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President’s Message
Hi Everyone,
I hope you enjoyed last month’s presentation by Terence Groszeibl from Forestview Gardens in Abbotsford, BC. I particularly liked the fact that he focused
on the details of his growing advice and pictures of his greenhouse setup, rather than showing too many photos of different plants. I am expecting to see
some outstanding paphs on the show table next year and as he said, they make
the perfect houseplants.
Those of us who were able to take the bus trip to Montreal on March 25 had
an excellent day despite the snow, and it is interesting to compare the Montreal show with our own. They have a very different location in a CÉGEP college
rather than a curling rink (much warmer, with more light!), but many of the
same vendors participate in both so there are some familiar faces! Thanks to Barbara for putting on the OOS
display, and thanks to all who provided plants.
Our Show is coming up very soon now. Hard to believe it is a whole year since the last show – sometimes it
seems like only yesterday! We had our meeting with the RA Centre staff a few days ago to finalize the arrangements for catering, setup, etc., and now we are “all systems go” for the big day. If you have not already
done so, please make sure you sign up as a volunteer – as you know, we cannot put on the show without
your help, and the more you are involved the more fun you will have. Even if you can only manage an hour or
two, every bit helps! (See elsewhere in Spike for details.)

Dave Cooper

See you at the Show!
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At the Montreal Show...gathering together before the bus ride
home—tired but happy with orchid purchases! Thanks to Marcel
Carrière for getting us in quickly with a bulk senior ticket
purchase. A few members aged rapidly!
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Reflections on our March Presentation: Paphiopedilum…The Ultimate House Plant
(notes by Jan Johns—approved by Charlotte and Terry)
Terry Groszeibl of Forestview Gardens in British Colombia presented an engaging
and informative talk on the culture of Paphiopedilum at our March meeting. The
following notes outline the presentation.
There are 8o+ species all in the range of South East Asia, but there are over 23,000
hybrids. The various subgenera were outlined. The first to be cultivated was the
Paph venustum in 1816. New species are still being found. All are considered endangered and cannot be taken from nature. Therefore, please be careful that you
purchase your Paph from a reputable dealer.
Information was presented on several topics:
Light and Shade
•
•
•
•

Terry assists with the purchase of
a paph from Forestview Gardens

Avoid full sun: 700-1200 foot-candles (multiflorals need 1200, mottled leaves 700) – must shade if in south window
If they get too much sun, leaves turn yellowish
Seedlings are raised at a lower light than mature plants
Grow well under artificial lights (12 hours a day) – need good air circulation to prevent overheating

Temperature and Humidity
•
Intermediate conditions
•
15-18°C at night; 20-23°C during day; difference of 5°C between day and night, the mottled leaf types prefer the
higher side of this range
•
Smaller seedlings can be grown at higher temperatures: 20-21°C night; 24-26°C day
•
50-70 % humidity is best – you can use a pebble tray with water to increase humidity locally, better not to mist

Watering
•
When in doubt, don’t water; don’t let them stand in water
•
Water in the morning
•
Let dry down to 1/3 of the potting mix (use a moisture metre) before watering
•
Water left in the crown for more than 24 hours will do damage, but if it dries out before then, no worries
•
Water quality is important; it should be 6-7 pH with low salts (iron, chlorine)
•
You can use demineralized or distilled water, but then you must use a fertilizer with micronutrients
Plant Nutrition
•
Must be dilute – plant only uses 20-30% of what we provide
•
Avoid overfeeding especially the Brachypetalum subgenera and any young seedlings
•
Use a balanced formula with micronutrients (cal, mag 6:2)
•
Generally, 12—2—14 (like MSU) and 7—11—27 when in spike and close to flowering
•
Feed every other watering when actively growing (150-200 ppm TDS)
•
Avoid fertilizing when dry or when stressed
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Potting and Re-Potting
•
Remove pot and shake off all old mix – mix becomes acidic on decomposition and roots cannot absorb water/
nutrients
•
Terry now uses Orchiata (and sells it) after his first trial went very well (30% better growth). It is more expensive, but is long-lasting, holds its moisture and is coated with lime (dolomite). It does not need soaking before
repotting and changes repotting times from 1-1 ½ years (bark mix – 70% fine bark, 20% sphagnum moss, 10%
coarse perlite, 3 g /cubic feed of dolomite limestone) to 2-3 years (Orchiata: 6-9mm)
•
Don’t use fertilizer just after re-potting as the plant is stressed
Pests and Diseases
•
Purchase healthy established plants and spray with insecticidal soap once a month
•
Paphs have few pests and are relatively resistant to viruses
•
Prevention is important – if an infestation occurs, getting rid of them takes at least 3 applications
•
Constant air circulation is critical – an oscillating fan will mix the air around well – avoid using fungicides
Blooming
•
Must be blooming size
•
Hybrids will bloom whenever
•
Many do not bloom every year
•
Key conditions – light, temperature, fertility (reduce watering and feeding a little during the winter rest (NovDec), when over 26°C do not fertilize, water with clear water)
•
Paphs require patience to bloom!

