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Tired of growing coleus, geraniums, impatiens, marigolds, and petunias in your
backyard. As an orchid aficionado, what you would really like to grow in your
back or front yard is a magnificent colony of Cypripedium candidum or maybe
Cypripedium calceolus or a great big clump of Cypripedium regina but you don’t
know what to do. Well have we got a treat for you! This month’s speaker is
Caroline Constabelle of Planteck Biotechnologies of L'Assomption, Quebec
who will be speaking on “Growing Hardy Orchids in the Garden". We've
learned that there are many native orchids growing in our area. However, many
of these have stringent needs best accommodated in their native habitats. But
there are hardy orchids, artificially propagated, that you CAN grow in your very
own backyard. Come to the April meeting and learn what you can do to have
these beautiful orchids grow in your garden. Pictured below, from left:
Cypripedium candidum, Cypripedium calceolus and Cypripedium regina.
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NOTE: There will be no Orchids 101 this month as Marilyn Light will be at
'Orchidofolie' in Québec City putting up the OOS exhibit.

April 25th & 26th - Ottawa Orchid Society’s 28th Annual
Orchid Show at the Nepean Sportsplex.
Don’t forget to tell your friends and others about the biggest and most beautiful
orchid show in north-eastern Ontario. Visit our Society’s website for a show
admission discount coupon and further details on our show.

Don’t forget to bring your blooming orchids to our
monthly show table.
The Ottawa Orchid Society meets every third Sunday of
every month from September to May inclusive
at 1:30 P.M. at the Tom Brown Arena, 141 Bayview, Ottawa.
Guests are welcome.
MEMBERSHIP: $25 from September 1 - August 31.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT (AND EDITOR)
th

This is an especially hectic period for many in the Society with our upcoming 28 annual orchid show less than 10 days away. If
you have not already volunteered to help with the show, we are still looking for volunteers to assist with a number of functions. If
you have orchid plants you may no longer wish to own, don’t forget that we will have a Members’ Sale Table expressly for OOS
members who may wish to sell plants from their collection. See the newsletter on the Society’s web site regarding what you need
to do to prepare your plants for sale. More importantly, we will need your blooming orchids for the Ottawa Orchid Society display.
Don’t be shy or over critical of your orchid. Many members feel their plants are not good enough to be displayed but experience
has shown that plant owners can be unduly negative. We have had many instances where members had to be coaxed to put a
st
plant into a Society display and were delightfully astonished when their plant won a 1 place ribbon or a rosette for “Best in
th
Class”. Bring what you have to the Nepean Sportsplex on Friday (April 24 ) where Society members will be working on the OOS
display. There will be members to assist you as to what to do. In the website newsletter there are instructions as to what you
need to do with your orchids before bringing them to the Sportsplex.
Please do follow these instructions and hope to see you on Friday, April
th
24 with your contribution. One Board member remarked that there are
approximately 130 members in the Society and that it would be nice to see
each person bring at least one blooming orchid for the OOS display. What
a display we would have if this were to happen.
At the March meeting Marilyn Light gave a first class presentation on
growing orchids from seeds. To the many members who asked, “Yes, it
really is as easy as Marilyn described what is involved.” It truly is a
wonderful experience to produce your own cross, especially when the
result is a beautiful flower. On the right is one example of one of Marilyn’s
personal crosses, Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle (Elizabeth Castle x schlimii).
This cross is named in memory of Marilyn’s mother-in-law and the blooms
have the scent of roses. This cross produces blooms sequentially that are
absolutely beautiful. If the subject of propagation is of interest to you, the
Society library has some excellent reference materials on growing orchids
from seed. The book written by Marilyn Light is highly recommended.
A special thanks is extended to the OOS members who have made a
special effort over the past 8 months to making sure that the Ottawa
Orchid Society is represented with a society display at out-of-town orchid
society shows. The winter months especially are hard because of the
distances involved when we have very cold temperatures and
unpredictable road conditions. Nevertheless, since October 2008, the
OOS has participated at six distant shows and will be participating at one
more out-of-town show (Quebec city) this coming weekend. This is a
record number of attendances by the OOS, perhaps the first time that we
have participated at so many shows in one year. It would be wonderful if
we could continue doing so. Perhaps this is something new members can
undertake to do beginning next fall. Have a look during our annual show at
how exhibits are put together and what is involved. The exhibits can be of
simple design or quite elaborate creations, traditional with a generous use
of moss or something quite modern. What exhibits do you find appealing?
How would you do things differently? Do you want to create a “natural”
setting or is this desirable if the orchids come from many different parts of
the world and laboratories. The person responsible for the exhibit decides
what props, if any, are used and how plants are displayed to best
advantage. Do you want to set up your display on a table or on the
ground? Do you want the orchids to be viewed just from the front, or from
two or more sides? Further on in this newsletter (website copy) you will
find pictures of the OOS display at two out-of-town shows put together by
two different teams of OOS members. What do you think of these exhibits?
What would you do if you were setting up the exhibit? Setting up the OOS
exhibit at other orchid societies’ shows is a wonderful way of further
appreciating the world of orchids, meeting new people, seeing new things,
and getting to add new orchids to your collection that you may not normally
find at our show or among our members. Don’t be shy or afraid to getting
involved. You may find the experience very rewarding and enjoyable.

Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle (Elizabeth Castle x
schlimii), a cross produced by Marilyn Light. Photo by
Michael MacConaill.

