April 2019

ORCHIDOPHILIA 2019 - SHOW TIME

No meeting this month. Instead, come to 'Orchidophilia’ - Ottawa Orchid Society's 38th Annual Orchid Show

on Saturday, April 27, 2019 at 12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. and Sunday, April 28, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. at the
RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa, Ontario.

Admissionisf r ee f or Volunteers. This year6és Show stil/l nee

eligible to volunteer. Please contact Michael Barker by email at m_barker@sympatico.ca if you are interested in
being a Volunteer.

Regular admission is $12.00; $10 for Seniors (60 or over) and Youth 12-18; Children under 12 are free.
Photographers, please note that the only time tripods may be used is from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. on Sunday.
For more information, please see the website: www.ottawaorchidsociety.com

ORCHIDOPHILIA

OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY % 38" Annual 38° Exposition
Orchid Show * d’Orchidées

DISPLAYS, ORCHID SALES AND EXPOSANTS, VENTE D'ORCHIDEES
SUPPLIES, ARTWORK AND MORE ET DES FOURNITURES,
OEUVRES DART ET PLUS

Les 27 et 28 avril, 2019
Samedi : de 12h i 17h
Dim:

e de9h @ 17h

Entrée : 128

Ainé(e)s (60+) : 108
Youth (12-18): $10 Jeunes (12-18) : 108
Under 12: Free Moins de 12 ans :  gratuit
$2 OFF ONE ADMISSION 2 $ DE RABAIS POUR UNE
WITH THIS COUPON ENTREE AVEC CE COUPON
et vaha i combination with any ot coupon) e peu et umeté ot autre ceupon,

Learn more at Bl Pour détails, svp consulter O

TheOttawa Or chi d Soci ©tchdophiliap2019t er f or
Poster photo taken by Michael MacConaill

Orchids 101 - The Orchid Doctor
May 19, 12:30 p.m. to 1:15 p.m.
Margaret Haydon and other Society Experts will identify orchid pests and how to control them.

Bring in your pests or pieces of plants in sealed plastic bags or a photograph of your plant or the problem. Our Orchid
doctors will identify the problems and tell you how to treat them.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets the third Sunday of every month
From September to May, except April, at 1:30 p.m.
at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview Road, Ottawa
MEMBERSHIP: $25.00 from September 1, to August 31, $5.00 donation for Visitors
Dondt f or g ertbloaming @rehidsifay theyStow Table.
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Board of Directors

President.Webmaster/Show Chair
David Cooper 613-256-2853
Orchidae@storm.ca

Vice President
Jan Johns 613-253-1996
janet.johns@sympatico.ca

Past President/show Co-Chair
JanetJohns 613-749-0614
johnjns@sympatico.ca

Secretary
Henriette Watkins 613-235-4570
watkinskc@sympatico.ca

Treasurer
Doug Vye 613-722-6738
douglas.vye@sympatico.ca

Membership
Helen Nitschkie 613-233-7335
h.nitschkie@gmail.com

Program Coordinator
André Couture 613-233-7335
andrec.couture @sympatico.ca

AOS Representative
Margaret Haydon 613-825-0827
haydonm@rogers.com

COC Representative
Joyce Medcalf 613-659-2760
jmedcalf@1000island.net

Conservation Representative
Pam McLennan 613-710-8336
mclennan48@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Bev Burtnyk 613-739-1941
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca

Mailing Address
Ottawa Orchid Society
221 Glebe Avenue
Ottawa, Ontario

K1S 2C8

Canada

www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
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President 6s Message

Hi Everyone,

The March meeting was excellent with a very interesting talk from Peter Lin
of Big Leaf Orchids in Texas. Peter spoke on the various aspects of
hybridizing phalaenopsis to optimise different characteristics (colour, shape,
size, etc.) and showed us how he has been able to achieve some
impressive results. Even though his flight was delayed it was well worth the
wait, and we thank him very much for coming!