Crowds gather around
Forestview Garden
offerings

UPCOMING EVENTS FOR THE OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY
PROGRAM NOTES
April: No meeting...Easter Weekend… and we are all preparing for the OOS Show April 22-23, 2017
May: Marilyn Light will discuss the “Secrets of our orchids”. Carlos Fighetti, who was our initial speaker, had to cancel
as our meeting is in conflict with the AOS Trustees and IPA meetings; we will try to re-book him at a later date.
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MONTREAL ORCHID SHOW RESULTS
The Montreal Show was a great success and many of our Ottawa Orchid Society members attended. Those on the
bus enjoyed a good day out… with plenty of room for their purchases (of which there were many). Barbara Wysocka
kindly took her own plants and those from Bev Burtnyk, Michael Barker, Cana Balay, André Couture, Janet Johns and
Angèle Biljan, using them to prepare a beautiful display for the OOS. Our display won a 3rd. Thank you to all who
contributed plants and congratulations to Barbara and those listed below who won ribbons with their orchids – the
competition was fierce! Photos by Barbara Wysocka (BW) and Jan Johns (JJ)
Grower

Award

Orchid

Bev Burtnyk

2nd
2nd

Cattlianthe Jewel Box 'Scheherazade'AM/AOS
(Guarianthe aurantiaca x Cattleya Anzac)
Phalaenopsis Be Tris (Phalaenopsis Be Glad x Phalaenopsis equestris)

3rd

Phal. Kaoda Twinkle 'Chocolate Drops' AM/AOS (photo 3—JJ)

Michael Barker

3rd

Aerangis James G. Coyner (Aerangis citrata x Aerangis fastuosa)

Cana Balay

3rd

Oncidium Brennan Scott Barfield ‘Mother’s Day’ (photo 1– JJ)

3rd

Phalaenopsis No Name (mini) (photo 2—JJ)

1st

Paph. haynaldianum

2nd

Ctyh. Netrasiri Fine-Green

2nd

Paphiopedilum Lady Sand (Paphiopedilum Lady Booth x Paphiopedilum
sanderianum)
Phalaenopsis Sogo F2351

André Couture

Angèle Biljan

2nd
2nd
2nd

Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Beagle 'orchidPhile' HCC/AOS (Phalaenopsis venosa x Phalaenopsis Perfect Ruby)
Tolumnia Jairak Rainbow

Left: OOS Display (3rd place) (BW)
Bottom Left: Photo 1 (see table above)
Bottom Centre: Photo 2 (see table above)
Bottom Right: Photo 3 (see table above)
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OOS SHOW TABLE FOR MARCH 19, 2017
CLASS JUDGED BY
Cattleya Alliance

PLACE
1st

Judged by Joyce Medcalf
2nd
3rd
Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum

1st
2nd

Judged by Joyce Medcalf
3rd

NAME

OWNER

Rhyncholaeliocattleya Memoria Irene Feil 'Ruby Red'
AM/AOS (Cattleya Pink Doll x Rhyncholaeliocattleya
Odom's Sweetheart)
Cattlianthe Jewel Box 'Scheherazade'
AM/AOS (Guarianthe aurantiaca x Cattleya Anzac)
Cattleya Miva Remi 'Marie' (Cattleya Miva Sombra x
Cattleya Miva Reine)
Paphiopedilum Lady Sand (Paphiopedilum Lady Booth
x Paphiopedilum sanderianum)
Paphiopedilum Delrosi 'Sugg' (Paphiopedilum delenatii
x Paphiopedilum rothschildianum)
Paphiopedilum venustum Hybrid

PHOTO
#

Monique
Savard

1

Bev Burtnyk

2

Bev Lethbridge

3

Angèle Biljan

4

Lynne Guimond
& Santos Peixe
Angèle Biljan

5
6

1st

Phragmipedium Grande (Phragmipedium longifolium x
Phragmipedium humboldtii)

Bev Lethbridge

NP

1st

Oncidium Twinkle (Oncidium cheirophorum x
Oncidium sotoanum)
Oncidium Point Wood (Oncidium Wildwood x
Oncidium Tiger Point)
Oncidium Evelyn (Oncidium Vuylstekeae (1904) x
Oncidium noezlianum)
Dendrobium Hybrid

Rita Shand

7

Lynne Guimond
& Santos Peixe
Rita Shand

NP

Angèle Biljan

8

Dendrobium Rainbow Dance (Dendrobium Kurenai x
Dendrobium unicum)
Dendrobium Fortune x Dendrobium Star Sapphire x
Dendrobium Princess Asai
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Beagle 'orchidPhile' HCC/AOS
(Phalaenopsis venosa x Phalaenopsis Perfect Ruby)
Phalaenopsis Sogo Jessica (Phalaenopsis Liu's Twilight
Rainbow x Phalaenopsis Sogo Rostris)
Phalaenopsis japonica

Angèle Biljan

9

Rita Shand

NP

Angèle Biljan

10

Asif Islam

11

Bev Burtnyk

NP

Bev Burtnyk

12

3rd

Phalaenopsis Be Tris (Phalaenopsis Be Glad x
Phalaenopsis equestris)
Phalaenopsis Taida Twinkle

Lanny Morry

NP

Miniature

1st

Leptotes bicolor

Angèle Biljan
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Judged by André Couture

2nd

Angèle Biljan
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Miscellaneous

3rd
1st

Dendrobium lichenastrum
Aerangis James G. Coyner (Aerangis citrata x Aerangis
fastuosa)
Tsubotaara Melinda Marie 'Blue Fairy' (Pabanisia
Eva's Blue Amazon x Zygonisia Cynosure)
Maxillaria variabilis
Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Beagle 'orchidPhile' HCC/AOS
(Phalaenopsis venosa x Phalaenopsis Perfect Ruby)

Angèle Biljan
Michael Barker

NP
15

Angèle Biljan

NP

M.J. Ferrari
Angèle Biljan

NP

Phalaenopsis Sogo F2351

Angèle Biljan

Phragmipedium
Judged by Joyce Medcalf
Oncidium Alliance
Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd
3rd

Dendrobium Alliance

1st

Judged by Joyce Medcalf

2nd
3rd

Phalaenopsis
Judged by André Couture

1st

2nd
2nd
3rd

Judged by André Couture

2nd
3rd

Best in Show
Judged by André Couture &
Joyce Medcalf
Member's Choice
Judged by Adeline
Jeejeebhoy

Ornithocephalus bicornis

NP

Member's Choice: The yellow colour is beautiful. The flowers look so tender. Photographs on following pages by Lanny Morry
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1 (LM)

4 (LM)

8 (JJ)

12 (LM)

2 (LM)

3 (LM)

9 (LM)

13 (LM)

7 (LM)

6 (JJ)

5 (JJ)

10 (LM)

11 (LM)

14 (LM)

15 (LM)

Left: Marcel Carrière assists with
Forestview Gardens sales.