Above, Marilyn Light giving her presentation on
propagating orchids from seed. On the table are the
instruments and materials used by Marilyn to create
some of the beautiful crosses she has made in her
home.

Rick Sobkowicz
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SOCIETY BULLETIN BOARD
LIBRARY CORNER
Jane Thompson, our current librarian, will be stepping down from her current role as Society librarian at the end of May 2009.
We will require a Society member to take on the role of librarian if we are to continue with a library service. If you would be
interested in taking on these responsibilities, please inform Jane Thompson or one of the other Board members of your
interest. Responsibilities entail holding the Society’s library in your home, bringing books and other items in the Society library
to monthly meetings, purchasing new materials within the limit of the Library budget, and looking after the sign out and return
of books, periodicals, and tapes. As Society librarian, you are a member of the Board of Directors and have input into Board
decisions affecting the Society. This is a fun job, you get to meet and know a lot of the Society members, and if you have
trouble sleeping at nights, you will not find yourself short of reading material.

FOR SALE
Robert St-Jean has a division of Cattleya skinneri 'Heiti Jacobs' FCC/AOS for sale @ $100
(Cdn.) if anyone is still interested. Divisions of this plant sell in the U.S. at $150 (U.S.).
Robert’s e-mail address is Rob.St-Jean@NRCan-RNCan.gc.ca / tel. # 819-827-8149 if you wish
to contact him. On right is a photograph of a cluster of flowers of this plant. In the February 2009
Spike, Rob had a photograph of the entire parent plant in full flower. If you are looking for an
orchid that will grow into a beautiful specimen plant, this is an excellent example. The plant
requires intermediate temperatures and blooms in Spring. It requires medium to high levels of
light.

FOR SALE
Brand new and never-installed but ready-to-be-installed K-Lux 150 watts high pressure sodium compact flood light worth
close to $100 but will let go at $35 (negotiable) if someone could use it. If interested, contact Bertrand Daigneault at
819-682-.2993 or by e-mail: brdaigneault@videotron.ca .

FOR SALE
From Joseph DiCiommo (tel.#905-389-9339, e-mail: joseph.diciommo@3web.net): Joe writes to us that at the recent
orchid show held in London, Ontario, he had a Bulb. Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry FCC/AOS which won “Best in Show” and
“Best Specimen Plant” with ~ 20 spikes. Joe has a division of 4 bulbs from another large plant for $30. Also at the
London show, Joe had a Phal. Nobby's Amy which was awarded an HCC/CCM 'DR.DAVID DI CIOMMO' with over 125
mini flowers! He has similar plants available for sale at $25.00. He also as 6” pots of Phal amabilis in bloom with one or
two spikes for $32. Quantities are limited but pre-orders can be placed and Joe will bring your plants with him to the OOS
show.

From left: Bulb. Elizabeth Ann 'Buckleberry FCC/AOS, Phal amabilis, and Phal. Nobby's Amy 'DR.DAVID DI
CIOMMO' HCC/CCM/AOS. All photos taken by Joe DiCiommo at the London Orchid Society orchid show.
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SHOW TABLE JUDGING RESULTS – March. 15th, 2009
Class / judged by
Cattleya Alliance
judged by André Couture

Place
st
1
2

nd

2

nd

3rd
rd

Cypripedium Alliance
Paphiopedilum
judged by André Couture

Phragmipedium
judged by André Couture
Oncidium Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

3
st
1

2

nd

2

nd

Vanda Alliance
judged by André Couture

Miniature
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Lycaste Alliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf
Angraecum / Aerangis
judged by André Couture
Novice
judged by Joyce Medcalf

Angèle Biljan

Paphiopedilum* Helvetia (chamberlainianum x
philippinense)
Paphiopedilum Delrosi 'Suzy'

Janet Johns

Linda Schopf
Angèle Biljan

Angèle Biljan
Ela Kesik

Lynn Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Theresa Lafleur
Marilyn Light

nd

Phragmipedium* Saint Peter (Eric Young x longifolium)
Burrageara Nelly Isler (Burrageara Stefan Isler x Miltonia
Kensington)
Oncidium Riverwood *
Dendrobium Akazukin* 'Jung'

Angèle Biljan
France Tremblay

nd

Dendrobium chrysotoxum*

nd

Dendrobium Ainsworthii x ?
Dendrobium antennatum*

rd

Dendrobium Seigyoku 'Queen' HCC/AOS
Phalaenopsis no name

Lynn Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Karim Mattar
Lynn Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Margaret Haydon
Janet Lang

nd

Doritaenopsis Brother Chameleon 'DeLeon's Wish'
Phalaenopsis no name
Phalaenopsis Brother Spring Danc
Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Aventurine
Nakamotoara* Edwin Hausermann (Ascofinetia Peaches x
Vanda cristata)
Ascocenda Tavivat 'Sweet Fragrance'(Ascocenda Meda
Arnold x Vanda denisoniana)
Microterangis hariotiana

Michael Lum
France Tremblay
France Tremblay
Sam Chan
Terez Paksi

Lycaste cruenta

André Couture
Lynn Guimond &
Santos Peixe
Janet Lang

2
st
1

2
rd
3

Phalaenopsis/
Doritaenopsis Alliance
judged by André Couture

Rhynchosophrocattleya Yen Corona 'Green Genie'
AM/AOS*
( was Brassolaeliocattleya)
Guaricyclia* Kyoguchi 'Happy Field' HCC/AOS
(was Epicattleya)
Sophrocattleya* Purple Cascade 'Beauty of Perfume'
HCC/AOS
(was Laeliocattleya)
Cattleya schroderae
Paphiopedilum Berenice

