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We had previously announced that Peter Lin of California would be our April
speaker. Unfortunately, due to unforeseen circumstances, it seems that Peter
will not be able to come to our meeting, and so we thought, with the show so
soon after our meeting, why not build a little excitement?
In April, we're lining up experienced members of the Ottawa Orchid Society and
getting down and dirty, litterally, actually. We'll hold a series of informal, orchidrelated workshops. To start, we've lined up Jean Hollebone, who will be
erecting the society's display at the show this year. She'll show you how to
prepare your plants for show, whether you're entering them in the show or just
want it to look nice at home. We'll also talk about repotting, which is after all
tops on the list of things to do with a new plant. And best of all, this will be a
hands on workshop! So why not bring one of your own healthy and bug free
plants, and repot it with us? We'll provide the potting material and might have
some pots on hand, but we are asking you to bring in your own pot, just in case
we don't have one that fits your plant's roots. We are currently working on lining
up the rest of our presentations, but this promises to be a fun meeting, so join us
and get excited about the show with us!

Orchids 201: Grooming Plants - Presentation by Marilyn Light
Time: 12:30 to 1:00 pm sharp
Showing our orchids to best advantage should be our goal. How to do this will
be demonstrated. So easy to do and good cultural practice also.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our monthly show
table.

The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
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We have been having beautiful weather and our 29 annual show is just a bit more than a week away. Yup, NEXT
WEEKEND! Hopefully many folks have their yard and garden work well in hand and will be able to come to our show
next weekend. If you haven’t done so already, be sure to tell your friends of our show. We have found that the best
advertising we can have is the “word of mouth” sort. If you need a show poster, you can download the color poster
found on our Society web site: http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/2010show.html . These posters are available
on our Society website in both English and French.
There continue to be pockets of show activities where we still need help. Further
volunteers are needed to help with Admissions, Hospitality, Plant Check and Visitor
Services.
Janet Johns is looking after the plant check for our show and desperately needs
more volunteers to make this a viable service. This needs no experience. If you
can use a stapler, you can do this and provide a great service for our visitors who
will be encouraged to buy more orchids if they can keep their purchases in a safe
place. Not only does this help the public and vendors but it ensures that people
looking at the displays do not have to deal with unwieldy bags that could very well
knock orchids off the displays; it helps security keep an eye out for people with
itchy fingers and makes it easier for photographers to take the perfect orchid shot.
If you can help, it would be greatly appreciated. Please contact the person looking after the specific area. They will
be pleased to hear from you.
Admissions: Sylvie Girard: tel. # 613-725-9304, e-mail: sylviegirard@msn.com
Hospitality: Geraldine Hebert: tel. # 613-521-4460, e-mail: Hebert.geraldine@gmail.com
Plant Check: Janet Johns: tel. # 613-749-0614, e-mail: johnjns@sympatico.ca
Visiter Services: Joe Hruska: tel. # 613-821-4306
There will be volunteer sign-up sheets at this coming Sunday meeting. Remember, volunteers are admitted free of
charge into the show and get a chance to preview what vendors and members are bringing in for sale. Food and
drinks in the hospitality area are also free of charge to all show exhibitors, vendors, and volunteers. These are just
some of the perks for helping out.
If you are a member of the Ottawa Orchid Society and would like
to sell some of your plants, you may do so through the
Members’ Sale Table; however, members are limited to 20
plants irrespective of size or sale price. Details regarding what
you must do and the form to use have been posted in the March
Spike.
ORCHIDS NEEDED FOR THE OOS DISPLAY
Jean Hollebone will be putting together the Ottawa Orchid
Society display. She has a great idea for a display and is ready
with her little team of volunteers to create a magnificent display
that we can all be proud of. However, to achieve this, Jean will
require your blooming orchids. If you have blooming orchids and
will not be erecting a personal exhibit, bring Jean your plants, by
wagon, car or bus. She has provided details regarding what to
do further on in this newsletter. If you have anything like what
the chap on the right has to lend to our exhibit, we would be only
too happy to help you transport such specimens to the show.
Hope to see you at the show!