Right: Marilyn Light is surrounded by
questions during Orchids 101
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Joyce Medcalf, Judge, gives members information
on one of the orchids. André Couture also judged
for us at the March meeting and Marcel Carrière
acted as Head Clerk. Thank you to our dedicated
judges and clerks! (photo by Lanny Morry)

Angèle Biljan with her Member’s Choice Winner, Phalaenopsis
Sogo F2351 (inset). Angèle’s Phalaenopsis Tying Shin Beagle
'orchidPhile' HCC/AOS (Phalaenopsis venosa x Phalaenopsis
Perfect Ruby) also won as Best in Show. (photo by Lanny
Morry)

ORCHIDOPHILIA 2017: SHOW NOTES
STILL WANT TO VOLUNTEER?
You can email (johnjns@sympatico.ca) or phone (613-749-0614). Co-Chair Janet Johns would be happy to add your name. Also, family members and friends
are most welcome to help out. This is your show. It will only be successful if
you volunteer your time.
Co Chair: Janet Johns

NOTES TO VOLUNTEERS
The floor will be cold so please wear warm socks and sensible shoes. The RA
restaurant is open until midnight and open for breakfast at 7:00 a.m. for eat in
or take out. We (the OOS) provide dinner on Friday, breakfast and lunch on
Saturday and lunch on Sunday for volunteers only in the hospitality area. If anyone would like to join us for dinner at the RA restaurant after the show on
Saturday (5:30 p.m.), please let Marcel (chipwendover@videotron.ca, 613673-1807) or Janet (johnjns@sympatico.ca, 613-749-0614) know so that they
can give the staff numbers to expect.
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ORCHIDOPHILIA 2017: SHOW NOTES (continued)
VENDORS LIST NOW POSTED
The list of vendors who are going to be at the show is now available at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/
vendors2017.pdf . Sadly Glen Decker (Piping Rock) and Carri Raven (orchidPhile) will not be joining us this year due
to unexpected difficulty obtaining export permits.

MEMBERS’ TABLE
If you have plants for sale at the Members’ Sale Table at our 2017 Show, please read the Guidelines for registration
and fill out this plant list Form before you bring them to the RA Centre. These documents are available on the OOS
website and linked to this page. Each plant must be well-rooted, healthy and have two (2) plastic tags; one with the
plant’s full name; the second, your name, the corresponding number from your plant list and the sale price. Because
the first question a buyer asks is, “What does it look like?”, a small photo of the flower attached to the pot or to a tag
in the pot will help sell your plants. You can try Google for images and print a small picture.
The plants or other items for sale must be delivered with the plant list and tags to the sales table between 2:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m. on Friday, April 21, 2017.
Questions? Contact manongarrett@gmail.com or at 613-808-6581.

Manon Garrett

FRAGRANT ORCHID DISPLAY
Dear OOS Members,
Have you noticed that some of your orchids have wonderful perfume fragrances? Please take the time to give a sniff.
Some orchids are fragrant in the morning, and others later in the day or at night.
The scents vary a great deal. Some are sweet, floral, musky, and even ‘stinky’. No matter how your orchid smells, as
long as it does have a scent, please consider putting it in the Fragrance Exhibit at our upcoming annual show. The orchids in that category are not judged for appearance, but only for their scent (freshness, character, complexity and
intensity). They will be judged Friday evening, and then again on Saturday morning. The judges will be:
•

Ed Lawrence (formerly head of the Governor General’s Greenhouses and resident gardener on Radio Noon call
in show on Mondays, 12:30 – 1:00 p.m.), and

•

Mark Dabrowski (Floral designer for the Governor General’s Greenhouses).

You can submit your orchid to be judged in other categories simultaneously, as long as they are placed in the Fragrance Exhibit. This exhibit provides our visitors to the show with the educational opportunity to learn more about
orchids, so we hope you will help by putting your fragrant orchids in this exhibit.
Ann Smutylo

WANTED: SAD PHALS
Have you got a phal (or know friends who have a phal) that needs help? Jan and Janet would appreciate a few sad
phals desperately in need of re-potting or TLC to demonstrate at the show during the COC webinars. Please bring
them to the COC presentation area on Friday or Saturday. Ensure they are sealed in plastic if they look really sick, and
NO infestations please as we are not dealing with pests!
Jan and Janet Johns
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ENTERING PLANTS IN THE OOS EXHIBIT AT THE SHOW
The OOS display is a key element of the Show. To provide a beautiful display, we need your blooming
orchids to create the display. Please bring your plants to the RA Curling Arena on Friday April 21, 2017 from
2:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. We encourage members to bring plants as early as possible.