We also thank Jean Hollebone for the short talk about her recent visit to the
Puerto Vallarta Botanical Garden in Mexico. It was good to see how they
have incorporated our logo into one of their floor tiles as a thank you for the contribution we made a
while ago.

We will not have a regular meeting in April because it is so close to the date of the Show. If you have

any plants that you would have brought to our Show Table, please enter them in the OOS Display or

the Fragrance Display at our Show. The names of the plants can be pre-registered with Bev Burtnyk

by email at blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca by Wednesday April 24", You need to tell her if you want

them in the fragrance classification also. Then, all you need to do is bring your plants to the RA

Centre on Friday April 26" between 2:00 p.m.and 6:30pm.and Bevds team will t
More details are on page 5 in this newsletter.

As | mentioned last month we have a new page in the website called Show Features, at
https://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/show_features.html. This page has information about all the

show vendors and a layout map showing where each one will be, as well as details on the other
features of the Show including our Beginnerso6 Wo

Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to help out at the Show. We appreciate your commitment
andwecouldn6t do it without you! There are st iyduwill some
find details on page 4 in this newsletter.

See you at the Show!

Dave Cooper

Dinner at the RA Fieldhouse i Saturday April 27th

All volunteers at the Show (and their partners) are invited to join Vendors and Members from other
Societies at the RA Fieldhouse for dinner after the show closes on Saturday, April 27. Lots of stories,
lots of laughter, lots of fun...

Please email Janet Johns at johnjns@sympatico.ca or Marcel Carriére at
chipwendover@videotron.ca before Saturday afternoon if you plan to attend.

JanetJohns Show Co-Chair
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Board of Directors Election

At the May meeting we will be electing a President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary. These
are two year terms and open to any member in good standing. Please look on our web site for job
descriptions for each position. Any member interested in running for one of these positions needs to
submit their application in writing, naming the position. Your nomination must be endorsed in writing
by 3 OOS members in good standing. Please contact Janet Johns, on or before the May meeting. We
are looking, in particular, for a Secretary. This is a nice way to become involved in the Society and
doesn't require a lot of time. We meet several times a year before our monthly meetings and in
August at a Board member's home for our annual budget meeting. If you have any questions please
don't hesitate to call her at 613-749-0614 or by email at johnjns@sympatico.ca.

Janet Johns
Past President

Blooming Orchids needed for the OOS Display

If you have blooming orchids that you would like in the OOS Display, please send me an email at
blair.burtnyk@sympatico.ca no later than Wednesday April 24™. If you want them in the Fragrance
Classification, you need to note that in the email. Ann Smutylo will be in charge of the Fragrance
Display. We hope to pre-register as many as possible.

The plants need to be bug free, clean, well staked and labeled with your name and phone number.
You can use masking tape for the plant pot and other accessories that you might have. Also, please
have a list ready of your plants if you have more than one. This will be appreciated by the volunteers.
Anyone is welcome to hel p wit lgnedthee/ol@@e Sheat, shenljuaty .
send me an email that you are interested in helping.

The OOS Display is right inside the entrance to the Curling Rink on the floor. This year it will be 3
round tables and one oval table. Plants need to be dropped off at the RA Curling Rink, beginning at
2:30 p.m. and no later than 6:30 p.m. on Friday April 26™. Pick up is promptly at 5:00 p.m. Sunday
April 28", once the Show ends.

If your plants were in the Fragrance Classification, then they will be located on the Fragrance Display
for pick up. Looking forward to seeing you Friday with your orchids.

Bev Burtnyk
Show Committee, OOS Display

Volunteers Needed for OOS Show

Volunteers are still needed for our Show. OOS Members, their family and friends are eligible to be
Volunteers. They are needed in Visitor Services, the Draw/Raffle, and other areas including
Members' Sale Table and Membership. If you are interested in becoming a Volunteer, please contact
Michael Barker by email at m_barker@sympatico.ca.