Rick Sobkowicz,
President and Spike Editor
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Entering Plants in the OOS Exhibit at the Show
The OOS display is a key element of the Show. To provide a beautiful display, we need your blooming
orchids. Please bring your plants to the Nepean Sportsplex anytime on Friday afternoon (April 23rd)
before 7 p.m. Those who cannot meet the 7 p.m. deadline ( which is one hour before plant registration
closes) can drop their plants off at Jean Hollebone’s house, (1176 Castle Hill Cres off Maitland between
Baseline and the Queensway), on Thursday evening.
1. Preparing for the Show:
1. Please check that your orchids are free of pests
2. Clean foliage by washing the leaves, cutting away dead leaves and spent blooms. Stake the flower
inflorescence to show off your blooms to the best possible advantage.
3. Label the plant pot with your name and phone number. This is important to prevent mix-ups and loss.
Registering for the Show:
4. Members are responsible for registering their own plants if you wish your plants to be judged for
ribbons and other awards. If you need help in determining the class your plant goes in, see persons at the
registration desk. (See Schedule, Classes, Rules, and Awards publication found on the Society’s web
site, http://www.ottawaorchidsociety.com/combined_schedule_2010.pdf . This publication will be on
hand at the show registration desk on Friday.
5. If you know the full name of the plant(s) and the Class in which each is to be assigned as per the OOS
web site instruction, you may pre-register by sending this information to Henry Steger, at
hsteger@eisa.com before Noon, Friday April 23rd, 2009. Please also copy Jean Hollebone at
jhollebone@sympatico.ca. Pre-registration is highly recommended.
6. If you are unable to pre-register, complete a registration sheet at the Registration Desk and give it to
the registrar for input. You are advised to come well before 6 p.m. as this helps both Registration
and those setting up the exhibit.
Note: The OOS display number is 403. The registrant’s number is assigned at the time of registration.
7. Once your plant is registered, you will be given a printed plant tag with the exhibit number. Please bring
your plant(s) and the plant tag(s) to the OOS exhibit worktable.
At the OOS exhibit
8. A volunteer will ask you to sign in on the OOS display registration sheet (your name, your plant’s
name and it’s tag number) and will indicate where to leave your plant.
Note: If you are also registering a plant for fragrance that plant will not be located in the OOS exhibit but
will be placed in the fragrance booth. The fragrance display number is 405.
When the Show ends at 5 p.m. on Sunday
9. Please come and pick up your plant(s) promptly at 5 p.m. on Sunday. Take down is fast and at this
point everyone is tired and wants to go home. Those who have lent props and other supplies are asked to
pick them up at this time also.
After the Show:
10. Water your plants when you get home and re-stake as required. They will be thirsty after the Show
and ready for a drink!
That’s it. Enjoy the Show. Good luck to all.
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Show Table for March 21, 2010
CLASS JUDGED BY
Cymbidium Alliance
judged by André Couture
Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by André Couture

Phragmipedium
judged by André Couture

PLACE
1st

NAME
Cymbidium Nokia ? or maybe Nioka ?

OWNER
Rita Shand

1st

Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin

Janet Johns

2nd

Paphiopedilum chamberlainianum
x Paphiopedilum henryanum

Theresa Lafleur

3rd
3rd

Paphiopedilum wardii var alba
Paphiopedilum Maudiae
'Clair de Lune' x Paphiopedilum Mini May
Phragmipedium richteri

Theresa Lafleur
Theresa Lafleur

Angèle Biljan

2nd
3rd
3rd
1st

Phragmipedium Beauport
(Phragmipedium sargentianum x
Phragmipedium Hanne Popow {4N})
**Cuitlauzina pulchella
(syn. Odontoglossum pulchellum)
**Cuitlauzina pulchella
(syn. Odontoglossum pulchellum)
Oncidium Riverwood
Dendrobium Akazukin
** 'Jung'
Dendrobium Seigyoku 'Queen' HCC/AOS
Dendrobium Brazil Pink
Dendrobium gratiosissimum
Doritaenopsis Long Pride Fancy

2nd
3rd
3rd
1st

Phalaenopsis Monte Carlo
**Doritaenopsis Sogo Gotris 'Flora Ark'
Phalaenopsis Timothy Christopher
Neostylis Lou Sneary 'Blue Bird'

Michael Lum
Angèle Biljan
Angèle Biljan
Marlene Young

1st

Angèle Biljan

2nd
1st

Microterangis hariotiana
(syn. Chamaeangis)
Dendrobium aberrans
Ida ciliata x Lycaste macrobulbon

