinetia pots, using a quality New 
Zealand sphagnum moss. New Zealand Moss is highly recommended over Chilean sphagnum moss. 
In our experience, when Chilean moss is wet, it is too wet for the plants and when the moss is dry, it 
is too dry for the roots. In addition, Chilean moss breaks down at a quicker rate. The centre of the pot 
may be potted using regular short moss however the final finish should be done with a long strand 
and higher grade moss. Traditional Neofinetia potting uses a weaving technique for the final finish 
and the longer moss is ideal for this. When potting, ensure that there is either a hole or styrofoam in 
the bottom center of the potting medium to provide aeration to the nearby roots. Furthermore, moss 
should be mounded as much as 3 inches above the pot, allowing the roots to dry faster The plants do 
much better using this potting method and it is very worthwhile to learn this technique both for the 
vitality of the plant and for appearance. Potting in the traditional method enhances the aesthetic 
beauty and presentation of the plants, a very important trait in Japanese Neofinetia culture. The 
plants simply look much better! 
 
Watering:  This is the most critical part of Neofinetia culture as most plants are lost due to over 
watering. Neofinetia must be completely dry before watering. This means that the moss must be 
completely dry on the outside and the inside. You can test this by inserting your index finger into the 
hole at the bottom of the pot as mentioned above (potting section). During the winter months, the 
plants can be kept drier for longer periods of time. On sunny days, the surface moss may be misted in 
the mornings. 
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Fertilizer: Fertilzer is not a large concern for Neofinetia. You may try a dilute solution once a month 
except in winter. 
  
A note about variegation: 
 
Some Neofinetia with variegated leaves have specific light requirement in order to maintain the 
variegation in the leaves. There is no fast rule for shima or random striped varieties. Tiger stripes are 
an exception. Yellow tiger stripe types must be grown in high light to bring out the yellow colour. 
White tiger stripe varieties, require a lower amount of light to maintain and to bring out the 
variegation. Some varieties have more yellow leaves than the other types and sometimes the leaves 
are almost completely yellow. These plants should be grown in a shadier place in order to encourage 
green growths.  
 
Neofinetia is not a difficult orchid to grow. We would be more than happy to help you with any aspects 
of their culture and to understand the many varieties of this fascinating plant. In addition, we can 
provide assistance in teaching you the traditional Neofinetia potting technique. 
  
 

Copyright © 2016 FLORA PECULIA       https://florapeculia.ca/  
Thanks to Terry Kowalczuk, Flora Peculia for his permission to publish this in our Newsletter. 

 
 
 
 
Monthly Checklist for March and April 
 
Cattleya 
 
Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month, the lengthening days 
and warmer temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited harbingers of the coming 
change of season. Some of the best standard cattleyas of the year will be in bloom, or will be 
blooming soon. The last of the winter-flowering hybrids will join the earliest of the spring hybrids in a 
wonderful display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that need removal. If these yellowing 
sheaths are not removed, the moisture they trap can lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath 
will allow the buds to develop, although they will need additional support. Changing light conditions 
can also be a problem in March and April. An exceptionally bright day, especially immediately 
following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the foliage if shading is not attended to properly. There can 
still be periods of dull days where spikes can weakened owing to the lower light. Lengthening days 
will mean increased metabolic rates necessitating increased water and fertilizer. The plants will 
indicate needs by drying more rapidly, which means more frequent watering and fertilizing. 
 
With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the season for spring bloom, 
it is also the time to be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they bloom. Immediately 
after blooming has proven to be the best time to repot winter and spring flowering cattleyas. In most 
cases, they will be ready to grow roots, so if potted at this time, they will root right into fresh mix with 
little or no setback. 
 
 

https://florapeculia.ca/
https://florapeculia.ca/
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Cymbidium 
  
Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all staking and twist-ties and 
be on the lookout for aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate water because flowering strains the 
plants. As new growths appear later, increase the nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant loo 
healthy but not be blooming, try increasing the light during the next growing season. The number-one 
reason for no flowers is lack of light. 
 

 
 

Cymbidium Magic Mountain photographed at Longwood 
Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas 

 
  
Dendrobium (Australian) 
  
These hard-cane Dendrobiums will be at their flowering peak now. It is not unusual to see a specimen 
of this type in an orchid show boasting 1,000 flowers. The secret with this group - bred primarily from 
Dendrobium kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum - is to provide ample water, fertilizer and light 
during the growing season. 
  