Michael Barker
Show Committee, Volunteer Co-ordinator
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O0OS Members' Sales Table

If you have plants for sale at the Members' Sales Table at our 2019 Show, please read the Guidelines
for registration and fill out the Plant List Form before you bring your plants to the RA Centre. The
Guidelines and Form are in the same file, which may be accessed from the OOS website:
www.ottawaorchidsociety.com. Click Annual Orchid Show, then Show information and select the
Members Sales Form in the right hand box.

Each plant must be well-rooted, healthy and must have two (2) plastic tags: one tag with the plant's

full name, and a second tag with your name, the corresponding number from your plant list, and the
sale price. Because the first tpaokdke?i @an sanalb by @ oa
flower attached to the pot or to a tag in the pot will help sell your plants. You can try Google for

images and print a small picture. The plants or other items for sale must be delivered with the plant

list and tags to the sales table between 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m. on Friday, April 26, 2019.

If you have any questions or require further information, please contact Roy John in advance of the
show at roy.d.john@outlook.com or at 613-748-9963.

Roy John

Show Committee
Member sé6 Sales Tabl e

Phalaenopsis Needed for Repotting Demonstration for the OOS Orchid Show

Sad phals (only sadénot degegdaredfoe arepotting deinangratisnead p |l e
Orchidophilia. Please note that not all phals will be repotted, depending on the number we receive. If

you want the pots and/or plants returned, please indicate that and label the pot. Otherwise they will

end up on the raffle table when they are happy again. Leave them at the COC Workshop space at the
show on Friday or Saturday morning.

Thank you.

Jan Johns
Show Committee

Continuing Program for 2018-2019

April '‘Orchidophilia’ - Ottawa Orchid Society's 38th Annual Orchid Show
May Calvin Wong i Tropical Orchid Gardens

Regrettably, George Hatfield will not be able to attend as Guest Speaker in May.
In his place the OOS will host Calvin Wong, founder of Tropical Garden Orchids.
Hopefully, the weather will be better this time around!!

André Couture
Program Co-ordinator
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Pre-Orders from OOS Show Vendors

If the links don't work for you, please check the OOS Website under Vendors.

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor links.html
The website will be updated as information comes in.

Cut off date for Ecuador is April 10.

Cut off date for Taiwan is April 10.

Cut off date for USA is April 19, funds are in US Dollars.

Cut off date for Canada would be April 19, should be confirmed with Vendor.

For Vendors not listed here, please check their company websites for product information. These can
be accessed through the OOS website link noted at the top of this page.

More information can be found on Ottawa Orchid Society Facebook page.
https://lwww.facebook.com/OttawaOrchidSociety/notifications/

Updated Vendors list was previously published in March SPIKE.

Vendors

Orchids in Our Tropics
Contact: Terry and Doug Kennedy

Pre-order list link:
http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2019%200rchids%20in%20%2000iT%Dics%20%20SPRING%20%
20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=lwAR31valbdBDE5yqrstGhlj3Pzb2pmZ90420eSnwkzvgmwZQFbXg0a28bw6
E

Please send your pre-order directly to Orchids in Our Tropics by email.
Contact email address is: www.ourtropics@sympatico.ca

The orchidPhile

Contact: Carri Raven- Reitmann
Paymentis in US Funds.
Pre-order list link:

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/OrchidPhile%20PRE-ORDER%20LIST%20-
%20March%202019.pdf?fbclid=IwAR10bz3UmIQuYVFzHdtBehRESmbutHiXu2bSTsbNbisSEuaoP4n

WKSIQyfU

Please send your pre-order directly to The OrchidPhile by email.
Contact email address is: www.orchidphile@optimum.net
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Ten Shin Gardens
Contact: Matt Wei-Yi Chen
Deadline to order is April 10
Pre-order list link :

http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/vendor links.html

Please send your pre-order directly to Ten Shin Gardens by email.
Contact email address is: info@tenshinorchids.com

Garden Slippers
Contact: Shawn Hillis

Orders from the catalogue on their website:
http://www.gardenslippers.com/Garden Slippers Catalogue.pdf

Please send your order directly to Shawn Hillis by email.
Contact email is: info@gardenslippers.com