Paphiopedilum Maudiae
Phragmipedium Memoria Eileen Coyle

2
st
1

2

Owned / Grown by
Helgi Fatovic

rd

3
st
1

nd

Dendrobium Aliance
judged by Joyce Medcalf

Plant Name
Epidendrum* (caligarium x self) (was Oerstedella)

3
st
1

2
nd
2
rd
3
rd
3
st
1
2

nd

1

st

1st
1

st

Jumellea arachnantha

1

st

Phalaenopsis no name

2

nd

3

rd

Rhynchosophrocattleya* Yen Corona 'Green Genie'
AM/AOS**
(was Brassolaeliocattleya)
Dendrobium kingianum

Angèle Biljan
Helgi Fatovic

Linda Schopf
Angèle Biljan

Janet Lang

Sam Chan
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Class / judged by
Member's Choice Award
Judged by Janet Johns
Best in Show Award
judged by André Couture
and Joyce Medcalf

Plant Name
Dendrobium Akazukin** 'Jung'

Owned / Grown by
Helgi Fatovic

Burrageara Nelly Isler (Burrageara Stefan Isler x Miltonia
Kensington)

France Tremblay

Thanks to our show judges. Congratulations to all the winners for well cultured and beautiful plants on this month’s show table. Thank
you to all the members who brought their blooming orchids to the April show table. Thank you, Marilyn Light, for vetting the
nomenclature.
Please note that all plant names shown with a * indicate a correction or change has been made to the name on the plant
owner’s name tag. Winners please make changes to your plant name tags where corrections or other changes have been
made.
Jean Hollebone is the show table coordinator. If you have any questions or comments concerning the show table or the show table
judging, please direct your comments and questions to Jean.

From left, André Couture and Joyce Medcalf with show table award winners, France Tremblay (in red top) and her “Best in
Show” award plant Burrageara Nelly Isler and Helgi Fatovic with her “Member’s Choice” winner Dendrobium Akazukin**
'Jung'.
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From left, Burrageara Nelly Isler (Burrageara Stefan Isler x Miltonia Kensington) owned and grown by France
Tremblay and “Best in Show”; Dendrobium Akazukin 'Jung' owned and grown by Helgi Fatovic and “Member's
Choice” award winner; and, Lycaste cruenta owned and grown by André Couture. All photos by Arlene Lang.

On left, March show table with Joyce Medcalf on left judging the show table plants, Jean Hollebone, Show Table
Coordinator, and Rick Sobkowicz, designated Show Table “Pick-Them Upper”. On right, Phrag. Mem. Eileen Coyle,
a cross made and grown by Marilyn Light. Compare this bloom photographed by Arlene Lang with the earlier flower
grown on the same plant photographed by Michael Michael MacConaill.

From left, Epidendrum (caligarium x self) owned and grown by Helgi Fatovic; Phalaenopsis without name owned and
grown by Janet Johns; and, Dendrobium Seigyoku 'Queen' HCC/AOS owned and grown by Margaret Haydon. All
photos taken by Arlene Lang.

6

Paphiopedilum Berenice owned and grown by Ela Kesik; Dendrobium (Ainsworthii x ?) owned and grown by Karim Mattar; and,
Phalaenopsis Yu Pin Aventurine owned and grown by Sam Chan. All photos by Arlene Lang.

From left, Nakamotoara Edwin Hausermann (Ascofinetia Peaches x Vanda cristata) owned and grown by Terez Paksi;
Paphiopedilum Helvetia (Paph. chamberlainianum x Paph. philippinense) owned nd grown by Janet Johns; and, an
unnamed Phalaenopsis owned and grown by Janet Johns. Photos taken by Arlene Lang.

Phragmipedium Saint Peter (Phrag. Eric Young x Phrag. longifolium) owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and
Dendrobium chrysotoxum owned and grown by Lynn Guimond & Santos Peixe. Photos taken Arlene Lang.
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From left, Ascocenda Tavivat 'Sweet Fragrance' (Ascocenda Meda Arnold x Vanda denisoniana) owned and grown by
Linda Schopf; Microterangis hariotiana owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Paphiopedilum Maudiae, Theresa Lafleur.
Photos by Arlene Lang

From left, Rhynchosophrocattleya Yen Corona 'Green Genie' AM/AOS owned and grown by Janet Lang; Oncidium Riverwood
owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Phalaenopsis no name owned and grown by France Tremblay; and, Guaricyclia Kyoguchi
'Happy Field' HCC/AOS owned and grown by Linda Schopf. Photos by Arlene Lang.