Lycaste 
  
This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its flowering season. Soon you will see the 
beginning of new root growth, which is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth 
emerges, provide ample fertilizer and water. A sign of good culture is an increase in the size of 
psuedobulbs with each successive year. 
 
 
 
 



17 

 

 
 

 
 

Miltoniopsis 
  
This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing displays of color will dazzle the grower 
over the next few months. Prepare your plants for optimum display by staking spikes (if needed) and 
cleaning off the older yellow foliage. Do not miss the wonderful fragrance as the flowers unfold. 
 

    
  

Miltoniopsis Martin Orenstein shows off a beautiful waterfall pattern on its labellum. 
Photographed at Longwood Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas  

 
Paphiopedilum  
 
March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-slipper orchids. However, it is a 
month where the volume of plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the 
time to work with your paphiopedilums before the pressure of other potting prevents you from doing 
the thorough job you should. Look at each plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free? 
Does it need potting? Is it in spike? Does it have an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your 
paphs is one of the most satisfying tasks of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted paphiopedilums look 
happy. 
 
The summer-blooming types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on the 
lookout for the buds, as well as any insect pests that may have found their way into the crowns of 
your plants. It is especially difficult to clean mealybugs, in particular, once they have become 
established in the plant. Better to get to them before they get a good toehold. 
 
Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and 
strong. Do not be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are staked too soon, the flowers 
may develop a "nodding" stance, where the dorsal will not stand upright. If the spikes seem to 
develop at an angle, let them, and stake after the flower has hardened for best carriage, especially on 
the hybrids with fairieanum background. 
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Phalaenopsis 
 
In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be 
carefully attended to, so that the flowers will be displayed at their best for orchid shows and judging -- 
even those intended for your home will look best if properly staked. One of the most decorative 
aspects of phalaenopsis spikes is the way they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will 
lack this grace and will not be as pleasing. Most growers like to have the final support just below the 
first flower, allowing maximum support, without sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike. 
  
Rapid-growing spikes and open flowers place extra demands on the plant. Careful monitoring of 
watering and feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give their best floral display. 
Remember, too, that the lengthening days will also increase the frequency at which plants need 
water. 
  
Beware of the invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers and spikes 
are favorite targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the look out for their presence, often indicated by 
the appearance of sooty mold resulting from the exudate of the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds 
are too advanced. If flowers and buds are too far along, the chemical treatment may damage or abort 
them. 
 
Pleurothallids 
  
Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their best now. If plants are not 
in flower, the next few months provide an excellent time to divide if needed or repot into fresh mix. 
Taking care of these tasks now will allow enough time for your plants to become established before 
the hot weather arrives. 

 
 

Masdevallia Highland Monarch 'Free Spirit' 
AM/AOS photographed at Parkside Orchids. 

Ottsville, Pennsylvania © G. Allikas 

 
The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay. 
American Orchid Society - www.aos.com 

http://www.aos.com/
http://www.aos.com/
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR MARCH 17, 2019 
 

CLASS JUDGED BY PLACE NAME OWNER PHOTO 
# 

Cattleya Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
1st Cattleya Life's Melody (Cattleya Circle of Life x Cattleya Magic 

Melody) 
Masa Matsuo 1 

2nd Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange (Rhyncattleanthe Viola 
Nuggett x Cattlianthe Trick or Treat) 

Hélène Mondou 

 
2 

3rd Rhyncholaeliocattleya Sung Ya Green 'Mailman' 
(Rhyncholaeliocattleya Ports of Paradise x 
Rhyncholaeliocattleya Meadow Morn) 

Hélène Mondou 

 
3 

Cypripedium Alliance 

Paphiopedilum 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 

1st Paphiopedilum Cocoa Pride (Paphiopedilum Enzan Pride x 
Paphiopedilum Hamana Med) 

Claude Brault 4 

Oncidium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
1st Colmanara Masai Red (Rhynchostele bictoniensis x Oncidium 

cariniferum) 
Menaka Raguparan  5 

2nd Tolumnia Jairak Flyer (Tolumnia Jairak Firm x Tolumnia Jairak 
Rainbow) 

Angèle Biljan 6 

3rd Psychopsis Mariposa 'Speciac' (Psychopsis papilio x Psychopsis 
Kalihi) 

Claude Brault 7 

Dendrobium Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf  
1st Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50 (Dendrobium aberrans x 

Dendrobium Little Atro) 
Bev Burtnyk 8 

2nd Dendrobium Spring Doll (Dendrobium Ise x Dendrobium 
Yukidaruma) 