Equaflor-A
Contact: Kyle Lycuk
Deadline to order is APRIL10

Please send your order directly to Equaflor-A. You can send them a message through Facebook or
by email at glbculture@gmail.com . Payment can be made through PayPal to
berthamerino370@gmail.com

This is their product list link below including prices in US funds. There is a shipping and handling cost
of $2.00 US per plant. This should be verified with Equaflor-A when placing your order.

https://cdn.fbsbx.com/v/t59.2708-

21/53312718 2031258017180437 1930209765120540672 n.xIsx/PRICE-LIST-EQUAFLOR-A-
2019.xlsx?_nc_cat=109& nc ht=cdn.fbsbx.com&oh=850f40f15d2elbadb72cb73a4a95d8a4&0e=5C
A7B1FA&dI=1&fbclid=IwAROIHS6UAGR1nWYyCvU3-

LIIEQHMOOX7 3nbSHM9DOW1 IC2EyCjutNJXZNY

Ching Hua Orchids - Taiwan
Contact: Roy Lee

Ching Hua Orchi d-bneatthartwebsite gue i s on
http://www.chinghuaorchids.com.tw/exec/download.php?lg=E

They are also on facebook. https://www.facebook.com/groups/703199239773811/

Prices must be obtained directly from the Vendor through their website or by email at
chordchid@ms15.hinet.net
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Peter Lin - Novelty Phalaenopsis, Big Leaf Orchids

Peter Lin, founder of Big Leaf Orchids
Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Our Guest Speaker in March was Peter Lin, founder of Big Leaf Orchids, Texas, U.S.A. Peter has

been growing and hybridizing Big Leaf, Novelty Phalaenopsis Orchids. He looks for brilliant colours,

exotic patterns and fragrance which attracts pollinators. These are not standard Phalaenopsis

orchids. Thy have lots of texture, a waxy look to the flowers and a smaller less predominant lip. The

plant can flower in 2 months and bloomsf r om spring to winter. Dthendt ¢
plant is suffering. For breeding purposes, Peter chooses plants with different genetic backgrounds.
Phalaenopsis Species can flower 3 times a year.

Phalaenopsis bellina blooms from July to September and produces more flowers year after year.

It is a sequential bloomer. June is the peak season for this Big Leaf Phalaenopsis Gigabell is another

Big Leaf Phalaenopsis that within 3 to 4 years will produce 20-30 flowers. Dragon Tree Eagle with 2

flower s earned 80 points for its c¢ ol Bhalaenopdshhatitakes 6 Su n
2 - 4 years from seed to bloom, with an additional 1 - 2 years in a flask.

Phalaenopsis Gigabell PhalaenopsisPy | ob6s Dr agon
Photo taken by Big Leaf Orchids Photo taken by Big Leaf Orchids
To deflask you need humidity at 100%, with as little water as possible. Remove | i d, donodt

bacteria or fungicide. Once out of flask, you need a low light area, shaded with 70 i 90% humidity.

The plant needs healthy roots not wet, so pot with Styrofoam at the bottom.Us e Or chi at a bu
over pot your Big Leaf Phalaenopsis as they liketoberootb ound. Mi st new pl ant s
until they start to grow. Reduce water in winter time, only misting top of potting medium. Try to keep

roots warm.



Peter Lin presenting his talk on Novelty Orchids to the OOS Members
Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Q & A with Peter Lin and André Couture after Peter's presentation to the Members
Photos taken by Arlene Lang

Peer-to-Peer Lending Library

If you are a member in good standing and you want to look at the books available for you to borrow,
please send me an email at janet.johns@sympatico.ca. | will send you either an Excel searchable file,
or a pdf file for you to browse.