Sophrocattleya Purple Cascade 'Beauty of Perfume' HCC/AOS owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; Cattleya schroderae
owned and grown by Angèle Biljan; and, Dendrobium antenatum owned and grown by Lynne Guimond & Santos Peixe.
Photos by Arlene Lang.
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Bertha Burrows-Boucher
We are saddened to report that Bertha passed away peacefully on March 24, 2009 in Arnprior at the age of 80. Bertha was a wonderful
lady with many interests and a founding member of the Ottawa Orchid Society. Her membership number was 13. She was quite active
in the Society for many years and was the Society’s editor from the very beginning until February 1986 when Bill Arthurs took over.
Bertha was the first Society member to win an AOS award (May 12, 1979) with her Paphiopedilum Nisgually 'Bertha Burrows' (Paph.
appletonianum x sukhakuli) which won an Award of Merit (AM/AOS) of 82 points (see color insert photo of plant below).
According to Bertha’s sister, Madeleine (Oin), Bertha fell in love with orchids and bought her first orchid plants in the early 70’s. She
had no difficulty
growing these orchids
(mostly cattleya
orchids) but had an
impossible time
getting them to bloom.
She was interviewed
by an Ottawa Citizen
reporter which
resulted in the article
on the left being
published Nov.17,
1976 in which Bertha
is identified as a
woman seeking help
to get her orchids to
bloom. This was a
wonderful time when
a person could have
their home phone
number published in
the Ottawa Citizen
and not worry about
crazies calling you. A
number of people
contacted Bertha,
meetings followed,
and the Ottawa
Orchid Society was
formed. According to
Bertha’s sister,
Madeleine, Bertha
had a daughter and
two sons. Bertha was
growing orchids
throughout different
parts of her home,
including beneath the
water tank of her
toilet. When her
orchid collection
reached a certain
size, Bertha did what
any mother in her circumstances would do. Yup, she moved
…continued on next page
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her daughter into the bedroom occupied by her
two sons converting her daughter’s bedroom into
an orchid grow room and the two boys were
banished into the basement.
Bertha grew hundreds and hundreds of orchids of
vatious genera and also loved travelling abroad.
She often visited England where she became
acquainted with leading orchid growers.
A few years later, as an Ottawa Citizen article
published April 24, 1983 attests, Bertha learned
how to bloom her beloved orchids very
successfully and would win many ribbons and
prizes at orchid shows.
Bertha was a delight to know and a wonderful
Society member. She looked forward to receiving
her Spike in later years and kept in touch with a
few of the older members always interested to
know what was happening in her Society. She will
be missed by those who knew her.
Our sincerest sympathy to Bertha’s family and her friends in the Society on
her passing.
Your editor would like to express his deep gratitude to Bertha’s sister,
Madeleine, who met with Rick and provided the newspaper clippings and
stories shared with you here regarding Bertha’s obsession with orchids. It was
a delight meeting and speaking with you, Madeleine.

********************
UPCOMING EVENTS - 2009
April 17-19:

'Orchidofolie' in Québec City (Les Orchidophiles de Québec) which will be held in the Envirotron, Université de Laval,
Québec. (Marilyn Light is erecting an OOS display.)

April 25-26:

Ottawa Orchid Society’s 28 Annual Show and Sale, Nepean Sportsplex, Ottawa, Ontario. (Jean Hollebone to
coordinate erection of OOS exhibit.) Show hours: Saturday, 12:00-5:00pm; Sunday, 9:00am – 5:00pm.

April 22:

Orchid Exotica, an orchid safari presentation by Ottawa Orchid Society members at the Westboro Real Canadian
Superstore, 190 Richmond Road, Ottawa from 6:30-8:30 pm. Members will guide you through the more popular
types of orchids with a detour through some of the unusual members of the orchid family, all with culture tips thrown
in. Cost: FREE. Orchid specimens will be on display and offered for sale along with orchid growing products.
Register at Customer Services as seating is limited. For more info or to register, call Patricia Wilson at 613-722-5890
ext. 121.

th

For listing of AOS judging dates throughout 2009, see the January 2009 Spike (page 9).
This brings us to the end of the mailed out version of Spike. Ten more pages of photos, news, and articles are to be found on the
newsletter posted on the Society’s web site www.ottawaorchidsociety.com
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THE INTERNATIONAL ORCHID REGISTER
Members wishing to check names of their orchid plants can do so quite easily by going to the link on the internet provided below which
is an online database of orchid hybrids. On this page, you can search by hybrid grex, but there’s also a link at the bottom to another
page where you can search by parent.
http://www.rhs.org.uk/plants/registerpages/orchidsearch.asp
Thanks to Emerson Harkin for this information.

INDIAN VANDAS
In November last year we were in Rajasthan,Central India. When we got up at 5:00 a.m., it was 4
to 5°C. - coat, hat and glove weather. By noon it was 25 to 30°C., tee shirt time. It was very dry
and dusty as the monsoon season (July to September) was long over. I looked but never found any
dew at ground level. To our surprise, the large trees were festooned with Vanda bicolour plants. The
plants were in beautiful condition with bright green leaves and lots of white roots. It was not the
flowering season, but a few plants had flowers [see photo on right]. At home I start to panic if my
greenhouse drops to 12 °C and got very worried on the couple of times it reached 10 °C. I try to
keep it below 30°C, yet Rajasthan can reach almost 50°C at times. I realize our Vandas are a lot
tougher than we used to believe.
Roy & Stephanie John

Vanda bicolour growing in its
natural habitat in Rajasthan,
India region.

RESULTS OF OOS PARTICIPATION AT MONTREL ORCHIDEXPO, MARCH 28TH – 29TH
Thanks to Joyce Medcalf and Marlene Young of our Society and members who provided blooming orchid plants from their personal
collections, the Ottawa Orchid Society was able to erect a lovely floor display with some very beautiful orchids. Below are two pictures
of the Society display, one with our members in the photo to give you a sense of the size of some of the plants. The large plant in the
center of the picture is an unnamed cymbidium owned by Margaret MacNamara which won an award for “Best Cymbidium in Show” as
st
well as a 1 place ribbon.