1st

Bulbophyllum falcatum **

Terez Paksi

2nd

Angèle Biljan

3rd
1st

Coelogyne salmonicolor
( was Coelogyne bella)
Bulbophyllum lobbii
Phalaenopsis no name

1st

Acronia bivalvis (syn Pleurothallis)

Joyce Medcalf

Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin

Janet Johns

1st
2nd

Oncidium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

1st
2nd

Dendrobium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

Phalaenopsis Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

Vanda Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Miniature
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Lycaste
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Miscellaneous
judged by Joyce Medcalf
and André Couture

Novice
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Pleurothallis Alliance
judged by André Couture
Best in Show
judged by André Couture
and Joyce Medcalf

3rd
1st

Angèle Biljan

Theresa Lafleur
Theresa Lafleur
Angèle Biljan
Margaret Haydon
Margaret Haydon
Terez Paksi
Terez Paksi
Marie Gauthier

Angèle Biljan
Marlene Young

Terez Paksi
Margaret Roberts
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Member's Choice
judged by Julie Mertens

Cattleya Scheherazade 'Dark Waters' ?)
( was Sophrolaeliocattleya Scheherazade)

Roy Johns

** All plant names with asterisks (**) indicate a name change made to the owner’s plant name tag. Owners are
requested to please make the change to their plant name tags. Thanks go to our show table coordinator, Jean
Hollebone, our show table judges, and to everyone who brought plants to this month’s show table. Congratulations
to all our plant ribbon winners. Special thanks to Joyce Medcalf for checking the accuracy of all plant label names
and updating names where changes have been made in nomenclature.

And now we are pleased to present Arlene Lang’s photographs of the March show table.

Above, on left, Janet Johns and Roy John holding their respective Best in Show and Member's Choice
winners. On right, Janet Johns’ Best in Show plant winner, Paphiopedilum Saint Swithin.

Above on left, Roy John’s Cattleya Scheherezade 'Dark Waters' (?) was the March Member's Choice plant
winner. On right, Julie Mertens is selecting the Member's Choice winner with the Society president, Rick
Sobkowicz, holding up Roy’s beautiful orchid plant.
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Above, from left, André Couture judging the Cymbidium Alliance; in centre, Joyce Medcalf judging one
of the other alliances; and, on the far right, an unnamed Phalaenopsis owned and grown by Margaret
Roberts.

Above from left, a close up image of Bulbophyllum falcatum owned and grown by Terez Paksi; in centre,
another view of Terez’s Bulbophyllum falcatum; on far right, Ida ciliata x Lycaste macrobulbon owned
and grown by Marlene Young.

Above from left, Cymbidium Nokia ? or maybe Nioka ? owned and grown by Rita Shand; Acronia bivalvis
owned and grown by Joyce Medcalf; and, Microterangis hariotiana owned and grown by Angèle Biljan
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Above, from left: Dendrobium Akazukin 'Jung' owned and grown by Margaret Haydon; Phragmipedium
richteri owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Neostylis Lou Sneary 'Blue Bird' owned and grown by
Marlene Young.

Above, from left: Doritaenopsis Long Pride Fancy owned and grown by Marie Gauthier; Cuitlauzina
pulchella owned and grown by Theresa Lafleur; and, Dendrobium Seigyoku 'Queen' HCC/AOS owned
and grown by Margaret Haydon.

Above, from left: Phragmipedium Beauport owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Phalaenopsis Timothy
Christopher owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Coelogyne salmonicolor, owned and grown by
Angèle Biljan.
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Above, from left: Dendrobium gratiosissimum owned and grown by Terez Paksi; Paphiopedilum wardii
var alba owned and grown by Theresa Lafleur; and, Phalaenopsis Monte Carlo owned and grown by
Michael Lum.

Paphiopedilum (Maudiae 'Clair de Lune' x Mini May) owned and grown by Theresa Lafleur;
Paphiopedilum (chamberlainianum x henryanum) owned and grown by Theresa Lafleur; and,
Bulbophyllum lobbii owned and grown by Terez Paksi.