Thanks,

Jan Johns
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Orchids 101 - March

Thanks to Robert St-Jean for his informative and interesting workshop on Cypripediums!
He presented each Member with the following information:

Location

Morning sun is best such as that of an eastern exposure and it is best to avoid direct sun at mid-day.
A dappled shade location is also appropriate. It is a good idea to mulch the roots to help keep them
from becoming desiccated using grass clippings or a low growing shallow rooted ground cover plant.
Plants require some moisture at all times but should not remain waterlogged. They can be watered
with rainwater or city water, however, rainwater is more appropriate. They cannot out-compete with
vigorously growing trees and plants so it is best to place them where these roots will not out compete
the Cypripediums.

Growing Medium

Prepare in your garden bed a hole about 45 - 60 cms deep and at least 60 cm wide to fill with an
appropriate growing medium. They need a well aerated and crumbly soil structure with medium
moisture, that is not overly wet and not overly dry. Cypripediums do much better when grown in an
inorganic medium that will not break down over time. Peat based mediums will break down over time
and the roots can rot after a number of years. There are numerous mixes you can put together. Here
is one example: mix 2 parts forest soil, 2 parts leaf mould or acidic soil, 2 parts Turface, 1 part sharp
sand or crushed clay pebbles, or chicken grit. It is also a good idea to add a tiny bit of horticultural
lime to the mix. This mixture can be amended slightly in case some ingredients are not available.

Planting

Usually plants are obtained bare-rooted and planted in Spring or early Fall. Plants should be placed in
their growing medium with roots extended roughly parallel to the soil surface and only 2 - 4 cms deep.

Care of Plants

Cypripediums are shallow growing plants. It is very important to prevent young plants from drying out.
As plants mature they become a bit more tolerant but you should still ensure they are watered often
during droughts. Mulching in the fall with shredded leaves is beneficial and these are removed in
early Spring. It is recommended that the plants be fertilized once a year in the Spring, with a time
released fertilizer such as Osmocote, that not only contains N-P-K, but also other trace elements
including magnesium. Apply at about 1 teaspoon per plant. This rate is about one quart of normal
concentration. It should be applied when the buds are starting to show or just prior to this. The
amount of fertilizer is adjusted as plants grow bigger.

Predators

Slugs can be a problem and slug bait can be used. Squirrels can also be an issue so it is
recommended to dig in around and over the planting bed with some chicken wire.

Robert Siean
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Orchids 101 - April

There will be no Orchids 101 this month due to the OOS Orchid Show.

Orchids 101 - May
Orchid Doctor Special

Now you have enjoyed your new orchids from the Show for a while, you may have come across some
not-so-welcome guests that came with your purchase. Hopefully you have kept them quarantined
away from your collection. It is recommended to quarantine for at least 6 weeks. What to do now?
Bring your pictures or your plants IN SEALED PLASTIC BAGS - zip lock bags are the best - for
identification from our Orchid Doctor, Margaret Haydon and friends. Browse a compilation of the
latest information on Pests and Diseases and how to control them.

Jan Johns
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Jean Hollebone's Presentation on the Vallarta Botanical Gardens

Photo taken by Jean Hollebone. Jean speaking about The Vallarta Botanical Gardens
to the OOS Members. Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Thanks to Jean Hollebone for her interesting presentation and pictures of The Vallarta Botanical
Gardens in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. This 65 acre Botanical Garden features the tropical flowers and
plants of Mexico including native orchids and a commercial vanilla garden. A few years ago JT
Hartung of the Garden made a presentation to the OOS about the Garden and as a result, the OOS
made a donation for use in Conservation activities. As thanks the Garden placed a ceramic tile of the

OOS Logo that was made in our honour for our contribution. Almost like owning a piece of the
gardens!
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OOS Logo on a tile The OOS tile position on the floor.

Orchid conservation and propagation is a focus of the Garden's mission. These can be found on trees

throughout the grounds and in the Conservatory. Other notable collections include bromeliads,
agaves, cactus and wild palms.