Photos of the Ottawa Orchid Society display at Orchidexpo in Montreal. The floor display was erected by Joyce Medcalf and
Marlene Young. On right you have Joyce Medcalf and Marlene Young (in brown coat) with Pat Vuurman of Toronto showing the
size of the plants in the display. The large plant in the centre with the long leaves is an unnamed Cymbidium grown and owned
by Margaret MacNamara which won an award for “Best Cymbidium in Show”. The orange orchid on the right in the photos is
André Couture’s Laelia Tropical Sunrise 'Patience' HCC/AOS which received a Certificate of Cultural Merit Award (CCM/AOS) at
nd
this Montreal show. The OOS display received a 2 place ribbon in the class of “Guest Society”.
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Joyce reports that all three had a wonderful fun time at the
Orchidophiles de Montréal show this weekend. On right, our
trio are shown wearing masks in the exhibit area set up for
fragrant orchids. This corner of the show was decorated in a
Venetian theme emphasizing Venice’s enticing perfumes.
Our duo worked hard on Friday at creating an attractive
nd
exhibit resulting in the exhibit winning a 2 place ribbon in
the “Guest Society” category. Many plants in the display won
ribbons. At the beginning of the show, André’s plant was
pulled from the exhibit for AOS judging and this created a
stark hole until the plant was returned into its proper spot.
André’s plant really put a splash of bright color into the
overall exhibit.
OVERALL RESULTS
nd
2 in “Guest Society” Exhibit Category
ANDRE COUTURE
st
1 Laelia Tropical Sunrise 'Patience" HCC/AOS,
CCM/AOS (was awarded the CCM/AOS on Saturday)
MARGARET MACNAMARA
“Best Cymbidium” in Show Award
st
and 1 Cymbidium 'no name'

PAT VUURMAN
st
1 Masdevallia herradurae
nd
2 Bifrenaria Golden Jim

MARLENE YOUNG
1st Tolumnia Vison
1st Lycaste Walnut Valley
3rd Ida fimbriata x Lyc. macrobulbon
3rd Lycaste Imschootiana 'Karen' x self

FRANCE TREMBLAY
st
1 Burrageara Nelly Isler

JOYCE MEDCALF
st
1 Pleurothallis calodictyon

JANET JOHNS
rd
3 Paphiopedilum Booth's Sand Lady

Above, other members’ plants in the OSS display which did not receive ribbons, from left: Doritaenopsis Brother Chameleon
“Deleon’s Wish” owned and grown by Michael Lum; Phalaenopsis Brother Spring Dancer owned and grown by France Tremblay;
and, Sophranthe Ladybug owned and grown by Marlene Young. Photos by Joyce Medcalf.

st

From left, 1 Laelia Tropical Sunrise 'Patience" HCC/AOS, CCM/AOS grown and owned by André Couture;
Masdevallia herradurae grown and owned by Pat Vuurman; and Margaret MacNamara’s unnamed Best in Class winner
Cymbidium.
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From left, Sc. Mildred Rives ‘Orchidglade’ FCC/AOS owned and grown by Marilyn light; Tolumnia Vison owned and
grown by Marlene Young; Paphiopedilum Booth's Sand Lady owned and grown by Janet Johns; and, Masd. Tuakau
Candy “Marsh Hollow” owned and grown by Pat Vuurman. Photos by Joyce Medcalf.

On left is exhibit erected by members of La Sociéte du Saguenay-Lac-St-Jean; on right is an exhibit erected by Mario
Mireault and Jocelyn Thibeault of Les Orchidophiles de Montréal. Photos by Joyce Medcalf / Marlene Young
Many thanks to the following people for contributing their plants to the display: André Couture, Janet Johns, Marilyn Light, Michael
Lum, Margaret MacNamara, Joyce Medcalf, France Tremblay, Pat Vuurman and Marlene Young.
Julie Mertens, our Society Program Coordinator, would like to thank Jean Hollebone and Doris de Margerie for their assistance trying to
organize a charter bus trip to Montreal for Society members to attend the Orchidexpo 2009 show. Notwithstanding the running around
and calling done to make this trip happen, there was an insufficient number of people to make this an affordable trip for all concerned.
The charter bus trip was cancelled leaving it to each individual to arrange for their own transport.
Angèle Biljan of Angel Orchids
st
Angèle participated as an orchid vendor at the Montreal show and was required to enter a personal exhibit. She won a 1 place ribbon
in her class and of the 11 orchids in her display, 10 won ribbons. Here are the results. Congratulations, Angèle. Angèle still can’t
believe the results.
st