From top left: Doritaenopsis Sogo Gotris 'Flora Ark' owned and grown
by Angèle Biljan; Dendrobium Brazil Pink owned and grown by Terez
Paksi; Oncidium Riverwood owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, on
the left (bottom), Dendrobium aberrans owned and grown by Angèle
Biljan.
All March show table photos taken and provided by Arlene Lang.
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Montreal Orchid Show - March 27th - 28th , 2010
The Montreal Orchid Show, organized by Les Orchidophiles de Montréal was an outstanding success this year.
Congratulations to the organizing committee and all the volunteers who worked so hard; it was all worth it.
This year the Ottawa Orchid Society put up an exhibit of 24 orchids. The exhibit was put up by Glenn Hansen,
André Couture and Steve Mockler. The orchids were kindly provided by: Terez Paksi (6), Theresa Lafleur (5), Ian
Phillips (3), Roy John (2), Marlene Young (2), Janet Johns (2), Margaret Haydon (1), Rita Shand (1), Marie Gauthier
(1) and André Couture (1). Members received 9 ribbons for the following orchids:
st

1 Place
Phalaenopsis Malibu Bistro – Ian Phillips
Cymbidium Nokia – Rita Shand
Lycaste Lasioglossa – Marlene Young
Rsc. Hawaiian Prominence ‘America’ – André Couture
nd

3rd Place
Paphiopedilum Berenice – Janet Johns
Osmoglossum pulchellum – Theresa Lafleur
Dendrobium farmeri - Terez Paksi
Phalaenopsis Smart Thing – Ian Phillips
The OOS display was given a third place.

2 Place
Dendrobium Thyrsiflorum – Terez Paksi
Thank you to all who provided plants and special thanks for the wonderful team that erected the bOOS display.

UPCOMING EVENTS – 2010
April 24-25
May 8-9
2011
Nov. 14-23

***************
th

Ottawa Orchid Society 29 Annual Show at the Nepean Sportsplex, 1701 Woodroffe
Avenue, Ottawa, Ont.
Vancouver Orchid Society Annual Show, Richmond Winter Club, 5540 Hollybridge Way,
Richmond, B.C.
World Orchid Conference, Singapore 2011, “Where Old and New Orchids Meet”. Start planning
now. http://www.20woc.com.sg./site/

***************

Quebec City Orchid Show – April 10th - 11th, 2010

The Ottawa Orchid Society participated at this show with a Society exhibit (see photo below, taken by Michael
nd
nd
MacConaill) in the class of 6-15 plants and won a 2 place ribbon in this class as well as a 2 place ribbon for a
visiting society exhibit. Here are the OOS plant winners in the Society exhibit:
st

1 Place
Paphiopedilum Berenice - Janet Johns
Cattleya walkeriana - Janet Johns)
Cattleya Tropical Sunrise 'Patience' HCC/AOS - André Couture
Cattleya Mildred Rives 'Orchidglade' FCC/AOS - Marilyn Light
Phragmipedium Mem. Eileen Coyle 'Easter Morn' - Marilyn Light
Phalaenopsis (Bedford Innocence x Rong Guan Amah) - Marilyn Light

rd

3 Place
Phal. Sogo Ibis 'Pixie' - Marilyn Light

Marilyn Light entered a personal exhibit in the Educational
Class. Here are her results:
st
Educational Exhibit (Marilyn Light) - 1
rd
3 for Exhibit in class of 1-5 plants
rd
3 Epi. pseudepidendrum - Marilyn Light
rd
3 Epi. Candy Dandy - Marilyn Light
Many thanks to Marilyn Light for coordinating all the work
in getting plants and things together and for erecting the
Society display. Many thanks to all who helped make this
society exhibit a success. Ours was a very popular exhibit
with visitors.
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LAST MINUTE ANNOUNCEMENTS
MAY MONTHLY MEETING
Informal orchid workshops are being planned to be held at the May meeting. If there is a specific
interest to hold a particular workshop, do p lease let Julie Mertens, our Program Co -ordinator, know
as soon as you can so that she can try to accommodate members’ requests. Her contact particulars may be
found on the front page of Spike.

TOUR OF MEMBERS’ ORCHID GROWING AREAS
During the summer months, the Society organizes tours of members ’ orchid areas, whether a
greenhouse, lean-to, solarium, or some dedicated space in a person’s home. If you would like to
open your orchid grow area, please contact Rick Sobkowicz as soon as you can in order to discuss dates and
times for your open house. The information on the “open house” tours will be posted in the June Spike.