The Vallarta Botanical Gardens were selectedin2013as one of the ATop 10 No

Gardens Worth Traveling Foro by the North Americ
Tourism Award Jury (a program managed by the Canadian Garden Council).
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Home Fertilizers and Tonics

So you have a small orchid collection and you want to try something a little bit more organic to fertilize
or pick up your orchids? Well here are a few home fertilizers and tonics:

1. Coffee

Take the remainder or make a pot of coffee with real ground coffee beans. To this add 4 times the
quantity in the pot to cold water. Add 1 teaspoon of Apple Cider Vinegar. Allow to sit a while then
water your orchids. This can be used once a month as a tonic or pick me up.

2. Egg Shells

Take 12 egg shells and grind them up finely. Put them inl litre of water, bring to boil. Then soak them
overnight. Strain off liquid and water the orchids once a month. This adds Calcium, Potassium and
Protein.

3. Cowd Milk
Take 1 part cowd s ilk o 4 parts of water. Water orchids. Use a fortnight/month.

4. Teabags
Sprinkle contents on top of pot once a month.

5. Molasses
Use 1 teaspoon of Molasses to 1 litre of water and water once a month.

6. Epsom Salts
Take 1 teaspoon of Epsom Salts, dissolve in 2 litres of water. Use once a month.

7. Potatoes or Rice Water

After cooking either potatoes or rice drain into a container. Refrigerate. When you are ready to use it
allow it to come to room temperature before pouring it into the orchid pots. Use once a month, rice
water contains Vitamin B. Potato water contains Calcium and Potassium.

8. Coconut water

Use as a supplement for your orchids. Mix 50 ml coconut water (not canned Coconut milk) in 1 litre of
water and use once a fortnight. You can water it in or use as a spray. It contains Potassium, Sugars,
Proteins, Sodium, Calcium, Magnesium, Iron, Copper, Sulphur and Phosphorus. It also contains
Oxins, Cytokinins and other elements.

9. Lemon Juice

Use 5 ml lemon juice to 5 litres of water as a foliar feed. If using as a pour on this will reduce alkalinity
only for a few hours and will not change the pH of the mix. The addition of lemon juice is an energy
and carbon source for your orchids. Helps produce stronger root systems. Use once a month.

These are just a few of the more common ingredients that can be used. There are quite a few more.
Whilst | have not used some of these, | have used Epsom Salts, Molasses and Coffee, Milk and
Lemon Juice. Milk can be also used as a fungicide spray. As with anything new, you might like to trial
some of these on just a few plants.

Barbara Haywood - Orchid Culture and Advise Australia
https://www.facebook.com/groups/517675161643713/?fref=nf
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Neofinetia falcata Culture

Neofinetia falcata Neofinetia falcata shutennou

Light: Neofinetia falcata requires bright light. For best success, the plants can be grown on a shaded
south or on a west windowsill to bloom. Plants may be grown on an east windowsill with some
morning sun. To grow under lights, place the top of the plants 4 to 6 inches from the fluorescent light
(four T8 tubes or 2 t5 tubes will do). A minimum of 12 hours under lights is suggested all year round.

Temperature: Neofinetia falcata can tolerate a wide range of temperatures. In the summer time, the
plants can tolerate temperatures up to 30°C. To grow in this temperature, strong air movement is
required. During the winter, give your plants a resting period by watering less. Neofinetia can tolerate
very low temperatures such as 4°C, as in parts of their natural habitat in Japan. However, watering
should be very light under cold conditions. This resting period will help to promote vigorous growth in
the spring. Growing near a window may be a good spot where the temperature is cooler. Most people
are successful growing them under normal households conditions year round.

Potting: Neofinetia falcata is traditionally potted in special Neofinetia pots, using a quality New
Zealand sphagnum moss. New Zealand Moss is highly recommended over Chilean sphagnum moss.
In our experience, when Chilean moss is wet, it is too wet for the plants and when the moss is dry, it
is too dry for the roots. In addition, Chilean moss breaks down at a quicker rate. The centre of the pot
may be potted using regular short moss however the final finish should be done with a long strand
and higher grade moss. Traditional Neofinetia potting uses a weaving technique for the final finish
and the longer moss is ideal for this. When potting, ensure that there is either a hole or styrofoam in
the bottom center of the potting medium to provide aeration to the nearby roots. Furthermore, moss
should be mounded as much as 3 inches above the pot, allowing the roots to dry faster The plants do
much better using this potting method and it is very worthwhile to learn this technique both for the
vitality of the plant and for appearance. Potting in the traditional method enhances the aesthetic
beauty and presentation of the plants, a very important trait in Japanese Neofinetia culture. The
plants simply look much better!