Angèle Biljan 9 

3rd Dendrobium Pink Kiss 'Comet Queen' (Dendrobium Happy 
Honey x Dendrobium Comet King) 

Asif Islam 10 

Phalaenopsis Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf   
1st Phalaenopsis Sogo Yukidian (Phalaenopsis Yukimai x 

Phalaenopsis Taisuco Kochdian) 
Menaka Raguparan  11 

2nd Phalaenopsis No Name Hybrid Maria Martins 12 

2nd Phalaenopsis Liu's Cute Angel 'KF#3' (Phalaenopsis Jiaho 
Cherry x Phalaenopsis lobbii) 

Angèle Biljan 13 

3rd Phalaenopsis Valentinii (Phalaenopsis cornu-cervi x 
Phalaenopsis violacea) 

Monique Savard 14 

3rd Phalaenopsis Liu's Cute Angel (Phalaenopsis Jiaho Cherry x 
Phalaenopsis lobbii) x Phalaenopsis Liu's Triprince 
(Phalaenopsis Eduardo Quisumbing x Phalaenopsis lobbii) 

Asif Islam 15 

Vandaceous Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
1st Rhynchostylis gigantea Angèle Biljan 16 

Lycaste Alliance 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
1st Angulocaste Olympus (Angulocaste Apollo x Lycaste Sunrise) 

'Sun Dawn' AM/AOS 

Maria Martins 17 

Miniature 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
1st Leptotes pohlitinocoi Angèle Biljan 18 

2nd Leptotes bicolor Angèle Biljan 19 

Miscellaneous 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
1st Lockhartia imbricata Angèle Biljan 20 

Best of Show Table 

Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
 Cattleya Life's Melody (Cattleya Circle of Life x Cattleya 

Magic Melody) 
 

Masa Matsuo 1 

Member's Choice 

Judged by Barbara Wysocka 

 Angulocaste Olympus (Angulocaste Apollo x Lycaste Sunrise) 

'Sun Dawn' AM/AOS 

Maria Martins 17 

 
Member's Choice:  Not an easy plant to grow! 
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Best of Show Table 

            Cattleya Life's Melody  
           (Cattleya Circle of Life x Cattleya Magic Melody) 
           Grown by Masa Matsuo 
           Judged by Joyce Medcalf 
           Photo taken by Arlene Lang 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

    Member’s Choice 
 
                    Angulocaste Olympus (Angulocaste Apollo x  
                    Lycaste Sunrise) 'Sun Dawn' AM/AOS      
                    Grown by Maria Martins 
                    Judged by Barbara Wysocka 
                    Photo taken by Arlene Lang                                                                            
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Photos taken by Arlene Lang 
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#17 
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          Joyce Medcalf judging the Show Table  
          with the assistance of Marcel Carrière.  
          Photo taken by Arlene Lang 

 
 

 

 
 

Sign outside of Sunset Valley Orchids Vendor stand at  
the Santa Barbara International Orchid Show. 
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'ORCHIDEXPO'  2019 - Ottawa Orchid Society Results 
 
Thank you to Barbara Wysocka and Hélène Mondou for taking plants and preparing our display  
for Orchidexpo in Montréal March 30 - 31. The OOS Display won a 3rd place ribbon. The following 
orchids won awards. Congratulations! 

 

Award Owner Orchid Name 

1st Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Valentinii 

1st Hélène Mondou Rhyncholaeliocattleya Sung Ya Green 'Mailman' 

2nd Monique Savard Encyclia profusa 

2nd Betty Warrington-Kearsley Oncidium Heaven Scent 

2nd Serge Croteau Paphiopedilum Chiara (Paphiopedilum sukhakulii x 
Paphiopedilum lawrenceanum) AM/AOS 

2nd Bev Burtnyk Cattlianthe Jewel Box 'Scheherazade' AM/AOS 

3rd Bev Burtnyk Dendrobium SOOS Celebrates 50 

3rd Barbara Wysocka Paphiopedilum concolor 

3rd Hélène Mondou Rhyncattleanthe Young-Min Orange 'Orchisé' 

Thanks to those named above and to Helen Nitschkie and Marcel Carrière for contributing their 
beautiful orchids to the OOS display. 