Pre-Registration of Orchids for the OOS Show, April 22-23, 2017
If you have some orchid(s) that are blooming and would like to submit them, please pre-register. The deadline to pre-register is Wednesday, April 19 at the latest and your orchid(s) must be dropped off prior to 6:00
p.m. on Friday April 21, 2017 at the RA Curling Arena. We need the following information for each orchid
submitted:
•
•
•
•
•

type of orchid,
the full name,
the colour of the flower,
the size of the flower measured by the width, and
whether it has an award associated with it.

If your plant has a name tag, most of this information will be found on it. Please email Bev Burtnyk at
Blair.Burtnyk@sympatico.ca with a CC to Jean Hollebone at jean@hollebone.ca and Henry Steger at
hsteger@bell.net with your information. We need this information to help us save time for registration,
classification and to prepare name tags for your orchids. This is also done when we have out of town displays for different Orchid Society Shows.
If you are not sure whether or not your orchid(s) will be blooming, we will still accept them at the RA on Friday April 20th before 6:00 pm. Registration and name tags will be done there. Thanks for your help in this
matter and we look forward to seeing your lovely orchids at the show.
Please contact Bev Burtnyk at 613-739-1941 if you wish to drop off your plant on Thursday April 20, 2017.
Preparing your plants for the Show at home:
1.

Please check that your orchids are free of pests.

2.

Clean foliage using warm water mixed with milk, not a plant shine product. Wash the leaves, cut away
spent blooms and dead foliage. Stake the flower inflorescence to show off your blooms for the best
possible view.

3.

Label the plant pot with your name and phone number using masking tape. This is important to
prevent mix-ups and loss of plants.

Registering plants for the Show:
•

Take your plants directly to the OOS table which will be just inside the main arena entrance. The OOS
exhibit team of volunteers will register the plants for you. Bring a list of your plants, printing the label
name clearly. This will be appreciated by the OOS exhibit team.

•

OOS registration closes promptly at 7 p.m. Plants will not be accepted after this time.

Note: The plants for Fragrance must be taken to Ann Smutylo at the Fragrance Exhibit where it will be
registered for Fragrance and also for the class in which the plant belongs. Each Fragrance class plant will
therefore have two tags.
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At the end of the Show:
•

Please pick up your plant(s) promptly at 5:00 p.m. on Sunday April 23, 2017. Take down is fast and
at this point everyone is tired and wants to go home, so please pick up your plants as soon as possible.

•

Please initial the registration Master Sheet for the plants that you pick up.

Plants registered in the Fragrance Exhibit will be picked up at the Fragrance Booth. All others will be at
the OOS Display.
Once you get your plant home, please water and re-stake them as required. They might be thirsty after
the show.
Bev Burtnyk

DISPLAYS
Those of you who have a few plants from your collection in flower are encouraged to enter them in the
OOS display or the Fragrance Display – see page 10– but don’t forget that you can also enter your own display. We now have a guideline available in the website (under the Shows tab) that covers the various aspects of entering a display, at http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/Entering_a_display.pdf. You don’t
need to have a large number of plants to enter. Class 1 is for displays with 1-5 plants and is ideal for those
with only a few plants in bloom. Entering gives you a chance not only to show off your orchids but also to
show off your artistic talents. If not this year, then please think about it for next year.
Dave Cooper

PUTTING AN EXHIBIT IN A SHOW by Inge Poot
Jean Hollebone received a comprehensive guide to Putting an Exhibit in a Show by Inge Poot, an AOS judge,
active member of the Southern Ontario Orchid Society and until last Sunday, the Secretary of the COC. I
have given you an outline here as it is a long article and very comprehensive. I would be glad to send the
full article to you if you would like it. Please send an email request to janet.johns@sympatico.ca
Putting an Exhibit in a Show by Inge Poot (Outline)
Preparing Plants for Exhibiting: This section includes
•
•