Watering: This is the most critical part of Neofinetia culture as most plants are lost due to over
watering. Neofinetia must be completely dry before watering. This means that the moss must be
completely dry on the outside and the inside. You can test this by inserting your index finger into the
hole at the bottom of the pot as mentioned above (potting section). During the winter months, the
plants can be kept drier for longer periods of time. On sunny days, the surface moss may be misted in
the mornings.

14



Fertilizer: Fertilzer is not a large concern for Neofinetia. You may try a dilute solution once a month
except in winter.

A note about variegation:

Some Neofinetia with variegated leaves have specific light requirement in order to maintain the
variegation in the leaves. There is no fast rule for shima or random striped varieties. Tiger stripes are
an exception. Yellow tiger stripe types must be grown in high light to bring out the yellow colour.
White tiger stripe varieties, require a lower amount of light to maintain and to bring out the
variegation. Some varieties have more yellow leaves than the other types and sometimes the leaves
are almost completely yellow. These plants should be grown in a shadier place in order to encourage
green growths.

Neofinetia is not a difficult orchid to grow. We would be more than happy to help you with any aspects
of their culture and to understand the many varieties of this fascinating plant. In addition, we can
provide assistance in teaching you the traditional Neofinetia potting technique.

Copyright © 2016 FLORA PECULIA https://florapeculia.ca/
Thanks to Terry Kowalczuk, Flora Peculia for his permission to publish this in our Newsletter.

Monthly Checklist for March and April

Cattleya

Although March is, in many parts of the country, still a cold and blustery month, the lengthening days
and warmer temperatures allowed by increased light are long-awaited harbingers of the coming
change of season. Some of the best standard cattleyas of the year will be in bloom, or will be
blooming soon. The last of the winter-flowering hybrids will join the earliest of the spring hybrids in a
wonderful display. Be on the alert for senescing sheaths that need removal. If these yellowing
sheaths are not removed, the moisture they trap can lead to bud rot. Careful removal of the sheath
will allow the buds to develop, although they will need additional support. Changing light conditions
can also be a problem in March and April. An exceptionally bright day, especially immediately
following a rain, can lead to sunburn of the foliage if shading is not attended to properly. There can
still be periods of dull days where spikes can weakened owing to the lower light. Lengthening days
will mean increased metabolic rates necessitating increased water and fertilizer. The plants will
indicate needs by drying more rapidly, which means more frequent watering and fertilizing.

With the passing of the season for winter bloomers, and the beginning of the season for spring bloom,
it is also the time to be on the lookout for plants that will need potting after they bloom. Immediately
after blooming has proven to be the best time to repot winter and spring flowering cattleyas. In most
cases, they will be ready to grow roots, so if potted at this time, they will root right into fresh mix with
little or no setback.
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Cymbidium

Plants should be putting on a spectacular show this time of year. Adjust all staking and twist-ties and
be on the lookout for aphids, slugs and snails. Give adequate water because flowering strains the
plants. As new growths appear later, increase the nitrogen level in the fertilizer. Should a plant loo
healthy but not be blooming, try increasing the light during the next growing season. The number-one
reason for no flowers is lack of light.
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Cymbidium Magic Mountain photographed at Longwood
Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas

Dendrobium (Australian)

These hard-cane Dendrobiums will be at their flowering peak now. It is not unusual to see a specimen
of this type in an orchid show boasting 1,000 flowers. The secret with this group - bred primarily from
Dendrobium kingianum and Dendrobium speciosum - is to provide ample water, fertilizer and light
during the growing season.