Jan Johns 

 

 
 
                                                                           OOS Display 
                                            Photos taken by Barbara Wysocka and Hélène Mondou 

 

 

 



24 

 

                               
 

 
            Left hand view of OOS Display                                                      Right hand view of OOS Display 
 

 
                        

                                                          
                                                                 Middle view of OOS Display 

                                                   

                  
                   
        Far end of right hand view of the OOS Display                       1st Place - Rhyncholaeliocattleya Sung Ya  
                                                                                                                          Green 'Mailman'   
                                                                                                                          Owned by Hélène Mondou                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
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'ORCHIDOFOLIE' 2019 - Ottawa Orchid Society Results 
 
Thank you to Barbara Wysocka and Hélène Mondou for taking plants and preparing our display  
for Les Orchidophiles de Québec ‘Orchidofolie’ in Québec City, on April 6 - 7. The OOS Display won 
a 2nd place ribbon. Congratulations and thanks to everyone who contributed their orchids. 
The following orchids won awards: 

 
AWARD OWNER Orchid Name # 

1st André Couture Cattleya Tropical Sunrise 'Patience' CCM/AOS 1 

1st Angèle Biljan Oerstedella centradenia 2 

2nd Monique Savard Phalaenopsis Crystal Surprise 3 

2nd Angèle Biljan Pot. Love love x Blc. Tsiku Lily 4 

2nd André Couture Rlc. (Village Chief Center x Duh's Victory) 5 

2nd Bev Burtnyk Ctt. Jewel box 'Scheherazade'  
(Guarianthe aurantiaca x Cattleya anzac) AM/AOS 

6 

2nd Barbara Wysocka Sergioara Yokosuka Story 'Little Oriole'  
(Epc. Rene Marques x Rth. Free Spirit)  

7 

2nd Hélène Mondou Oncidium Sweet Sugar 'Lemon Drop' HCC/AOS 8 

2nd Angèle Biljan Phalaenopsis Lianher Cranberry 9 

2nd Angèle Biljan Phalaenopsis Liu’s Cute Angel 'KF#3' AM/AOS 10 

3rd Barbara Wysocka Rhyncattleanthe Shion Free 'Little Boy'  11 

3rd Barbara Wysocka Oncidium Alosuka 'Claire' 12 

3rd Bev Burtnyk Phalaenopsis Jia Ho 'Summer Love'   
(Taisuco Micky x bellina) 

13 

 
 

 
 

2nd Place Visiting Society Exhibit 
Photos taken by Hélène Mondou  
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Photos taken by Hélène Mondou 
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Judging Centres  

May 4:  Toronto Judging Centre  
They meet on the 1st Saturday of each month. Toronto Botanical Gardens, 777 Lawrence Avenue, 
Toronto, Ontario, M3C 1P2  
 
May 18:  Montréal Judging Centre  
They meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Montréal Botanical Garden, 4101 Rue Sherbrooke E,                                              
Montréal, Quebec H1X 2B2  

 

 

Upcoming AOS Webinars  

 

 
 
 

April 18, 8:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.  How to grow Habenarias Presented by Jim Heillig,  
                                                       AOS Members only.  
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BOOK REVIEW  

Have you read any good orchid books lately?  
 
 

THE CLASSIC Cattleyas 
 
Authors:  A. A. Chadwick and Arthur E. Chadwick 
All photos:  A. A. Chadwick, unless otherwise noted 
All Drawings:  Anne Link 
 
Publisher:  Timber Press Inc., Portland, Oregon, U.S.A., in 2006 
Printed:  Colourcraft Ltd., Hong Kong 
 
This book contains 251 pages with lots of gorgeous pictures and 
drawings. 
 
A.A. Chadwick has grown and studied the classical orchids for more 
than sixty years. In this book, he and his son, Arthur E. Chadwick, share 
their knowledge and expertise with those that wish to understand and 

grow the large flowered Cattleyas and their Hybrids. The first Cattleyas are the classic Cattleyas 
whose form defined the essence of tropical orchids for generations to come. 
 
The hybridizing of Cattleyas has resulted in a rich variety of forms and colours. All that is required to 
appreciate and grow Cattleyas successfully is included here. Cultivation, humidity and watering, 
fertilizing, and propagation are all detailed in this book. They talk about pests and growing problems, 
everything needed to grow healthy Cattleyas. 
 
In 1818, William Cattley succeeded in flowering one of the first species of the genes that would bear 
his name, in his heated greenhouse in England. John Lindley, a young Botanist, was hired by William 
Cattley to draw and describe the new plants in his collection. In 1821, he names the new orchid in 
honour of his Patron William Cattley, calling it Cattleya Labiata. Labiata - to call attention to the 
remarkable large and distinctive labiate or lip. He wrote a book titled 'Collectanea Botanica' where he 
pictured and described the new plant.   
 