•
•

tricks for making sure plants orient properly (to be done long before the show)
detailed notes on staking, transporting
cleaning up the plant and leaves
how to get rid of pests and what not to bring to the show
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Doing a display
1. Table-top and floor displays
•
the golden rule,
•
focal points,
•
colour,
•
rhythm,
•
placing flowers,
•
adding artifacts (not so much) and water features (with provisos)
2. Basket displays
•
convenience,
•
placement,
•
cautions
3. Finishing displays
•
what green plants not to use,
•
moss – more or less,
•
pots and driftwood
Labels
•

legible with no abbreviations,

•

subdued colour with contrasting pen

FOR ADDITIONAL HELP WITH BUILDING DISPLAYS, CHECK OUT INFORMATION ON THE
CANADIAN ORCHID CONGRESS WEBSITE AT
http://canadianorchidcongress.ca/cocplan/showdisplay/
MEMBERS’ CORNER
We have many new members to welcome just in time for the Show! Please look out for them at the show
and during our May meeting: Marie-Josée Bergeron & Louis Savard, Lida Koronewskij, Germain Larose,
Wendy Simmons, Owen Sparey & Stephanie Hurman, and Louise Brule-Sirois & Norman Sirois. I encourage
all of you to share what you do and what you have learned, anything orchid related directly to our new
members.
•

Put an article of interest in Spike.

•

Send your pictures to Facebook (manon.garrett@gmail.com).

•

Send me an email by the first of the month to share book reviews, article reviews, even webinar reviews. I look forward to hearing from you at janet.johns@sympatico.ca.
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UPCOMING ORCHID SHOWS
April 7 - 9: Orchid Society of Alberta: Orchid Fair Show & Sale, Enjoy Centre, 101 Riel Drive, St. Albert AB
April 8 - 9: Les Orchidophiles de Québec: Orchidofolie 2017, Pavillon Envirotron, Université Laval, 2480 Blvd. Hochelaga, Sainte Foy QC
April 21 - 23: Ottawa Orchid Society: Orchidophilia at the RA Centre, 2451 Riverside Drive, Ottawa ON
April 29 - 30: The Toronto Artistic Orchid Association Show: CICS (Centre for Information and Community Service),
2330 Midland Avenue, Scarborough ON (N.W. Of HWY 401/Midland)
June 3 - 4: Foothills Orchid Society: The 2017 Calgary Orchid Show at Triwood Community Centre, 2244 Chicoutimi
Drive N.W., Calgary AB

Upcoming AOS Webinars
•

Tuesday April 18 at 8:30 p.m. EDT Greenhouse Chat with Ron McHatton (general public)

•

Thursday April 20 at 11:00 a.m. EDT Judging Seminar: Nomenclature with Jean Ikeson (members only)

•

Thursday April 20 at 1:00 p.m. EDT Judging Seminar: Research Sources for Orchid Judges (members
only)

•

Thursday May 11 at 8:30 p.m. EDT Orchid Aquarium/Terrarium Culture with Daniel Geiger (members
only)

Note: Webinars are recorded and available for viewing anytime after the event. Some are restricted to members only. To register, go to http://www.aos.org/orchids/webinars.aspx

EDITOR’S NOTE
Many thanks to Lanny Morry for stepping in and doing the photographs for the Show Table in March and to
Barbara Wysocka for putting on our Montreal Display and sending the results. Results for the Quebec show
will be in the May Spike.
Thank you also for all those who have sent notices for the Show. The immense amount of work going on in
the background is truly awesome. Thanks to our Show Chairs, Dave Cooper and Janet Johns, and the team
of hard workers who make the Show work! As usual, many thanks to Joyce Medcalf for her work on nomenclature of our Show Table and to Arlene for proof-reading this missive—thank goodness she is back! See you
all at the Show.
Jan Johns
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