1 Place Ribbon
Cymbidium 'Magic Wand'
Den. Burana Jade
Lc. Purple Cascade 'Beauty of Perfume'
Microterangis Hariotiana 'Gold Country'
Oncidium (Bountiful x ensatum)
Phrag. Barbara LeAnn

nd

2 Place Ribbon
Sophro. Canhamiana var. coerulea 'Azure Skies' AM/AOS
Paph. venustum var. album
Oncidium Riverwood
rd

3 Place Ribbon
Dend. Nagasaki x Sailor Boy 'Romance'

13

RESULTS OF OOS PARTICIPATION AT TORONTO ARTISTIC ORCHID ASSOCIATION (TAOA)
ORCHID SHOW April 11th-12th, 2009
Well, we made it under the wire. The TAOA has a ruling that all exhibits at their show must have at least 12 blooming orchids in the
display. Thanks to Janet Johns who provided the remaining flowers for the 12 count, Jean Hollebone and her husband, Bryan, got the
number of orchids required and drove down Friday morning to the Chinese Cultural Center in Toronto where the show was being held
to put up the OOS display. The TAOA members were most welcoming. Jean is always impressed with the care and attention TAOA
members pay their visitors. At one point during set up, Jean nicked her finger and wrapped a tissue around the slight cut. In minutes, 4
TAOA members showed up with bandages and ready to bring Jean back to life. What a team! You can’t get attention like this in any
hospital in Canada. Jean put together a very lovely display as shown in the pictures below. Jean reports that there were some huge
exhibits. The members of the Central Ontario Orchid Society (COOS) had an outstanding display with many beautiful orchids. The
COOC exhibit overshadowed our display which stood adjacent to the COOC exhibit. Notwithstanding the competition, our Society was
able to win a number of ribbons. Here are the results:

st

1 Place Ribbons
Laelia Tropical Sunrise “Patience” HCC/CCM/AOS - André Couture
Dtps. Newberry Parfait “Picotee” AM/AOS, AM/RHS - Betty Warrington
nd

2 Place Ribbons
Iwanagera Apple Blossom - Janet Johns
Paph. Temptation - Janet Johns
Paph. Queen Beer - Janet Johns
Paph. [Macabre x (Shadow Majic x Red Maude)] - Ingrid Pongratz

rd

3 Place Ribbons
Paph. Booth’s Sand Lady - Janet Johns
Paph. Vanda M. Peerman - Janet Johns

Congratulations to our winners and thank you for participating. Special thanks to Jean and Bryan for your role. We regret that Bryan
had to return earlier from Toronto by train and that you had to drive home by yourself, Jean.
On the far left is André Couture’s winning Laelia
Tropical Sunrise “Patience” HCC/CCM/AOS.
Adjacent to André’s plant is Betty Warrington’s Dtps.
Newberry Parfait “Picotee” AM/AOS, AM/RHS. A
special congratulations to Betty who submitted her
st
first plant to an exhibit and won a 1 place ribbon
against some great orchid growers. The plant is
shown her returning home in Jean and Bryan’s SUV.
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LOOKING FOR THE FOLLOWING PLANTS:
A young, orchid aficionado is seeking the following orchid plants for her small orchid collection: trichopilia suavis, catasetum
pileatum, and any lycaste hybrid with large flowers. If you can help Maia to acquire any of these orchids, she would be happy to hear
from you. Her e-mail address is maia_ott@rogers.com .

On left and center is Trichopilia suavis, an orchid species found growing in Costa Rica. at an altitude of 5,000-8,000 feet in a
O
O
region where the thermometer ranged from 10 C-15 C. in oaks ... from 20 to 40 feet above the ground, never lower down. If the
trees to which they affix themselves are thrown down by an accident or fall from old age, the Trichopilias upon them languish
and die. From November to April, this species is exposed to a dry season when there is neither rain nor dew and the wind is
very violent; but throughout the remainder of the year both rains and dews are copious and frequent." On far right is Catasetum
pileatum, another South American orchid with large beautiful flowers which last for only a few days. This species also
experiences a dry season.

MEMBERS’ SALE TABLE AT ANNUAL ORCHID SHOW
During the upcoming Ottawa Orchid Society Show, a table will be reserved for the sale of members’ plants. The show is just days
away. We all have orchids that aren’t flowering under our conditions or are getting too big for our growing space, so this is a good
opportunity to part with these plants and make room for the new plants you will be buying at the show.
Below are a set of guidelines for plants you will be selling.
1. Plants must be delivered with the plant list (found following this section) to the sales table between 3:00 and 9:00 pm on
th
Friday, April 24 . If you are unable to make it at this time and would like to make alternate arrangements, please contact Julie
Mertens in advance of the show at 613-323-0460 (cellular phone) or by e-mail at julie_mertens@videotron.ca
2. Plants must be well rooted, healthy and free of bugs. The person in charge of the sales table has the right to refuse any plants
that do not meet reasonable plant health standards. Plants may also be inspected by other members of the Show Committee.
3. Each plant must have two (2) plastic tags: one must of course have the plant’s full name; the second, the owner’s name, the
number on the plant list and the price. Please note that 10% will be deducted from the selling price and will go to the
Ottawa Orchid Society to support its activities.
4. Members will be limited to selling 20 plants or less. Under extraordinary circumstances (e.g. passing away of the grower),
members may request permission to sell more than 20 plants. Any such requests must be submitted in writing in person
during a meeting of the Society or by e-mail, and will be considered by the entire Show Committee. A two-week delay should
be allowed for a decision. If approval to sell more than 20 plants is granted, the member must be present to assist in selling
the plants.
5. The Members’ Sale Table is in no way responsible for plants or photos that might go missing.
th
6. Proceeds from plant sales will be paid at 5:30 pm on Sunday, April 26 and no earlier. Plants not sold must be picked up at
this time also. It is the vendor’s sole responsibility to pick up unsold plants at this time. Vendors who would wish to pick up
their plants earlier must advise Julie Mertens when dropping off their plants. Those members’ unsold plants will be pulled from
the sales table Sunday morning and prepared for pick up alonmg with the proceeds from sold plants.
7. If you have any questions or require further information, please don’t hesitate to contact Julie by phone at 613-323-0460 or by
8. e-mail at julie_mertens@videotron.ca . The plant registration form you are to use is on the following page.
Julie Mertens
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FORM FOR SALE OF MEMBERS’ PLANTS
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION NEATLY
Vendor’s Name: _________________________________