In 1836, the second largest flowered Cattleya species was discovered from Venezuela and sent to 
George Green in Liverpool, who gave it to an amateur orchid grower named Mrs. Moss. She sent it to 
William Hooker at Glasgow who named it C. Mossiae. 
 
You will find the history of C. trianae, C. dowiana, C. mendelii, C. eldorato, C. warscewicii, C. 
leudemanniana, C. warneri and many others that are the original large classic Cattleyas. The book 
also goes into detail about the large flowered Brazilian species Laelia Cattleyas:  C. crispa, C. 
perrinir. C. loata, C. grandis, C. purpurata and C. tenebosa. There are many gorgeous pictures of 
these classical orchids and details of their history and cultural information on each Cattleya. 
 
If you are a Cattleya lover like I am, this book is a must!  It gives you a greater understanding of how 
to take care of each Cattleya, to thrive and to flourish. 
 

Bev Burtnyk  
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Upcoming Canadian Orchid Shows 
 
 

 
 
 April 27 - 28:  Ottawa Orchid Society's 'Orchidophilia' 
                                           38th Annual Orchid Show 
                                           2451 Riverside Drive 
                                           Ottawa, Ontario  
 
                    https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_info.html 
 

 
 
 

Upcoming International Orchid Shows  

 
 April 20 - 21:  Flamingo Gardens Orchid Society 
                      38th International Orchid & Bromeliad Show 
                      3750 S Flamingo Rd  
                      Davie, Florida, U.S.A. 33330  
 
http://www.flamingogardensorchidsociety.com/events/fla
mingo-gardens-38th-intl-orchid-bromeliad-show/ 
 

 
 
   

                             
                        

April 27 - 28:  Oregon Orchid Show 2019 
                                                                       Aquinas Hall, 340 N.E. 
                                                                       Clackamas St. 
                                                                       Portland, Oregon, USA 

http://oregonorchidsociety.org/orchid-show-and-sale 

https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_info.html
https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_info.html
http://www.flamingogardensorchidsociety.com/events/flamingo-gardens-38th-intl-orchid-bromeliad-show/
http://www.flamingogardensorchidsociety.com/events/flamingo-gardens-38th-intl-orchid-bromeliad-show/
http://www.flamingogardensorchidsociety.com/events/flamingo-gardens-38th-intl-orchid-bromeliad-show/
http://www.flamingogardensorchidsociety.com/events/flamingo-gardens-38th-intl-orchid-bromeliad-show/
http://oregonorchidsociety.org/orchid-show-and-sale
http://oregonorchidsociety.org/orchid-show-and-sale
http://oregonorchidsociety.org/orchid-show-and-sale
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  May 17 - 19:  Redland International Orchid Festival  
                        Redland Fruit & Spice Park 
                        24801 SW 187th Ave.,  
                        Homestead, Florida, U.S.A. 
 
                         https://www.redlandorchidfest.org/  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
April 20 - 22:  ORCHILIM 2019, ZLDR Luchtfabriek, Heusden-Zolder, Belgium. 
                       5th Annual International Orchid Show 
 
Admire the splendor of orchids in the beautiful setting of the ZLDR Air Factory, Heusden-Zolder.  
After 4 successful editions, the Limburg region of the Orchideeën Vereniging Vlaanderen vzw 
organizes again in collaboration with national and international associations and exhibitor-sellers a 
grand International Orchid Show, ORCHILIM 2019.   
 
In addition to many gems from the rainforests of Asia, the cloud forests of South America and the 
tropical jungles of Africa will also be on display at this exhibition, as well as many large-flowered and 
multi-coloured species and hybrids. National and international exhibitor vendors will offer both rare 
species and the latest new hybrids for sale. ORCHILIM 2019 will be a fantastic event for both orchid 
hobbyists and the general public. Lovers of orchids and other flowers, reserve this unparalleled 
manifestation in your diary.  
 
 

https://www.redlandorchidfest.org/
https://www.redlandorchidfest.org/


31 

 

 
International Botanical Gardens 

 
ORCHID WORLD & Tropical Flower Garden Barbados 
May 15 – October 15, 2019 
Garden Grove, St. George, Barbados 
Opening Hours:  09:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Closed on Mondays  
 

                
 
 

Orchids! The very name evokes exotic mysticism and is truly one of nature's wonders. Orchid World 
& Tropical Flower Garden is located on a six acre property, surrounded by sugarcane fields in the 
heart of the Barbadian countryside. At an elevation of approximately 800 ft above sea level, a number 
of tranquil rest stops in the garden offer you the ideal vantage point to take in the lovely country 
views. The location is ideal for growing and displaying the more than 1,000 Orchids currently on 
display as well as the thousands of Caribbean plants and flowers. 