Lycaste
This genus of superb orchids will be coming to the end of its flowering season. Soon you will see the
beginning of new root growth, which is an excellent time to repot into fresh media. As new growth

emerges, provide ample fertilizer and water. A sign of good culture is an increase in the size of
psuedobulbs with each successive year.
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Miltoniopsis

This marks the beginning of the flowering season. Amazing displays of color will dazzle the grower
over the next few months. Prepare your plants for optimum display by staking spikes (if needed) and
cleaning off the older yellow foliage. Do not miss the wonderful fragrance as the flowers unfold.

Miltoniopsis Martin Orenstein shows off a beautiful waterfall pattern on its labellum.
Photographed at Longwood Gardens in early April. © G. Allikas

Paphiopedilum

March is the beginning of the season of heaviest potting for lady's-slipper orchids. However, it is a
month where the volume of plants needing attention is still small. It is an excellent month to take the
time to work with your paphiopedilums before the pressure of other potting prevents you from doing
the thorough job you should. Look at each plant: Is it clean of dead and dying foliage? Is it weed free?
Does it need potting? Is it in spike? Does it have an insect problem? Cleaning and restaging your
paphs is one of the most satisfying tasks of the orchid year. Cleaned and potted paphiopedilums look

happy.

The summer-blooming types will be showing the first of their buds in March and April. Be on the
lookout for the buds, as well as any insect pests that may have found their way into the crowns of
your plants. It is especially difficult to clean mealybugs, in particular, once they have become
established in the plant. Better to get to them before they get a good toehold.

Increasing light levels should give emerging spikes the strength they need to grow straight and
strong. Do not be too anxious to stake the spikes, because if they are staked too soon, the flowers
may develop a "nodding" stance, where the dorsal will not stand upright. If the spikes seem to
develop at an angle, let them, and stake after the flower has hardened for best carriage, especially on
the hybrids with fairieanum background.
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Phalaenopsis

In most of the country, March is the peak blooming month for phalaenopsis. Staking needs to be
carefully attended to, so that the flowers will be displayed at their best for orchid shows and judging --
even those intended for your home will look best if properly staked. One of the most decorative
aspects of phalaenopsis spikes is the way they gracefully arch. If not staked properly, the spike will
lack this grace and will not be as pleasing. Most growers like to have the final support just below the
first flower, allowing maximum support, without sacrificing the beauty of the arching spike.

Rapid-growing spikes and open flowers place extra demands on the plant. Careful monitoring of
watering and feeding will give the plants the energy they require to give their best floral display.
Remember, too, that the lengthening days will also increase the frequency at which plants need
water.

Beware of the invasion of sucking pests that accompany the flowering season. Flowers and spikes
are favorite targets of mealybugs and scales. Be on the look out for their presence, often indicated by
the appearance of sooty mold resulting from the exudate of the bugs, and treat before flowers or buds
are too advanced. If flowers and buds are too far along, the chemical treatment may damage or abort
them.

Pleurothallids

Members in this large and increasingly popular group will be looking their best now. If plants are not
in flower, the next few months provide an excellent time to divide if needed or repot into fresh mix.
Taking care of these tasks now will allow enough time for your plants to become established before
the hot weather arrives.

Masdevallia Highland Monarch 'Free Spirit'
AM/AOS photographed at Parkside Orchids.
Ottsville, Pennsylvania © G. Allikas

The AOS thanks Ned Nash and James Rose for this essay.
American Orchid Society - www.a0s.com
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Best of Show Table

Cattleya Life's Melody

(Cattleya Circle of Life x Cattleya Magic Melody)
Grown by Masa Matsuo

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

Photo taken by Arlene Lang

Member 6s Choi ce

Angulocaste Olympus (Angulocaste Apollo x
Lycaste Sunrise) 'Sun Dawn' AM/AOS
Grown by Maria Martins

Judged by Barbara Wysocka

Photo taken by Arlene Lang
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Photos taken by Arlene Lang

#1 #2 #3 #4

#9 #10 #11 #12

#13 #14 #15 #16
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