List #

Full Plant Name

Flower Description / Special Care

Sale
Price

Sold

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Total Sales:
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THE OTTAWA ORCHID SOCIETY (OOS) DISPLAY AT THE 28TH SHOW
Jean Hollebone and volunteers are erecting the Ottawa Orchid Society exhibit. The OOS display is a key element of the Show.
To do this and provide a beautiful display, we need your blooming orchids. Please bring your plants to the Nepean Sportsplex
anytime on Friday afternoon (April 24th) before 7 p.m.
Owners who cannot meet the 7 p.m. deadline ( which is one hour before plant registration closes) can drop their plants off at Jean
Hollebone’s house, (1176 Castle Hill Cres off Maitland between Baseline and the Queensway), on the Thursday evening.
In preparing for the Show:
1. Please check that your orchids are free of pests
2. Clean foliage by washing the leaves, cutting away dead leaves and spent blooms. Stake the flower inflorescence to show off your
blooms to the best possible advantage.
3. Label the plant pot with your name and phone number.
4. You will bring back with you the container used to bring the orchids at the show.
Registering for the Show:
5. Members are responsible for registering their plants. If you have difficulty or don’t know what to do, see person at OOS exhibit.
Members must indicate that their plant(s) are to be shown in the OOS display. If you know the full name of the plant(s) and the Class
in which each is to be assigned in accordance with the OOS web site instruction, you may pre-register by sending this information to
Henry Steger, at hsteger@eisa.com before Noon, Friday April 24, 2009. Please send a copy to Jean Hollebone at
jhollebone@sympatico.ca. Pre-registration is highly recommended.
If you do not know in which class to register your plant(s), help will be available in the OOS display location. Once your registration
sheet is complete, you are responsible to bring the sheet to the Registration Desk for registration. You are advised to come well
before 6 p.m.
If you are unable to pre-register, you will have to complete a registration sheet and bring it to the Registration Desk. Again you are
advised to come well before 6 p.m.



The OOS display number is 403.
The registrant’s number is assigned at the time of registration.

6. Once your plant is registered at plant registration, you will be given a printed plant tag with the exhibit number. Please bring your
plant(s) and the plant tag(s) to the OOS table. (Identification tags will be prepared by the volunteers).
7. Please do not leave your plants at the OOS table until registration is complete and have checked in at the OOS table.
8. For all members bringing plants, a volunteer will ask you to sign in on the OOS display registration sheet (your name, your plant’s
name and its tag number) and will indicate where to leave your plant.
Note: If you are also registering a plant for fragrance that plant will not be located in the OOS exhibit but will be placed in the fragrance
booth; the location number will be provided by the Registration Desk.
When the Show ends at 5 p.m. on Sunday
9. Please come and pick up your plant(s) promptly at 5 p.m. on Sunday. Take down is fast and at this point everyone is tired and
wants to go home. Those who have lent props and other supplies are asked to pick them up at this time also.
After the Show:
10. Water your plants when you get home and re-stake as required. They will be thirsty after the Show and ready for a drink. And so
may we be!!…. Happy Showing!!! (Anyone that needs help with classifying a plant can call Henry Steger, Jean Hollebone, or Joyce
Medcalf several days before the Show.)
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So you want to try raising orchids from seed?
Marilyn H S Light
© 2009
You have been wanting to try your hand at raising your very first orchid from seeds but wonder just how to go about it.
Anybody with basic knowledge of orchid floral anatomy can try making orchid babies. All you need is a toothpick et
voilá, you have babies. But wait a minute! Will those babies be all that you hope for? Can we predict the future? The fact
of the matter is that we must rely on the successes and failures of others and on our own experimentation. No one really
wants orchids that are slow growers or reluctant bloomers. We want to have floriferous and vigorous orchids and if they
are winners, that is a bonus. What can we realistically achieve?
Having healthy, vigorous, well established parent plants is as much a requirement as is having parental compatibility. The
seed parent must carry a capsule to maturity so this plant must be particularly strong if it is not to suffer setback. The seed
parent often has the greatest influence on the progeny in terms of plant vigour, flower colour and quality. Even within a
species, certain individuals will be better seed or pollen parents and some pairings will be particularly good. Whenever
possible, acquire proven seed parents to pursue your breeding objectives. If you cannot get seed, you cannot progress.
Now what? You have assisted an orchid with reproduction. Remember that orchids produce lots of seeds. Masdevallia
tovarensis releases some 3000 seeds. An Oncidium produces tens of thousands of seeds per capsule. A Cattleya,
Catasetum, Lycaste or similar large fruited type can produce millions of seeds per fruit. Not all seeds can germinate even
if they contain embryos so we have to sow more than a few to be certain to get some seedlings. Examining seeds with a
microscope before flasking will help with decisions as to how many seeds to sow. If there is a lot of chaff (empty testas)
then more seed must to sown to compensate for this.
Getting seeds is easy, sowing them can be a challenge but is not unsurmountable. Seeds usually germinate, protocorms
form. Replating is done once or twice to accommodate the growing seedlings. Replating can be a lot of work. Deflasking
seedlings into the real world of compots is more work and eventually every surviving seedling will have its own pot.
Soon there will be ribbons, an award or two, maybe even a lot of cash... But wait a minute. Just how many seedlings do
you plan to raise to achieve those lofty expectations? Flasking is work. Replating is more work. Potting is even more
work and now those seedlings are growing and taking more space. Are you ready for all that work? Do you have enough
space? Obviously, planning is required if we are to achieve success but the pride of raising an orchid from seed and
blooming that plant is a real pleasure and an attainable goal.
References:
In vitro germination of orchids : a manual by Sheena McKendrick PhD.
http://www.ceiba.org/documents/CFTCpropman.pdf
So you want to try your hand at hybridization? OR “Help! I have a Million Babies” by Marilyn H. S. Light. Orchid
Digest 71: 70–73 (April, May, June), 2007.