 
The well-landscaped, meandering path leads you on a self-guided tour past a waterfall, through a 
coral grotto and eventually through five orchid houses with stunning blooms! Keep your eyes on the 
trees for orchids such as Schomburgkia that bloom once a year with spectacular results. Each turn of 
a corner offers a new and different view or floral delight.   

 
You may catch a glimpse of beautiful hummingbirds as you make your way through our gardens or 
perhaps have a peaceful rest at one of our tranquil bench stops along the way to enjoy the view. 

 
After your tour, relax on our deck overlooking the beautiful gardens and country landscape while 
enjoying a tea, coffee or cold refreshing beverage from our bar. We also have an extensive gift shop 
featuring some unique treasures. 

 
Email us: orchidworld@foster-ince.com 
Call us: 1.246.433.0306 

 
 

mailto:orchidworld@foster-ince.com
mailto:orchidworld@foster-ince.com
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Events Around Ottawa 
 
Ottawa Tulip Festival 
May 10 - 20, 2019 
 

               
 

 
The Canadian Tulip Festival was established to celebrate the historic Royal gift of tulips from the 
Dutch to Canadians during the Second World War as a symbol of international friendship. The 
Festival preserves the memorable role of the Canadian troops in the liberation of the Netherlands and 
Europe, as well as commemorates the birth of Dutch Princess Margriet in Ottawa during World War I 
- the only royal personage ever born in Canada. 
 
The best place to see the tulips is the Commissioners Park, Queen Elizabeth Drive and Preston 
Street across from Dows Lake. There are many things to see and do.  

 
https://tulipfestival.ca/about-the-festival/ 
 

 

https://tulipfestival.ca/about-the-festival/
https://tulipfestival.ca/about-the-festival/
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Editor's Wrap 

It is a very busy month for our Society with our 38th Annual Orchid Show on April 27-28. We need 
more volunteers and your blooming and fragrant plants. There is a lot to do and the more hands we 
have the better and smoother the show will be.   
 
Many thanks to Barbara Wysocka and Hélène Mondou for representing the OOS at the Montreal 
Orchid Show on March 30-31 and the Quebec Orchid Show, April 6-7. Next week, they will be 
creating the exhibit for the Toronto Artistic Orchid Associations Show, then Barbara creates her own 
display at the OOS Orchid Show.   
 
Our Guest Speaker for May’s Meeting will be Calvin Wong. It will be great to finally meet him and 
hopefully he won’t be snowed out again!! It will also be a thank you to our Volunteers who will receive 
a free raffle ticket to choose something special for themselves from the Raffle Table. Good Luck!! 
 
Thanks to Barbara Haywood for her article on home fertilizers and tonics. I have heard about a few of 
them and will give some of them a try. Thanks to Terry Kowalczuk of Flora Peculia for his permission 
to publish this notes on Neofinetia falcata Culture in our Newsletter. 
 
I am looking for Members who would like to write a book report(s) on their favourite Orchid Book(s). If 
you have anything else for SPIKE, pictures of favourite orchids, how you grow your orchids or have 
found interesting articles for SPIKE, send me an email and I will get it published!  It you know ways to 
improve SPIKE or want to suggest changes in SPIKE, let me know. I am always open to learning new 
things and improving SPIKE.  
 
As always, it takes may Members to produce SPIKE. Thanks to the Show Table Judge’s, Joyce 
Medcalf and André Couture for their help every month!  Extra thanks to Joyce Medcalf who makes  
The Show Table Charts and corrects the orchid plant names, and The Board of Directors who all 
have an input in getting this monthly newsletter out on time. Of course a big thanks to Arlene Lang for 
taking the Show Table pictures and general pictures of our Meetings. But most of all, thanks to Arlene 
for keeping me consistent in producing this newsletter and correcting my mistakes. Thanks for your 
patience Arlene!! 
 

Bev Burtnyk 
Editor, SPIKE Newsletter 

 
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernGardenerCanada/ 

https://www.facebook.com/NorthernGardenerCanada/
https://www.facebook.com/NorthernGardenerCanada/