CONVERSION OF OLD ORCHID SLIDES AND FILM
At the last meeting, Hans Bode, a long time member of the Ottawa Orchid Society , dropped of
several boxes of slides and several reels of film of orchids a nd some of the earliest orchid shows held by the
Ottawa Orchid Society. Is there any member in the Society who has the time and tools to screen and process
this material into CD format? If so, contact Rick Sobkowicz (613 -825-0827 / e-mail:
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com ). The film of our earlier shows could be something of interest to members and
shown at one of our monthly meetings if it could b e converted into a more “modern” format.

OOS MEMBER WINS TABLE TOP OF RIBBONS AND AWARDS
As detailed in the March Spike, Theresa Lafleur won a lot of ribbons and awards for her plants that she
provided for the Ottawa Orchid Society display set up at the Orchid Society of the Royal Botanical Gardens’
th
(OSRBG) orchid show held in Hamilton, Ontario this February 27-28 past. At the March meeting, Jean
Hollebone, who set up the OOS display at the Hamilton show, erected a table displaying Theresa’s numero us
awards and ribbons from the OSRBG show. One especially striking trophy was a trophy of a Phalaenopsis
inflorescence carved into a solid trunk segment. The winner’s name is inscribed on a brass plate and this plate
is screwed into the side of this trophy with brass plaques of the previous years’ winners. Arlene Lang took
photos of this table, shown below. Congratulations, Theresa, and, thank you, Jean, for setting out this lovely
tribute to Theresa.
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GETTING READY FOR THE SHOW – GROOMING ORCHIDS
© Marilyn HS Light 2010
Consider ourselves in the role of a job seeker. We learn of a good employment opportunity, research the employer,
their goals, objectives, workplace culture, and craft an application letter showing how our training and experience
are well suited to the position. So when we submit the letter, why do we not first check it for typos? When we turn
up for the interview, why is our grooming less than appropriate for the position? Is it any wonder that we will not be
offered the job if even our letter lacks care and attention?
Consider showing orchids. We know when the show is scheduled and that there will be an opportunity to enter
orchids in either the society exhibit or a display of our own. We read the show schedule including rules and
deadlines. We know that our orchid is a blooming beauty. It may or may not win a special award but everyone is
sure to admire it. We have plenty of time to groom the plant so why, when we get to the show, are there still old
dead flowers amongst the foliage, or leaves spotted with lime? Why is the inflorescence staked with a rusty coat
hanger and bright yellow ties? Why is the pot dirty? Grooming the orchid would greatly improve its appearance.
Grooming is about preparing orchids for a show but good grooming should be a regular practice consistent with
having a healthy collection. Grooming also shows that you care about your orchids and pay attention to their
wellbeing.
START with the pot – Use a damp paper towel to wipe away algae, dirt and lime. Be prepared to re-wipe the pot
when you bring the plant to the show.
Staking should begin when inflorescences are still flexible. Apart from supports used in transport, stakes/ties should
not detract from the flowers. Avoid using rusty wires, a mixture of colours or old and new stakes together. Ties
should be discrete: cute glittery clips should be avoided when showing a plant.
Remove dead foliage and spent blooms. Use a sharp sterile knife or clippers to cut dead inflorescences. Aging and
dead foliage can be removed using a sterile blade: never tear off old leaves. The final ‘look’ should be a clean
uncluttered plant with the flowers drawing attention, not a dead leaf.
END with the foliage – Use a new paper towel wetted with water or a little diluted milk to gently clean the leaves,
one by one, moving from the base toward the tip. Do not rub. If there are lime spots, use diluted lemon juice to
reduce the spotting then follow with plain water and a final wipe with milky water. Use a new towel for each plant.
Label plants, hand print required information or register orchids electronically before the show.
Your effort may be rewarded with ribbons but your well groomed orchids will show everyone how much you care
about your orchids and viewer enjoyment.
Good luck at the show.
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Bugs: This orchid had been infested with bugs. Removal of only visible pests did not eliminate the
problem as we can see (arrows).
Dirty Pot: Wiping a pot with a damp cloth cleans up dust in a jiff.

Inflorescense: Use tweezers to remove spent flowers and debris within dense inflorescences. Check for
bugs.
Old Leaves: Clean out loose dried foliage from the base of the plant.

Staking: Stake inflorescences as they form to avoid having crooked stems. Use the same colour or type
of stake for all stems.
Taisuco: Remove or cover visible markings or price tags from exposed pot surfaces.
All photos by Michael MacConaill
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