Flasking media – http://www.phytotechlab.com/
P658 Orchid Maintenance Medium is a good medium for germinating most orchid seeds
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PLEASE NOTE: Fragrance Display at Annual Show– Ann Smutylo
The Ottawa orchid show is coming! Please consider putting your fragrant orchid plants in the Fragrant Orchid Exhibit. Check your
orchids in the morning and evening because, as you know, orchids have scent at different times of day. To pick this up, our judges will
do judging on Friday evening at about 8:00 pm. and again on Saturday morning, at 9:00 am. You can have your fragrant plants judged
in 2 categories – in their own plant category as well as fragrance category. This exhibit is near the entrance of the show and gets a lot
of attention from people coming in. We try to have educational information there to interest the public about the role that fragrance
plays in pollination and propagation. You will see people circling the exhibit, smelling the plants and discussing them. It’s a good way to
get the public interested in growing orchids.

********************
LAST BUT NOT LEAST:
Dendrobium kingianum owned and grown by Sam Chan, photo by Arlene Lang.

Here is one final picture of an orchid on our March show table. This is a Dendrobium kingianum, an easy to grow orchid that is easy to
bloom and produces these lovely scented flowers. This Dendrobium kingianum is owned and grown by Sam Chan. Photograph by Arlene
Lang. Divisions of this plant have appeared on our raffle and auction tables, perhaps you may find some on our Members’ Show Sale Table.
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OOS Show Committee – 2009
POSITION

VOLUNTEER

PHONE

EMAIL

confirmed

Chief Clerk

Dave Cooper
Dave Thomson
Sylvie Girard
Michael MacConaill
Jane Logan
France Tremblay
Helene Martin

Decoration/theme

Julie Mertens

Draw
Florists
Fragrance Exhibit
Hospitality
Judges Lunch
Judges
Layout
Membership/sales
OOS Exhibit
OOS Plant Sales
Plant Check

Janet Johns
Rick Sobkowicz
Ann Smutylo
Glenn Hansen

613-829-6613
613-323-0460
819-684-5311
613-749-0614
613-825-0827
613-729-6844
613-237-4919

Marcel Carriere

613-673-1807

chipwendover@videotron.ca

Yes

Dave Cooper
Theresa Lafleur
Jean Hollebone

orchidae@storm.ca
ajelliss.tlafleur@rogers.com
jhollebone@sympatico.ca

Yes
Yes
Yes

mertej@parl.gc.ca

Yes

Plant Doctor

Lanny Morry

613-256-2853
613-726-1477
613-226-2395
613-323-0460
819-684-5311
613-826-0251

lannymorry@gmail.com

Not
confirmed

ricksobkowicz@rogers.com

Yes

613-521-4460

hebert.geraldine@gmail.com

Yes

613-226-2395

hsteger@eisa.com

819-684-8487
613-283-3940
613-225-8290
613 957-0991
613-225-6941
613-748-4780
613-957-8905
613-233-7335

g.j.duffield@sympatico.ca
Dragonfly_3@xplornet.com

Yes
Yes

m_barker@sympatico.ca

Yes

barthurs@sympatico.ca
j.gaskill@sympatico.ca

Yes
Yes

andrec.couture@sympatico.ca

Yes

613-728-6019

Arlene.lang@gmail.com

Yes

Chair
Co-Chair
Admissions
AOS Photography
Art Gallery

Plant
Exhibits/Vendors
Poster
Printing
Publicity

Julie Mertens

Rick Sobkowicz

Geraldine Hebert

Henry Steger
Ann Midgley
Ribbons and Awards Gerry Duffield
Linda Schopf
Security
Registration

Set up/Take down

Michael Barker

Show Tours
Signs

Bill Arthurs
John Gaskill

Treasurer

Andre Couture

Website
Photography

Arlene Lang

McNabb: 613 564-1070

613-256-2853
613-523-7332
613-725-9304
819-776-2655
613-830-9403

orchidae@storm.ca
davic@magma.ca
sylviegirard@msn.com
mmacconaill@igs.net
jane@loganstrategy.ca
ihmartin@sympatico.ca
mertej@parl.gc.ca
Julie_mertens@videotron.ca
johnjns@sympatico.ca
ricksobkowicz@rogers.com
asmutylo@magma.ca
glennhansen@rogers.com

613-825-0827

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Yes

Feb. 4, 2009.
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